
Post cards lead to Schermack identification
Atholl Glass (#2840)

(literal 19), a yet unidentified pattern.
The contral perfin 90-11 had been
fou n d on s ingle stamps but not, until
now, identified. The card gave a posi
tive company identification since it is
an acknowledgement of a stateroom
reservation on a Detroit and Cleveland
ship. This is a new user identification
for the U.S . catalog.

90-11 usage in 1910 predates the
previous known use of perfin 90-32
on 19 12 mailings. The change in
perfin is probably due to th e break
age of pin #4.

Bob Szymansl:li

I have been a lot of
things in my life but never a
president!

Ido wish to express a deep
appreciation for the confi
dence of the membership in
being elected to this office. It is
not without some misgivings
that I accept .

I follow in the footsteps of
many who have come before
and who hove done a great
job . I am fortunate to Rnow
personally our two immediate
past presidents-Kurt Otten
helmer and DicR Mewhinney
both of whom have given
many yearsof service to the
Perfins Club. I shall va lue both
the ir fr iendship and counsel
during m y t im e in office.

Thiswill be the first time in
man y yea rs w here thisoffice is
heid by someone who is not
retired. Although it was
pointed out to me at t he con
ventio n that retired people
have less t ime than th ey had
prior to retirem ent , t hat re
m ai nsto be experienced by
me! H opefully , I can count on
t he m embersto cont inue to
help melee our club grow and
pro sper.

Since I wa s"elected" t o this
office, I surmisethat our or
ganizat ion isdemocrati c in
nature a nd th is me a nsthat
everyone tokes part. If you
have a ny special ta lent sor a
burning-even a sim mering
desire to help in some way,
please iet me Rnow.

I would estimate that I
\::mow about 100 of our mem
bers from conventions, regional
gatherings, and correspon
dence in the trading, buying,
and selling of perfins. If you
avail yourself of the various
opportunities to mche friend 
shipst hrough th e PerfinsClub
activities, I promi se that you
will not only enhance your
perfi nscollections but will also
reap the rewardsof new
fri endships t hat w ill last a life
t ime .
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Whole Number 525

Stran gely, only two weeks before I
h a d acqu ired a similar card.

My card h a d been ove r printed
with a n a dvert isemen t to persuade
the Kn ights Templar to use the D&C
ship on their return from their con
vention in Chicago on October 9 -11 ,
19 10. The Pittsburgh cancellation
led me on a fruitless search for a
Templar Schermack affixer in Pitts
burgh .

It is ironic that after 89 years the
two card s should suddenly a ppear.
The new discovery of control perfin
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The

Schermack
perf ins 90-32

and 90-11 have
now bot h be en

positivel y
identified as

being used by
the Detroit &

Cleveland
Steam

Navigation
Company .

Pattern 90-1 1 is
probably 9 0 -3 2

with a
broken pin .

T
h e June 1999 issue of th e
U.S. Specialist inclu ded an
a rticle about the Detro it &
Cleveland Steam Nav igation
Company and its use of

Schermack Control perfin 90 -32
(literal 149).

A reader of that article recently
found, in a n antique dealer's post card
bin, a card showing the D&C steamer
"City of Cleveland." Remembering the
Specialist article, he bought the card.

Later he discovered the perfin on
the card was not 90-32 but 90- 11
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