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4. recent letter from Danish member Thomas Moe rkeberg was mailed
with a block of fou r of the H perfin of the Danish Hjem mevrernet-or
Home Guard. The Home Guard is a civilian reserve military force

tha t can be called to active duty in times of emergencies .
Moe rkeberg says the Home Guard has about 50 ,00 0 members and that

stamps with the H perfin are provided to some of these members for use on cor­
respondence pertaining to Guard business. It is not uncommon for the perfins
to sometimes be used on private corre- n ••• • • ~~ • • • • ~~ •••

spondence or to wind up in the hands of :
collectors . •

•There are four differe n t H patte rns .' .
•used by the Home Guard. The one shown : • • • : •

on the block of fou r here is Type 1 which .::
Moe rkeberg says was first used in 1956 • :
and is s till being used. Another type was :
put in to u se in 1961, a th ird in 1983, and •
a fourth in 1999. • • • •• •• • • ••• : •• ••• •••••••

There is nothing scarce about any of :
the H perfins, says Moerkeberg. The four :

•patterns exist on numerous perforators • :
(there are 17 known perforators with the : •• • : :
Type 1 pa tte rn) and many of the pe rfo ra- ::.
tors have five and ten dies . • • :

Moerkeberg su ggests that as many as :
200,000 H perfins are put into circulation
every year and that in the 1950s and 1960s, the number h ave been in the mil­
lions.

While the lates t of the patterns (the one put into use in 1999) was intended
for use only in the Ringsted area, all four of the perfins can exist with post­
marks fro m anywhere in Denmark-from major cities to the smallest village . If
the Home Guard is the "people 's army" then the H perfin is truly the "people's
perfin ."

Danish Home Guard perfins used by
"people's army" throughout Denmark

We still need a
publication sales
manager
for the club
Publication sales man­
ager Jackie Ryan has
re signed her position
and we need someone to
fill this important role in
the clu b. The job re­
quires some sto rage
space for existing publi­
cations, contact with
local printers , and a
friendly nearby pos t
office . J ackie h as agreed
to remain on the job
u n ti l her replacement is
fou nd. She can fill you
in on job details. Con­
tact president Bob
Szymanski if you are in­
terested in the job. Ad­
dresses of both are on
the back page of the
Bulletin.

WE KNEWIT WAS OUT THERE
and it turned up in the collection

of Club president Bob Szyman ski.
Here's the confirming cover we

asked about in the January issue.
The ' Diamond (Box)" design (Des

23 in the U.S. catalog) was uni­
dentifiedatthough all the clues

pointed to " being the pattern of
the New York branchof

Mitsui, a Japanese manufacturing
conglomerate.

The Perfins Bulletin-February 2000-Page 20




