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Worksheets testify
to progress on
revenue perfins
catalog
Work is continuing on
the U.S. Revenue Perfins
Catalog. Project chair
man Chuck Spaulding
has published the work
sheets for the letter 0
and should soon have
the E worksheets ready
for review. If you collect
revenue perfms and
would like to take part
in compiling the new
catalog, contact
Spaulding at 48 Strath
more Lane, Rockville
Center, NY 11570-1848.
He can be reached by e
mail at
perfinsman@juno.com.

What do we know
about Durban
pattern?
Ha s anyone made a
study of the D.C. pa t
tern of the Durban Cor
po ration, the govern
ment of the City of Dur
ban, South Africa? The
D.C . pa ttern is fairly
common on the stamps
of both the Union and
Republic of South Africa
and two patterns are
r"'----"l listed in

the World
Perfins
Cat alog.
012 and
013 are

l u~~~.-__ identical
except for

a slight differen ce in
spacing be tween the two
letters. Chuck
Spaulding (#2355) ha s
what may be a third
pattern, shown here . It
is close to bo th 012 and
013, but not quite a
match for either.
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~ UNION POSTALE COUPON.REPONSE e22
UNIVERSElLE INTERNATIONAL

Co coupon est ~changeabledlns lous Ie, pays de I'Union poSlale
universeUe ecnue un 01,1 plusi.....rl umbres-pcste repr4sen lil nt
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Reference:
B ritish Posrmnrks, A Short His to'Y and Guide, R. C. Alcock and F. C. Holland, Second

Edition, Published by R. C. Alcock, Limited, 11 Regent Street,
Cheltenham, England, pages 160-164

R ave you ever seen an
Interna tional Reply
Coupon with a pe r
fin? According to a

note in the Bulletin of The
Perfm Socie ty of Great Bri t
ai n , the Un iversal Postal Un
ion gave permission in 1974
for member countries to pe r
forate IRCs to identify the
cou n try of origin. The exam
ple shown here is perforated
J E for the island of Jersey
Have other countries perfo
rated their IRCs also?

T h is perfin from Great Britain has quite a
few stories to tell. It is on a poorly centered
example of Scott #32 (Stanley Gibbons #52)

from pla te number 3 (the plate number is just above
the bottom "comer letters" in the stamp de sign) with ••• _.~...........'"""'"'....
comer letters AF/FA. The stamp was issued on 1 Oc-
tober 1870, and saw quite a few years of service prio r to its replacem~nt.

The perfin is H.S.K/&Co. with a catalog numbe r of H6670.01 in the Ed
wards/Lucas A Catalogue of Great Britain Perfins. The 7th edition of the. Tom
kins Catalogue of Identified G.B. Perfins tells us that the user was H. S. King &
Co. (formerly Smith Elder & Co.) and that it is known punched (only) in Queen
Victoria "pre l d lilac' stamps.

Other than being punched into an early British stamp with a bit of a catalog
value, this perfin doesn't seem to be of much importance.

However, the cancel "makes' the stamp and adds
quite a bit to the story. The full cancel was a special
cancellation issued by the British Post Office to a private
firm. The Royal Mail gave its permission for Smith, Elder
and Co. to use "special marks' on its precancelled wrap
pers in 1865. After application of the stamps and
"precancels ' at the local firm , the mail was taken d irectly
to the station. Smi th, Elder and Co. were taken over by
the banking firm of Henry S . King & Co . in 1868. Ot her
writers have pointed out th a t the firm of Henry S. King &
Co. printed the official Stock Exchange Lists and tha t this accounts for the is
sue to them of the special mark (cancel) in 1875.

So let me sum it up.
The stamp is precancelled with one of a very few spe cial cancellations issued

by the Royal Mail and positively iden tifies the user a s Henry S . King & Co. The
stamp is pe rfm ned with the in itial s of Henry S. King & Co . I would offer that
this stamp would qualify as a good candidate for the earliest PREPER
(precancelled perfin] ,

Cancel may qualify British perfin
as first PREPER
Joseph C. Coulboume, #2574
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