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It's buyer beware with all five-hole OH/MS Canadian pertins
Gary Tomasson (59L) & Jonathan Johnson (28L)

Figure 1. The front and reverse ofthe original bloc k of 15 stamps of
the five-hole OH/MS. The fi rst die on the left of the front and the fi rst
die on the right of the reverse is Die I. All fiv e dies are di ffere nt and
can be dis tinguished with the use of a 25-power magn ify ing glass.
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Five-hole OH/MS fakes are more common than the genuine ones

(Continued/ rom page / 53)
I The a u thors' co llection s of five-hole OH / MS per­

fin s which have some horizontal strips of three,
four , and five stamps joined together.

2 A library of articles and books on the subject.
3 Techniques that had been devel-

oped by the a u thors in the plat-
in g of other types of perfins. It
should be noted that the five-hole
OH/MS is on ly one of 3 10-plus
perforated insignia found in Ca­
nadian stamps.

4 Three terms which other perfins
collectors u se . Perfin- a stamp
perforated with a series of holes
in the shape of a design or ini­
tials for security purposes (not
used for canceling the stamp to
prevent reuse); Die-a set of pins
to ma ke one com plete de sign or
set of initials ; a n d Perfin Vari­
ety-a minor difference between
dies mounted in a perforating
machine .

paper with good Ottawa cancels were checked
(Figure 2) but they did not agree with the original
dies. The authors cou n ted th e stam ps that had dies
that matched the original five dies and found about
ten copies of each die. These only accounted for ap-

proximately fifty s ta m ps .
What about the hundred s and

hundreds of other s tamps with the
five-h ole OH /MS perforated in them
that did not agree with the origin a l
five d ies?

At this po int, we had a lot more
quest ion s than we had a n swers
(Figure 3) . We started to iden tify the
differen t dies a n d quickly had over
six ty different d ies but very seldom
did the dies appear more than once
or twice. We still had not checked all
of the stamps for differe n t dies when
we stoppe d .

We started to rethi n k th e whole
problem of five-hole OH/ MS perfins.
Out of this two assumptions were
made:

All five-h ole OH/ MS perfin s were
fakes u ntil proven otherwise,
and
All information on the subject
was in complete and thus useless
until proven otherwise .

1 Find as many strips of stamps
with three or mo re die s in th em ,

2 Find more literature on the
subject, and

3 Iden ti fy every die variety that we
could.

We started again on th ree differ­
ent fronts :
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Figure 2. This fake on a 3¢ 1932 King
Geo rge V medallion issue was 2

cancelled with an Ottawa cancel
dated October 25,1937.

The perfin is fake but the authors
have not passed comment

on the cance l.

Figure 3. One forger did not even
remove all of the hinge on this mint 2¢

1937 King George VIstamp
before perforating it.

The Search

A block of fifteen 1937 George VI
1¢ green stamps (five across and
three deep) was used as a s tarting
poin t (Figure 11. The five stam ps
acro s s were qu ickly identified as hav­
ing five differe nt perforated five- ho le
OH /MS dies in them. Th ese , to per­
fins collectors , a re common ly called
die varieties . The stam ps in the ver­
tical rows, h owever, had the same
perfin die as the one bel ow.

This meant that we had just
identified five diffe rent die varieties
of the five-hole type . (Thi s identifica­
tion ca n n ot be done by the nake d
eye or with a 10-power magnifying The first fron t produced m ore
glass. A 20- to 2 5-power magnifying strips, a ll of wh ich agreed with the
glass must be used.) original five d ies except for one , a

The other strips of s tam ps a t the Jstnp of fou r on King George VI 4 ¢
dispo sal of the a u thors with five- yellow (Figure 4)
hole OH /MS dies were checke d but The second fron t produced m uch
no n ew dies were iden ti fied . The sin- more in te resting things. One was a... ... _....
gle stamps were also examined but __";:::"::":"":====:"':"=-==::' copy of a letter written on th e 15th

thi s time very few stamps h ad dies of Februa ry 1947 to Mr. W. C.
that agreed with the original five Gordon , Regional Director of the
dies. The covers were examined and C.P .S . in wh ich the dies of a five-
th eir dies were the same a s the hole OH /MS mach in e were perfo-
original five dies. Two stamps tied to (Com tnued on pag' /58)

The Perfins Bu lletin-November/December 1999- Page 157



You have an 80 to 90% chance of buying a fake 5-ho le OH/MS

The Facts-Departmental
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Figure 4. A strip of four fakes , all different The machine had at least four
dies in it The strip is of the 4¢ 1937 King George VI issue.
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The following are the documentive
facts that we re found on the Depart­
mental perfins .

• The Departmen t of Finance re­
ceived approval fro m the Post Office to
perforate OH /MS in stamps on May
23, 19 23 .

• ••• •• •

Fro m the examination
of philateli c material , the
following were noted :

• Covers fro m the Assis­
tant Receiver General of­
fices in Victoria and To­
ronto;

• A parcel pie ce from
Calgary with an Assis tant
Receiver General wax seal;
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Figure 6. This fake on a 1933 commemorative 5¢ Royal
William is trying to duplicate both Die Iand Die II .

(Continued on page /59)

The Perf ins Bulletin-November/December 1999-Page 158



There is no evidence of real 5-hole airmails or special deliveries

(Connnued fro m page J58)
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Stamps cancelled in Cal­
gary, Winnipeg, a nd To­
ronto; and

•Earliest da ted copy April •
o

27, 19 25 , and the latest •
dated copy October 5 , 19 34 . .. '
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Figure 7. This fake is from a three-die machine and is
on a 13¢ 1935 King George V Jubilee stamp . Conclusion

The Facts-official
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The five-hole OH /MS perfo-
rator was in the hands of the Pos t Office in the
middle of May 1939.

Th e Post Office did not receive their Cummi ns
Model 53 (ten die) machine u ntil mid-July 1939
(four-hole OH /MS) although a ll government de ­
partments were instructed to be using perfo­
rated stamps after July I, 1939 .

The five-die OH/ MS pe rforating machine was de-

Copyright by Canadian Perforated Insignia
Limited and reproduced here with permission of the

authors. The authors can be contacted at P. O. Box 6118,
Station D. Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 2C7
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Closed Albums

Mary Page
#44L

It is with great sadnes s that we re port the de a th of Mary C. Page (#44L).
Mrs. Page was a steady corresponde nt of the editor's for many years and

offered many helpful t ips to me when I was much you n ger and m uch less expe­
rienced as a perlins collector. Mary and husband Larry were married for 32
years and they were a great pair. In recent years Mary had been very act ive in
ed ucation and in politics in education, but her love for perfins and precancels
never faltered . Mary's collections will be continued by daughter Marcia who will
herself become a member of the Club . We welcome Marcia to our group. We will
very much miss her mo ther.
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