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Perfins as Postal History - #7 
Postage Due Perfins? 

By Rudy Roy (1124) 
 

 

 
 
Upon seeing the illustrated cover on eBay, I 
immediately reached for my Canadian perfins 
Catalog to see if this use was listed. To my surprise, 
in Addendum J there is a listing of postage due 
stamps with perfins known to have been used by this 
company. 
 
Pattern C38 (C/M/S) was used by the Consolidated 
Mining & Smelting Company of Canada, Ltd., Trail, 
British Colombia. Use of the pattern is known on 
postage stamps, too, but it is the only recorded use 
of perfins on postage due stamps. It is not a scarce 
pattern, having a scarcity factor of "G". 
 
The cover is straightforward. It was mailed from 
Edmonton, Alberta, on ‘APR 10, 1958’, without 
postage, where the handstamped postage due 10 
cents marking was applied, and was received in 
Trail, British Columbia on ‘APR 11, 1958’. In Trail 
the perfinned postage due stamps were applied and 
canceled with some type of rubber handstamp in 
magenta or red. This usage would indicate that the 
company was provided with mint postage due 
stamps in which it then applied its perfin pattern. 
When unpaid or short paid mail was received, the 
mail clerk had a supply of perfinned postage due 
stamps which, on picking up the mail, he applied to 
pay the shortage in postage. 
 
What I have not been able to determine is how  

Consolidated Mining was able to obtain mint 
postage due stamps, apply the company's perfins, 
and then use them on its mail with due postage.  
 
From this cover it would appear that sending mail to 
Consolidated without postage was an approved 
process. If this is correct, what was the authorization 
to do this? Sending mail without prepaying at least 
partial postage had been unacceptable in most UPU 
countries for many years. 

 
In the Nov/Dec 1973 issue of The Perfins Bulletin, 
in the "Question Corner" feature, Mr. Perfin (Dave 
Stump) offered an explanation as to how postage 
due stamps acquired perfins. He indicated that it 
may have occurred when commercial short paid mail 
was picked up the company's mail clerk, and instead 
of the post office clerk applying postage due stamps 
to the item(s), just gave unused postage due stamps 
to the company clerk after he had paid the fee. Upon 
returning with the postage due stamps the mail room 
person charged with perforating "all" stamps did just 
that, including the postage dues. However, this was 
conjecture, as noted by Dave, since there was no 
evidence this practice ever occurred. And it does not 
preclude the possibility that perfins in some postage 
due stamps were done on a favor basis. 
 
Since postage due stamps were never valid for the 
prepayment of postage, and indicated that a fee for 
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short paid mail had been paid, the need to apply 
perfins to them really did not exist. Why, then, did 
this practice exist with this firm in Canada? 
 
I would appreciate any help in determining just how 
and why this company could acquire unused postage 

due stamps, apply their perfin to the stamps, and 
then use their perfinned postage dues to pay for short 
paid mail. Contact me at P.O. Box 5367, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23471-0367, or email: 
rroyperfin@aol.com.

 

Beginner’s Corner 
Paul Mistretta (LM-111) 

 
Last month I began the discussion of perfin catalogs 
and how they were developed. I spoke to 
alphabetizing the descriptions of patterns, but did 
not then speak about the formulation of those 
descriptions. Nor did I write about what other 
information is generally presented in catalogs. This 
month I intend to make an attempt to fill those gaps. 
I will speak primarily to the US Perfin Catalog, but 
will note differences from its pattern where I know 
they exist. 
 
Beginning at the next step after assigning a catalog 
number in some predetermined sequence – how are 
patterns described.? 
 
The primary description in recent versions of most 
catalogs is an actual-size illustration of the pattern. 
Most commonly, this illustration is black (holes) on 
white (as is ours). But there are, at least, two major 
exceptions to this generalization; the current catalogs 
of German and of Swiss perfins, which illustrate 
patterns with white holes in black ‘stamps’.  
 
My guess is that most collectors use the illustrations 
as a base over which they overlay perfinned stamps 
to identify patterns to catalog number. And that is 
great! – It allows you to fill a spot in your album or 
accurately catalog your duplicates for sale. But the 
catalogs  give oh so much more information... 
 
First (for most American-developed catalogs), it will 
give you the alphanumeric description of the pattern. 
Virtually all of the recent catalogs of perfin patterns 
which include full descriptions of each pattern 
follow similar conventions when describing patterns 
which contain only letters and numbers (exclusive of 
monograms). Specifically, they retain the upper and 
lower case of letters based on the shape of each 
character (and not its size). And, they distinguish 
separate lines of information in a pattern by inserting 

a slash (/) between information from different lines 
of characters in the pattern.  
 
Monograms are handled differently in different 
catalogs. US patterns are cataloged by reading 
through the pattern from left to right and recording 
the letters in the order in which they are 
encountered. The German catalog lists monograms 
by identifying all of the letters in the pattern and 
alphabetizing the pattern using the first three letters 
of that pattern description. Other variants exist. 
 
In addition to the alpha descriptor, most catalogs 
developed here include size information (character 
height) for each character as well as a count of the 
number of holes making up each pattern. This 
information is presented in the same sequence and 
with the same separators as is for the alphanumeric 
description of the pattern.  
 
And finally, virtually unique to the US catalog is a 
coded description of the overall format of the 
pattern. For example the code 1H indicates a single 
character or single horizontal row of characters 
forming the pattern; 2H = 2 horizontal rows of 
characters; 1V or 2V reflect single column or double 
vertical columns of characters; A = a pattern whose 
characters are oriented in an arc; plus, plus, plus. 
 
These four items (alphanumeric descriptions, 
character height, hole counts and format 
descriptions) are not in general use in most catalogs 
developed outside of this country. As pointed out in 
last month’s column, some catalogs of perfins for 
other countries (such as Australia, France and 
Germany) do include pattern-describing information 
in some form within the catalog numbers assigned to 
the patterns. Generally speaking these catalogs 
depend on the illustrations to speak for themselves. 
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