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New Zealand Philatelic Federation issued
a series of vanity perfins

T
h e use of perfins in New Zealand today is even rarer than in the
United States. The last known com mercia l perfin , the RICo pattern
used by the Royal Insurance Company in Christchurch, was di scon
tinued nearly half a ce n tu ry ago.

Until recent years, the co llecting of perfins in New Zealand was just a bo ut as
rare . However, as in the United States , collectors a re taking a greater interest in
perfin s. According to Robert Samuel, the dean of New Zealand perfins collec 
tors, perfins can be found in topical collections, the official perfins of Australia
are sky-rocketing in price , and perfins are even receiving awards at national
stamp exh ibition s .

It was that renewed in teres t in pe rfins that led the New Zealand Philatelic
Federation to issue several van ity perfins in the late 1980s and early I990s.

A series of fou r pe rfin s was used to encourage mem ber clubs to pay their
d ues to the Federa t ion, another perfin wa s issued for the Royal 100 National
Philatelic Exhibition in 1988, and still another for the World Stamp Exhibition,
New Zealan d 1990.

All the perfins were the brainchild of Samuel. He and Judith Sidaway
(#1246) graciously supplied the in formation for this a rticle .

Th e THANK YOU pe rfins came in to existence when the Fed era tion decided to
raise its dues. In New Zealand, local stamp clubs join the federation by paying
an annual per-member fee. When the Federation raised its dues from NZSl to
NZ$2 , there was some concern that some clubs wou ld hesitate to send in
the full amo u nt of their dues.

Samu el came u

with the idea of is suing
"than k you cards" to the clubs for distribution to their

members. Each club got one card for each S2 in member dues it paid .
Each "thank you" consisted of a printed card with a THANK YOU perfin at

tached and cancelled with the Federation rubber s tamp. On e of the cards is
shown here . Additional stamps with the THANK YOU perfin we re sold to perfins
collec tors .

The perfins were made by the Bri tish firm of J oseph Sloper. The Federation

(Continued on page 10)
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New Englanders
to meet January 15
Yankee (New England )
per finners will meet
J anua ry 15 a t St. Paul 's
Episcopal Church Par
is h Center in Millis . MA.
Perfins Clu b pres iden t
Bob Szymanski will be
the ho st. Th e fun starts
at 9 :30 a. m . and lasts
until 4:00 p.m.- or until
the parish center kicks
everyone out. If weather
intervenes and the
meeting can't be held ,
the alternate date is
January 22. If you need
dire ctions , contact
Szymanski at 508-478 
7303.

Vanity perfin used
to pay postage
You never know what's
goin g to show u p in a
mixture. George Robijn
(#3 197) says he found
an NSDfl9 75 perfin on
a British co mmemora
tive in a mixture he was
going through . The cur i
ous th ing is that the
stamp was clearly can 
celled August 24 , 1989 ,
so me 14 yea rs a fte r it
was is sued to honor
Britai n's 19 75 National
Stamp Day. Obviously
the perfin held no se nti
men tal val ue for the
mailer!

Dave Cooper is
new RPSC judge
Dave Cooper (# 1773)
ha s been approved as a
regional/ local judge un
der the Royal Ph ilatelic
Society of Canada . John
M. Powell (#3032) is
ch ief of judging for the
RPSC. Cooper lives in
Porters Lake, Nova Sco
tia.



Numb er 12 in a series on vanity perfins by Bulletin edito r Floyd Walker.

New Zealand Federation's vanity perfins
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(Continued/rampage 9)
provided the stamps. The plan was to perforate most of the stamps from the
front, but to perforate a few sheets from the back-recognizing that perfin s col
lec tors like to mount pe r fins face down to show off the pattern more clearly .

Alas, says Samuel, the bes t plans so metimes don 't work out. In addition to
being perfora ted from the front and the back of the stamp, some wound up be -

ing double or even t riple perforated, some were pe rforated u pside
===~ down , and various other varieties came out of the op-

eration. The first THANK YOU perfins (in 19881 were put into
the I ¢ Nephrite s tamp (Scott 755) issued in 1983 a nd re

printed several times . Th e stamps provided to Sloper were
from two different printings, providing even more varieti es .

The THANK YOU cards were used for four con secu tive years.
Zea to cover 1988/89, 1989/90, 19 90 / 9 1, an d 1991 /92 dues . It

Ne:w . land . isn't clear why the series was d iscontinu ed .
Philatelic Federation Inc Th e ROYAL 100 pe rfin was so ld by the Federa tion a t
t he 1988 National Phila telic Exhibition . The Federation a rranged for 20
sheet s of the 40¢ Royal Phila telic Society com memorative (Scot t 887) and 400 of

r-----..., the $ 1 mi n iature sheet (Scott 889) to be perforated by Sloper.
Both the single stamp a nd the minia ture sheet sold quickly a nd
a re difficult to find today.

In 1990, the Federa tion came up with another perfin , NZ 1990 .
Four different stamps were so pe rforated: Scott 97 1r----- -,

'------' and 980 , bo th new issues , a nd two 1940 issues,
Scott 229 and 23 1, wh ich were still available but no longer valid
for postage. All four is sues were so ld at the exh ib ition a nd the
profits were u sed to pay for a Federa t ion reception at the exh ib i
tion .

In 1990, Sam uel speculated in an article that the THANK YOU L -.J

pe rfin s might well ca tc h on with other ph ilatelic-and perhaps commercia l
organizations . He foresaw the day when THANK YOU perfin s wou ld show up in
a va riety of languages . So fa r , h is prediction ha sn 't come true, but the Federa 
tion perfins a re an interes ting chapter in pe rfins h is tory .

France/United St a t es
Bob Szymanski
10 Clarridge Circle
Milford , MA 0 1757

Canada/Newfoundland
Barry Se n ior
Box 1676
Clarenville, NF, Canada
AOE IJ O

Foreign
Bob Schwerdt
9 Memory Lane
Poughkeepsie, NY
12603

Mentor list
continues to grow
Canada and Newfound
land specialist Barry
Senior is the la test to
offer his help as a men
tor to club mem bers .

The me ntors have
agreed to help newer (or
even older) members in
their area of expertise .
It's a free service bu t re
quests for help should
be specific . A stamp
self-addressed return
envelope is always ap
propriate.

Here is an upda ted
list of mentor- members
and their specialties .

United States
Steve Endicott
20 Green sburgh Lane
San Anselmo, CA 94960

CARLETON DRY GOODS CO.
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