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Schwerdt, Soutar
add to Knowledge
of Bavarian
Leave it to former for­
eign catalog editor Bob
Schwerdt
(505L) to
co me up
with a new
pe rfin from
Bavaria.
The B.R.
shown here ....---·_..
tu rned u p in tha t "sma ll
box" of pe rfins Schwerd t
acquired recently (see
the November December
1999 Bulletin). Gerald
Souta r ((#68L) h a s pro­
vided u s with h elp on
th re e previously uniden­
tified Bavarian perfins .
The ca ta log numbers
a re fro m the catal og of
Bavarian perfins pub­
lished in 1990 and up­
dated in 199 7 . Pa ttern
F7 (F.B) is no w ide n ti­
fied as that of Franz Bie­
ber, Fahrrader, Fahr­
radteile , Motorma teri­
alien en gro s ; Fabrika ­
tion , of Munchen. Pat­
tern 13 (IL) is n ow
kn own to be that of J . L.
Lehmann, Spiegelfabri k,
Glasschleiferei , of Furth .
Pa ttern M5 (M.A.) is ten ­
tatively identified as
that of M. Adelun g of
Furth , but the business
of the user is n ot
known. The Ba va ria n
ca talog is availa ble
th rough the Perfin s
Club pu blica tio n sales
depa rtment. Th e cost is
$1 0. 50 postpaid. inclu d­
ing the 1997 u pda te to
th e origin a l 1990 ca ta­
log . Con tact Jackie
Ryan a t the address on
the back page .
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(1
ne of the ea s ies t perfin pa tterns to ig­
nore is T-8 1, the TRAV of Travelers
Insurance Compa ny of Hartford , CT.
It 's a n in credibly common pa ttern, an

F-rated one , a nd most collectors have a t least a
glassine full of th em stashed away so m ewhere .

However, the TRAV can be a rich field of s tudy
for th e specia lis t. Until th e early 1980s. a ll th e
TRAV patte rns were thought to be a like. In 1981 .
the late Ha rry Rickard began to realize that there
were s ligh t differences in the patterns he wa s see ­
ing. Rickard 's s tudy led ultimately to the listing of

1
~,,"'llIJ....... ..,..~ seven different TRAV pa t terns in the 1998 U.s.

catalog.
The seven a re di stin guishable largely by matching the s ta m p again s t the

catalog illustra tion . All seven h ave the same lis ted measurements and hole
cou n t s for the fou r letters. Only one. T8IF. rates higher than a D. which indi­
cates tha t all se ven were wid ely used.

T81 is listed with a Hartford , CT, location but the other six patterns ca rry n o
such location in the catalog. Rickard identified distinctive patterns on covers
from Pittsbu rgh and Philadelphia. TRAV covers exist with a var iety of corner
cards a n d postmarks. however. The company had (an d still has) offices a ll over
the Un ited States.

There is still a story to be wri tten about the TRAV perfins.
How many perforators were th ere?
How many offices had their own perforators?
Were some of the perforators in vertical format , as Ricka rd sugges ted , or

were they a ll in horizontal format?
Was the first pe rforator a sin gle-head one . again as Ricka rd suggests?
With the n umber of TRAV perfins in exis tence , it is ob viou s that multi-head

perforators were used. Si nce TRAV perfins sho w u p on issues from 1908 to
19 42 , it seem s logica l that there were numerous perforators. Curiously e nou gh,
incomplete TRAV perfins aren 't co mmon , whi ch suggests excellen t maintenance
of the machin es.

If a ny of our members have m ade a detailed study of the TRAV patte rn , we 'd
like to hear from you-an d we 'd like to share mo re of the TRAV story with other
members .




