
New study reveals only three known on cover

Perfins on the Kansas/Nebraska issue
By Steve Endicott (#2284)

HOW many of the
6,416 known U.S. per­
fins are actually in
members' collections?
Take part in the 2000
U.S. periine count.
s;:,;age 19.

I ake part also in a
survey ofA-rated per­
fins to check the ac­
curacy of the current
rating system.

Auction 77 starts
on page 25. You're
sure to find some­
thing you need. The
deadline for bids is

Ani/30.

ee the most re­
cent prices realized
(page 34) to help in

b:din;'

Meet member
Price Bradshawin an
interesting member
pro file on page 29.

Comingnext
month: a surveyof
periine of the Ameri­
cas. Do we need to
updatethe World Per­
fins Catalog!'
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R espo ndi ng to a serie s of post office robberies in the middle wes t in the
1920s , U.S. po s tal a u thori ties decided to ove rprint U.S. mint stamps
wi th the name of the sta te to which they would be sent prior to sale
a t local post offices. The reasoning was that , although the stamps

were valid for use anywhere in the United States, large quantities of s tolen
stamps could not be so ld in othe r s ta te s .

Kansas and Nebraska were chosen a s the test states, and plans were in
place to actually overprin t stamps for all 48 states. Imagine if that had oc­
cu rred !

The 19 27 rotary pre ss defin itive series was chosen for the overprint effort,
- _ - - - . - - - al though the 'h -cen t stamp was

.: ~~"'''. - ~' :-::I ' ~IlUW:•..excluded for reasons unknown.
' 1 '~ .,-", ' -t Th e overprinted s tamps (Scott

.iitJM:~r: ~I . 0' - ~ 658 through 6791 were shi pped
: i '':It .. t, to Kansas and Nebraska in

; ~I! . ' April 1929 and first used in
~ ;' - - ~'; \.,f6"l · ' i' May of that year. Th e program
" ~'~' ..' was d isbanded after approxi-

.&;;i;~""'~ mately one year.
As an additional security

precaution, we know that a few
of these overprinted stamps
al so were pe rfmned. Such

.,' stamps are rarely seen. The

~~~~~~~~~~~~!~~~~~[' most common user was the.:: 0..... . .0 University of Kansas , but clu b

The only reported multiple of a perfin on the membe.rs have .reported a. m~re
Kansas/Nebraska issue. The block is even more 15 co pies of th is perfin d istrib­

interesting because Wilson & Company is not uted over s ix Kansas issues on
otherwise known as a user in either Kansas th is otherwise common F rated

or Nebraska. perfin (U39) .
In March 1982, former Club

member Samuel S . Cobb, .Jr., compiled a list of known perfins on these over­
printed s tamps . Early in 1999, Floyd Walker suggested that we revisit and up­
date the lis t , a chal lenge that I readily accepted. Th e project quickly turned
in to a full census of perfins on the Kansas and Nebraska overprints, and al so
expanded to include the Hawaii and Molly Pitcher overprints on similar stamps
of the same U.S . issue.

One of the concerns about the earlier Cobb survey wa s the number of perfin
(Continued on page 30)
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Endicott's new
task: a census of
perfins on
hi-face-value U.S.
stamps
How many times have
you asked a dealer
a bout perfins, and
learned that he had a
few, but when you went
to look at them, all you
found were very com­
mon perfins on high­
value stamps, for which
he wanted an outra­
geously high percentage
of the Scott catalogue
price?

I propose to do a cen ­
sus on pe rfin s on high­
valu e U.S. stamps. Let's
find out which ones
really are common on
those desired stamps.
Any perfin on any U.S.
s tamp with a face value
of $1 or more qualifies.

Send me your lists,
along with fax 'd or
scanned copies of the
stamp and perfin . Once
I hear from many of you ,
111 repo rt back in the
Bulletin .

Send you r input to
Steve Endicott at
SEnd icolt@Fairlsaac.
com, or write to me at
20 Greensburgh Lane,
San Anselmo, CA
94960, or fax informa­
tion to me at 415-444­
5033. If you send mate­
rial by fax , please clearly
direct it to my name on
the firs t page.

Kansas/Nebraska perfins remain elusive
(Continued/rom page /7)

u~~s located out~ide Kansas and Nebraska. This deserved checking, although
legitimate usage IS documented outside Kansas and Nebraska for a variety of
reasons.

Firs t of all , the overprinted stamps could be genuinely used anywhere in the
United States; small quantities were certainly transported to nearby states for
busine ss usage (to Kansas City , Missouri, for instance) and some were probably
sent to friends in other states as a favor.

Secondly, firms are known to move their perforators to variou s offices over
time. Consider, for example, perfin W8.1 , used by Wilson & Co. We know of
general perfin usage in Chicago, Illinois, and Toledo, Ohio. Wilson & Co. had
other perfin patterns that were used in Oklahoma and Missouri, but none are
docu me nted in Kansas or Nebraska. Now consider the Nebraska 2¢ overprint
block of six with a W8.1 perfin, which is pictured on the front page. This is
without question a legitimate perfin and a legitimate
overp rint tha t was u sed by a firm whose prior u sage :*****~*~*******:
was not in Nebraska or Kansas, although we obvi - * Steve Endlt;otts updated *
ously do no t know the postal origination of this: KansaslNebraska checklist is :
block of six. Therefore, we can conclude with confi- * h ~1 " I *
d . * s ownonpageu ,"aspecla *

ence tha t these ove rp rmted stamps were pe rfinned * *
by firms whose prior usage pa tterns were not in * format. Ifyou have patterns *
Kansas or Nebraska. : not listedon thechecklist. :

One third of the reported pe rfin s in the Cobb * . *
survey are from states other than Kansas and Ne - : contact EndIcott at thead- :
braska, two as far away as Boston and Salem Ma s - * dressgiven at theendof his *
sachusetts. Perfin LI 30 from Salem. Mas~achu-: article. Please alsoshare In- :
setts, has a documented usage period from 1938 to*. ~

19? 4, and wasn't re -reported in thi s current census. : formatIon aboutperlins on ~
This IS a good case of an Item that was probably re - * the Molly Pitcher andHawaii *
ported in error and is now properly deleted from this!'m !

¥ overpn s. ¥

census. '* '*
I want thank the various members who re - *****************

sponded to my request for information in this interesting area. In the 1982 sur­
vey, 37 perfin patterns were reported. This time , we found 38 perfins (although
not all on the same patterns as before) and a total of 95 examples . But we also
found some inconsistencies between the two surveys, which will be discussed
la ter in this article.

There is a genuine concern about coun terfeiting of bo th the overprints and
the perfin s. All the perfins found in this survey are common, except one , 0 66 ,
for which there are two copies. It is doubtful that anyone would counterfeit a
common D, E, or F perfin pattern onto a genuine Kansas/Nebras ka overprint.
But wh at about counterfeit ing an overprin t onto a genuine perfm? I doubt
there is mu ch of a market ju s tifying su ch an effort, but le t' s discuss how one
can identify such a counterfe it.

First of all, the stamp must be of the 10.5 x II pe rforated 1927 series; an
overprint on any other perforation is a counterfeit. It is easy to check mint cop­
ies for rotary gum characte ris tics . It is also easy to check multiples for spacing
of the overprints. Unfortunately , these checks don't apply to the single, used
examples we find with pe rfins, One should closely check the overprint under a
magnifier; there are excellent references in the philatelic press documenting
various counterfeit patterns. There are specific color variations applicable to
this issue. Finally, the cancellation on the stamp must be on top of the over­
prin t , otherwise it is clear that the overprint was applied afterwards and is
cou n te rfeit .

(Continued on pag e 32)
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Perfins on the Kansas and Nebraska Overpr ints-Census Compiled by Steve Endicott (#2474)
KaI'\SQS OYerpr int s Nebraska Overp r int s

1 1.5 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 1.5 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
658 659 66 0 661 662 663 664 665 666 667 668 669 670 67 1 672 673 674 675 676 677 678 679 Total User City Period

A87.2 1 1 Armour & Co Chicago, I II 1902-32

B22 I 1 first f'.bti onal Bank Hutichson , KS 1926 -3B

B219 1 2 3 Sarte ldes Seed Co Lcwrerce, KS 1902 ·33

C9 1 1 Crone & Co Topeka, KS 190B -38

C83 2 2 Cook County Chicago , III 1908-63

C356 .1 1 I Cudahy Packirg Co Chicago, III 1908 -54

D8 2 1 1 Jacob Dold Oma ha , I\E 1917-42

DI54 1 1 Denniso n Manufa cturing Co Boston , MA 190 8-40

F28 2 1 1 4 Pr-cte r-rcl Aid Founda ti on Lawrence, KS 19 26 -38

G72-3 1 1 General Elect ric Omaha."" 1926-80

143.71..1 1 1 Internati onal Harvester Co Richmord. IN 1938-40

143.7A-15 I 1 2 Inte rna ti onal Harvester Co Omaha , I\E 190 2-52

I 43.7A-19 1 1 I 3 International Har vester Co Parsons, KS 1908 -54

I43 .7H- l 1 1 2 Inte r nati onal Harve.ste r Co Grand Island , I\E 1926 -53

I43.7H-ll 2 2 I ntuMt ional Harvester Co Memphis , TN 19 26 -38

I 54 1 1 I & M Ottenheitt\£r Baltimore., MD 1912·38

J 167 2 1 3 J W J e nkins Sons Music Co Kansas City. MO 1902-42

K26 1 1 Kotolicky Detnick (Cat holic Wor kman) New Prag ue, MN 1922 -33

K60 5 1 1 7 Kansas State Normal Emporia. KS 1926 -64

MI48 1 1 Missouri , Kansas & Texas Rai lway Co Parsons. KS 1908 -33

MI50 2 2 Missouri . Kansas & Texas Railway Co Parsons, KS 1914 -18

M289 1 1 Mitis &Gibbs New York. NY 1912-23

M29 5 1 I 2 Missouri & Kansas Te lephone Co Wichita, KS 1912-33

N1I3DI 2 1 3 New York Life I nsura nce Omaha, I\E 1908 -52

066 2 2 Order of Railroa d Tel egrap he rs , Div # 61 1912-23

P174 1 1 Parker Pen Co Janesvi lle, WI 1922-73

P189 1 1 1 3 Bowie, TX 19 17-26

RUO 1 1 Royal Ne ighbor s of Amer ica Rock Island , I II 1926-71

5 121 1 2 1 4 At chison , Topek a & santa Fe Railway Co Galveston, TX 1922 -68

5 158 2 2 S tat e J ourna l Co Lincoln, I'>.E 1926-53

S195-15A 1 1 Standard Oil Co Wichita, KS 1914-38

S338.8A 1 1 2 Swift & Co salina, KS 19 26-40

TlOI I 1 Spire lla Co Niagara Falls, NY 1908-38

U39 2 1 6 2 2 2 15 University of Kansas Lawrence, KS 1908-63

U59 1 1 2 Union Pacif ic Railroa d Co Omaha ,l\E 19 22-54

W8.1 10 1 1 12 Wilson & Co Chicago . III 1917 -33

W147 1 1 Woodmen of the World Omaha."" 1917 -22

W199.16 1 1 Western Union Te leg raph Co Olicogo, III 1908 -26

6 2 25 2 4 1 6 0 3 1 10 0 7 18 2 4 0 0 I 0 2 1 95 Data is cur rent as of December 20 , 1999
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Grammar is handy
inunderstanding
perfins too!
Brazil pattern BlO in
the World Perfins Cata­
log is not fully identified .
It is a single letter P and
editor Bob Schwerdt
notes that it is part of a
pattern that could pos­
sibly be PAGADO.
Roberto Eissler (#3287)
of Jaragua Do Sol, Bra­
zil, says the P of PA­
GADO and the P of PER­
NAMBUCO (see The Per­
fins Bulletin, April 1996,
page 68) are different
from the P

shown as pattern B10 in
the catalog. Eissler's
reasoning is based on
grammar. "I do not be ­
lieve that the P (B 10j
cou ld de rive from PA­
GADO, u n de rs tanding
thi s more naturally to
be PAGO, inasmuch as
the Brazilian
(Portuguese) grammar
requires a short partici­
ple where the auxiliary
verbs serlestarapply,
and a long participle
where those of ter/ haver
apply. Thus , a s the verb
pagar di sposes of two
participles (PAGOI
PAGADO) , it is correct to
say ESTAVA PAGO, HA­
VIA PAGADO. This is
less simple than in Eng­
lish where you only have
the form PAID."

Molly Pitcher & Hawaii overprint perfins equally scarce

(Continuedfro m page 30)

Returning to the discussion of perfins on these stamps, the table on page 31
summarizes our findings . We documented 38 users on a total of 95 stamps.
No perfins were found on the 7¢ Kansas overprint, nor were any found on the
Nebraska overprints of denominations 1, 5 , 6 , or 8¢. Sixteen perfin patterns
reported from the earlier survey did not show up this time (A87.3 , A87 .6 , C415,
143.7A-16, 143.7B -l , Ll30, Ml0, M14 8, 068, R122, S156, U86, W13 , W39 ,
W122, and W199-2). And there are perfins on 20 issues of the Kansas/
Nebraska overp rints that were reported last time , but not in 1999. This repre­
sents a significant discrepancy between the two surveys. 1 ask all members to
continue to check their collections for this interesting combination of perfins
and overprints.

Since we know that these overprints began in 1929, we can use this in for­
mation to expand the known usage pe riod for certain perfin patterns in the U.S .
perlins catalog, such as for perfins 143. 7Al , M150, M289, 066, P189 , W147,
and W199.16.

Could there be more perfin patterns on these overprint issues?
Using the current U.S . perfin catalog, [ searched for perfin users located in

Kansas and Nebraska where known years of perfin u sage include the possibility
of perfins being found on Kansas and Nebras ka overprints. This is admittedly a
narrow view, as the documented usage period may be incorrect and a s ex­
plained earlier, legitimate usage is found outside these two s tates. Neverthe­
less, this provides us a rough estimate of the capacity for finding additional pe r­
fins on these overprints. Only 28 additional perfin patterns are a pplica ble:
B 116-16 , C356.5, C356.9, C356 .14, 052, H20, 143.7B-19, 143.7C-7 , I43 .7C-9 ,
K45 , K53, Ll06, N27, N1l3Cc-3 , 056, S38 , S50, S1 22 , S338.8A, S1 95-2 ,
S1 95-15A, U43, U60, U6 1, W72. 37 , W72.41 , and W72.42 and W147.5 . Ch ec l­
those collections; you might find a jewel hidden there!

Only three perfins on these issues were reported on cover, all of them on
Scott #660, the 2 cent Kansas overp rint. Two of the covers inclu de pe rfin pa t­
tern K60 used by Kansas State Normal; the other involves perfin pattern M295
used by the Missouri and Kan sas Telephone Company.

Du ring this research, 1 found only one multiple , a photo of wh ich is shown
on the front page of the Bulletin. This dramatic block of six on the Nebraska 2¢
overprint (Scott #67 1) includes the perfin pattern W8 .1 u sed by Wilson & Co.
Although thi s is a common perfin, it certain ly is a unique philatelic item.
Thank you to J ohn Randall for permitting me to photograph this item for th is
article .

About 175 u niqu e precancels have been reported on these Kansas and Ne­
braska overprinted stamps.

1 also a sked me mbers if they had seen any perfins on the Molly Pitcher 2¢
overprint (Scott #646) and the Hawaii overprint on the Roosevelt 2¢ and 5¢ is­
sues (Scott #647 and #648). Here , the findings are even more rare than pe rfins
on the Kansa s / Nebraska overprints. Two copies of a single pe rfin A277
(American Wholesale Corp.) were the only reported examples on the Molly
Pitcher overp rint. Single copies of perfins A192 (Atlantic National Bank of
J acksonville) and N1l3AB-3 (New York Life-Honolulu office) were reported on
the 2¢ Hawai i overprint. No perlins have been discovered on the 5 ¢ Hawai i
overprint.

If you have further information on perfin usage on any of these issues,
please send your input to Steve Endicott at SEndicott@Fairlsaac.com, or

write to me at 20 Greensburgh Lane , San Anselmo, CA 949 60, or fax infor
mation to me at 415-444-5033. If you send material by fax, please clearly

direct it to my name on the Ilrat page.
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