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New England Group to Meet 
 

September 18, 2004 – 9:30 – 4:00 – St. Paul’s Church in Millis, MA 
Contact Bob Szymanski for further details. 

 

Design 10 Revisited 
John Lyding (LM-116) 

 
I must admit that the juxtaposition of Independence 
Hall and Design #10 shown in The Perfins Bulletin 
(April 2004: 67) appears to present a possible 
solution to the pattern’s model. However, I wish to 
offer an alternative solution. 
 
Until recently I had considered that 
Design 10 represents Baltimore’s 
Washington Monument on Mount 
Vernon Square.  
 

 
However, I recently drove 
past the Battle Monument on 
the corner of Calvert and 
Fayette Streets. I was struck 
by the similarity of that 
structure to Design #10.  

Especially please note the eagles on the corners of 
the rectangular base. 

 (Ed. Note: John’s discovery of the Battle 
Monument in Baltimore has real potential as the 
model for Des. 10. I tried to find better pictures on 
the web than those John sent (computer printer color 
pictures), but couldn’t find any better. However I did 
find an image of the flag of the City of Baltimore. 
The Battle Monument is graphically represented in 
the central logo of the flag – and note the similarity 
to Des. 10!) 
 

 
 

Holey Washington Irving! 
Gary  Denis (#3695) 

 
Until I received the June 2004 issue of the Perfins 
Bulletin. I didn’t realize that there were other perfins 
collectors who specialize in perfinned examples in a 
certain stamp issue. I had assumed that most perfin 
collectors focus primarily on the patterns of the 
perfins, and that the stamp design was a secondary 
concern. However, in the June issue Larry Cohen 
presented a checklist of the 2 cent Black Hardings 
with precancels, and later in the same issue, Paul 
Mistretta compiled an index of articles dealing with 
perfins on a specific stamp. I don’t feel so out of 
place anymore! 
 
My own perfins ‘specialty’ is the 1¢ Washington 
Irving issue (Scott #859). The Irving stamp is part of 

the Famous American series of 35 commemorative 
stamps issued in 1940. My quest for perfinned 
Washington Irving stamps began as a sideline to my 
Irving cover collection, which includes FDCs and 
commercial usages. 
 
The famous American series introduced a new size 
for stamps – about 1 x 1 1/8 inches; slightly larger 
than the definitive stamps of the period, but smaller 
than other commemoratives. They were sold in 
sheets of 70 stamps rather than the usual 100 stamp 
(definitives) or 50 stamp (commemorative) sheets. 
Bob Szymanski offered this as an explanation of 
why perfinned Famous American stamps are not as 
plentiful as other stamps from that era; existing 

 

 
 




