
When was the first perfin used in your state?
Richard Learn's listing will tell you.

T
he firs t reported u se of a U.S. perfin was on May 22, 1908 , by Filene's
Sons Department Store in Boston (the WFS/Co pattern, catalog #W91).
A cover backing up tha t claim is owned by Robert J . Sc hwerdt (#505L) .
The second known use of a U.S. perfin was four days later, on May 26,

in Chicago, when B.F. Cummings Company used its BF G / Co. perlin for the
first time. Tha t cover is owned by Paul Gault (#744).

The Filene 's Sons and Cummings perfins are al so the first ones used from
their respective states: Massachusetts and Illinois.

But what about the first perlins used in the other 48 states and the District
of Columbia?

Compiling a list of those earliest known u ses ha s been a goal of Richard
Learn (#3265) , who started the lis t as an ou tgrowth of a project to record all the
perlin patterns used in 1908 and 1909-the real pio neer perfins in the United
Sta tes.

Learn is sharing hi s list of the first known use of perfins in each state on
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New Secretary
Bob Russ has resigned as Club
secretary and Ken Rehfeld has
been named as his
replacement. The story is on
page 41.

Pub lications Sales
Dave Lightle of Corra les, NM,
has been appoi nted to replace
Jacloie Ryan as publications
sales manager. That story is
also on page 41.

The Un;versa/perfin
Dr. Tam Lewellyn-Edwards is
updating the Roman ian per­
fins catalog . This month he tells
us about the perfin of The
Univenal, a Bucharest news­
paper and a prolific user of
perfins. That is on page 39.

Batavia postage dues
The president of the Precancel
Stamp Society te lls us about
those big holes punched in two
Batavia, Illinois,precancels
which turned them into
desperat ely needed postage
dues. That's on page 41

R

The first known
use of a pertin in
Arizona was on

Ma rch 15, 1912, a
monthand a day
after Arizona became
the nation's 48th
s tate . A pertins cover
postmarked February
14,1912, would be a
real first day cover.
An ea rlier postmark
would make the cover
a territorial.
(From the collect ion of Bob

L.. -' Szymanski)

pa ge 49 of this issue. It is a list that is almost certain to send you scu rrying to
your collection to prove that it is not up to date.

That's fine . Th at's exactly what Learn hopes you will do . The list is based on
his own co llection and other covers he knows abou t . He 's con fident that there
are covers out there with earlie r postmarks than so me of those he has listed.

The most recen t cove r to be a "fir st" is a Union Pacific Coal Company UPC
(U6 31 used in Rock Springs, Wyoming. Did it take almos t 40 years for perlins
to make it to Wyoming? Nevada shows a firs t use d a te of May 19 , 1944. Missis­
s ippi d idn't get its first perli n user until 193 1. Both Alaska and Hawaii show a
first use of perlins in 1938- nearly 20 years before they became states. The In -

(Continued onpage48)

Am ericas Update
Do we need to update the
Americas Section of the World
Pertins Catalog? Bruce Brunell
needs to Ionow how much
material you have that isn't in
the current catalog. A survey
of Americas perfins beg ins on
pa ge 43.

The MusicMan
Albert Spencer of Angelus
OaRs, CA, has been in love
with music since he was three
years old. It 's no wonder, then,
that he collects musicon
stamps-or that his persona l
perfin features a treble clef.
Read ab out Albert and his
perfin on page 50.

Dutch Dilemma
Bob Schwerdt sayshe needs
help with three perfins from
the Netherlands and the
Netherlands Indies. Cive him a
hand. See page 51.
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Have a cover earlier than the one listed here?
Let Rich a rd Lea rn know so the list can be update d.

(Conrinued fr om page 37)

ternational Paper Company of New York undoubtedly sent seme of its perfin s to
Alaska with persennel in te rested in the then-territory's vast timberlands. Not
surprisingly, the first pe rfin used in Hawai i is the T.H .

Adele Ottenheimer 's Catalog of United States Perfins by Location lists only
one perfin user for Alaska , by the way: the White Pass and Yukon Railway of

Skagway (WPj& j

•

_. . "', .' . YR, catalog
. . '. ':~ ~.:' , ' #WI71). The
-_: ' , ,_._-' - ' . 1998 U.S . perfms

~ . :.", •", . _" ::-. catalog says the
- -- pattern is known

on U.S . stamps
is su ed between
19 02 and 1918,
which means it
was used on ly
when Alaska wa s
a territory. Does
anybody h ave
W17 1 on a cover

l- ---l with an Alaska
THE FIRST KNOWN USE OF A PERFININ NEVADAwas on May 19, postmark?

1944, when a Union Pacific perfi n was used nine days late on a cover Arizona saw
commemorating the 75th anniversa ry of the driving of the golde n

spike which joined the Union Pacific and Central Pacific Railroads. its first perfin us­
(From the coll ection of Bob Szymanski) age exactly a

month and a day
after it joined the Union on February 14 , 1912. Th e user was, cu riou sly
enough, the New York Life In su rance Company: perhaps an en thu sias t ic in sur­
ance salesman! Like Hawaii and Alaska, however, New Mexico recorded pe rfin
usage while it was still a territory. The New Mexico cover , with a Mountain
States Telephone perfin (M227) is postmarked May 4 , 19 11. New Mexico d idn't
become a state u n til January 6 ,1912.

If you can provide earlier usage dates for any of the states and the District of
Columbia, contact Richard Learn, 154 Kendall Drive , Safety Harbor, FL 34695 .
You can e-mail h imat rlearn@gte.net. Please provide a photocopy of the cover
for the records. Out of this we can establish a database that will allow u s to
track earlier usage dates as they tu m u p.
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Just wben did tbe
German Ameacan
Bank become
American National
Bank?

CANCELADO
shows up on
Costa Rica

Chuck Spaulding
(#2355) sends along a
copy of what looks like a
C. on a
stamp
from
Costa
Rica. He
says
close
exami-
nation suggests the C is
really the first letter in
CANCELADO, with the
period being the left­
most hole of the A. Both
he and Bob Schwerdt
agree th at the World
Perfm Catalog should be
amended to note that
parts of CANCELADO
can be found on the
stamps of Costa Rica.
Does anybody have any
other parts of the pat­
tern on Costa Rica
s tamps?

Richard Learn (#3265) says U.S. pattern G20 puzzles h im. The pattern (GAB) is
iden t ified in the U.S. catalog as the American Na tion al Bank of St. Joseph,

....---------..... MO, but Learn h as found a post card iden tify ing the pattern as the German­
American National Bank , which seems to be more in keeping with the GAB perfin pa tte rn.

He specu la tes that the name of the bank may h ave been ch anged because of anti-Ge rman feeling during
World War 1. However, Learn 's card is postmarked February 21 , 191 8 , when the war wa s nearly over. It
seems logical tha t the bank wou ld have changed its name earlier if the war was a fac tor.

J u st when the name of the bank was changed remains a myste ry , despite seme checking with banks in
St. Joseph, MO, which is ju s t north of Kansas City and only a couple of h ours drive from Grandview, whe re
the Bulletin editor live s . The edi tor ha s a GAB pe rfin on cover with the American National Bank comer card
and a postmark of February 1, 1933. Althou gh one bank em ployee remembers an American Nation al Bank,
nobody h a s any memory of a German American Bank. In the la s t ten years or so, banks in St . J oseph and
elsewhere have me rge d and changed names so ofte n that nobody can ke ep track.

If you have the GAB patte rn on cover, check the comer card and postmark and maybe the name change
can be more closely isolated.
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Here are the first known uses of perfins in each state

State Date Patte rn Catalog t.
Ala bam a 13 Apr 190> AB7&) A51
Alaska 3 Mav 193E IPice 17~

Arizona' 15 Mar 191 NYl N113A1
Arka nsas' 5 Mar 192C MP/RF M21 1
California 23Jul19OE RICO/LC R87
Colorado' 7 Apr 190~ CTCe C344
Connecticut 10 Mar 190~ P&F/C P252
Delaware 6 Oct 1909 PRRlCe P19 9
District of Columbia ' 31 Jun 1909 NCI N49
Florida 1 Mav 1909 FEC/RY. F68
Georqia 9 Feb 1909 SAl S29
Hawaii* 17 Feb 1938 TH T47
Idaho' 12 Nov 191 IDt 128
Illinois' 26 Mav 1908 BFC/Ce B110
India na 25 Sent 1908 ~ K4
lowa* 3 Mav 1909 BU B152
Ka nsas 22 Nov 1909 WERINEF W8
Ke ntuckv' 6 Mav 1909 se S195-31
Louisiana 25 Jun 1909 M M152
Maine 6 Apr 1910 NEIT& N76
Marvland 14 Sen 1908 BBH B53
Massachusetts' 22 Mav 1908 WFS/CC W91
Michiga n' 28 Auq 1908 FORC F145
Minnesota' 14 Jul 190E WPC W15E
Mississippi' 19 Jun 1931 IC 122
Missouri * 3 J ul 190E SH/CC S1 38
Montana 2 Aua 1909 DU/P ONT D129
Nebraska 2 Dec 1908 PRRlCC P19 9
Nevada 19 Mav 1944 UF U59
New Hampshire 21 Sep 1911 BOE B176
New Jersev" 27 Jun 1908 K&E/CC . K69
New Mexico 4 Mav 1911 M~ M227
New York 16Jul1908 GB/&tIi G4 f
North Carolina 19Apr1909 L L148
North Dakota' 1 Jan 192~ NC N60
P hio' 12 Auq 1908 BFG/Cc B118
Jklahoma 5 Mav 191C RI R75
o reoorr 27 Mav 191C CUD/AH" C356 .1
Pennsylvania 29 Oct 1908 PIC P50
Rhode Is la nd' 3 Aua 1909 BY/CC B250
South Ca rolina 4 Ja n 191 fTRT T87
South Dakota 21 Ma r 191e IHC 143.7A-1

ennessee 21 Apr 190~ L&N/RF L187
exas* 22 Ma r 1 90~ SWIT S322A

Utah ' 5 Aua 1911 BAU/EF B2
Ve rmont 13Jul1911 RUT/LANC R138
Viroinia 14 Sep 1909 IHe 143.7A-<:
Washinqton 26 Apr 1909 ORl&N 069
West Viroinia" 28 Dec 1909 IHC 143.7A-1
,Wiscons in 26 Sep 1908 Y& Y10
IVVvominq' 21 Aua 194 UP U63
' Indicates that the informatio n IS confirmed by both a postmark and a corner card
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How often does
Millard Fillmore
show up on perfins ?

How many perfins
exist on Scott 81 8 , th e
13 ¢ presidential issue
pic turing Millard Fill­
more?

A check of se veral
thousand U.S. perfins
over the
last
month
suggests
that the
lis t is
ve ry
short.
Poor old
Fillmore
never was a very popu­
lar guy. He appears on
on ly two U.S. s tamps­
Scott 818 and in one of
the 1986 souvenir
sheets that picture d all
th e presidents.

Even the offic ial biog­
raphy of Fillmore on the
Internet (at www.
whitehouse .gov) calls
Fillmore "uninspiring"
and suggests tha t h is
major accomplishment
a s president was to h elp
pos tpone th e Civil War.
He was never really
elec ted president: he
was Zachary Taylor 's
vice president and be ­
came president when
Taylor died in July
1850 .

Fillmore quickly
faded into obscurity af­
te r h is three years as
president . Maybe being
the 13th president had
something to do with it.
Maybe he was just
"unin spiring."

Either way there
aren't many perfins on
his one regular issue. If
you spot any, let the
editor know.




