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How in the World Do You Organize A Collection of Perfins 
and Maintain Your Sanity? 

Ken Rehfeld (#3394) 
 
Since my first interest in perfins and joining the 
Club in 1977, I needed a way to mount my 
collection.  I collect three areas of U.S. patterns.  
Primarily, I am a pattern collector. But I also 
specialize in perfins on the US Special Delivery 
issues (SC# E1 - E19), and world-wide International 
Harvester Company patterns. My foreign interests 
are Australia, Canada and Danzig/Memel. 
  
At first, I thought about just mounting my U.S. 
directly in the catalog, as many collectors have done.  
But, the different size of stamps kind of put a 
damper on that. Some of my perfins are on 
commems as well as odd sized airmails. The next 
thing I tried was to use black stock pages. For all 
intents and purposes, this would solve my pattern 
organization problem.  However, when it comes to 
patterns on certain issues, as discussed in the 
Bulletin, I just like to know if I have any. I could 
write the Scott # in my US catalog in the pattern 
box, but I do not know what stamp is Scott #339 or 
#504.  When it mentions particular patterns on an 
issue such as the "Black Harding" or Lincoln 
Commemorative of 1909, you would have to lift up 
each stamp or take it out of the mount to see the 
issue.  This would take a lot of time, searching an 
entire collection. 
  
I could put them in glassines, face out, with the 
pattern # indicated, but for me, that would not let me 

review my collection in my easy chair (reclined) or 
share my collection with other philatelic friends. 
  
I was talking with a local Club member and he told 
me about CLEAR stock pages.  I found them 
through Subway Stamp shop.  I use the 8-row type. I  
put the pattern up and when I turn the page I can see 
the issue in which the pattern was punched. I do put 
black pages front and back of the clear page.  
Obviously, you only have one side to mount the 
stamps, but I can go through my collection in a 
matter of minutes to locate issues.  I do mark my 
catalog with a yellow highlighter to remind me I 
have a particular pattern. I pencil in notes, if a 
pattern is incomplete, on edge or if the stamp has 
any faults. When I check patterns in the catalog and 
see the notes, I am able to change out defective 
stamps, for a better copy (and then erase the notes.)  
I also note in the pattern box, if I have covers (small 
or large) or post cards showing the particular pattern 
in the stamps. Another nice thing about clear pages, 
I can change the layout of my collection at will if I 
desire. 
  
I do put my Special Delivery perfins by stamp issue, 
not pattern and this is kind of interesting. 
  
Finally, as with any hobby, it is for your own 
personal satisfaction that you choose how to mount 
your collection, but this is one way.  If anyone else 
has ideas, please let me know so we can share it with 
the Club and the new collectors to our hobby. 

 
 

Leipzig Local 
Gerald E. Soutar (LM#68) 

 
Ed: In a recent note I found a pleasant surprise: a 
photocopy of a bright red Leipzig (Germany) local 
post stamp complete with perfin. While I know it 
will not reproduce as beautifully as it showed in the 
photocopy, I still thought it would be fun to show a 
relatively uncommon local-post stamp. the note from 
Gerald was brief and to the point. 
 
“Enclosed are front and back copies of the only 
German local Post perfin I have (Leipzig). The 

German catalog number is 1.HB,40 and the user is 
shown as Herzberg & Bayer, Leipzig.”  
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