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SOCIETY  INFORMATION. 
 
VISIT  TO  SLOPERS'  WORKS. 
 

Thanks to the efforts of Stephen Steere the Society was  
given the chance of a visit to Slopers’ works. This was due to  
the generosity of Mr. Cockayne, the manager. His predecessor had  
refused to allow such visits. He specified a Friday afternoon and  
not more than five visitors. So on the 23rd March five of us  
assembled at West Hampstead tube station, which is a stone's throw  
from Slopers'. The lucky five were four Society officials and  
Stephen. There was no time to notify members - and in any case  
your officials deserve some reward! 
 

The visit proved as interesting and enjoyable as we had  
hoped. We saw the machines in a variety of sizes and the current  
dies used to perforate stamps. Stamp perforation is only a small  
part of the business now, but we were fortunate enough to see a  
lady perforating "18" (London Borough of Sutton). 
 

Mr. Cockayne generously gave each of us a copy of the short  
History published in 1939, and also a "proof book" each. The  
latter are quite fascinating, although nearly all the dies were  
for non-philatelic use. It is proposed that these "proof books"  
be donated to the Society: they are too fragile to send out, but  
copies will be made and placed in the library whence they can be  
borrowed (but only by UK members - others could buy further copies  
from the Librarian). 
 

On a personal note, the previous evening to the visit, I was  
sorting a batch of perfins received from a charity: on a piece  
were a 19p perfinned TWA and a lp perforated TW. I suspected that  
the latter was a modified TWA to take account of the dropping of  
"Authority" from Thames Water Authority. The next day at Slopers'  
there was this die with the "A" engraved on the plate scratched  
out - and yes the A pins had been removed as I had suspected. 
 

I am sure many of you will be most envious of the lucky  
five. We have been promised a further visit again on a Friday  
afternoon at 2pm in August. Anyone wishing to go please advise  
the Secretary: if, as seems probable, more than five apply lots  
will be drawn and the lucky five notified.  So if you apply and do 
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not hear I fear you will have been unlucky. It would help if you  
gave me a telephone number so that I am sure I have got the  
message across. 

----------------------------- 
MEMBERSHIP  CHANGES. 

New Members. 
SELKIRK J.  23 LANDSEER WALK, MANTON HEIGHTS, BEDFORD, MK41 7LZ  
WILLIAMS T.  38 HAWTHORNE AVE, CHERRY WILLINGHAM, LINCOLN, LN3 4JS  
SCHRIEK H.P.  SCHIEDAMSEWEG 240, 3134 Bx VLAARDINGEN,  NETHERLANDS. 
 
Re-instatement  
DYE G.E. 
 
Change of Address. 
ALSTON N.     105A BOWERHAM ROAD, LANCASTER LAI 4HJ  
TRAQUAIR     WARWICK VILLAS, C10-110 MIDDLE ROAD, WARWICK, 

BERMUDA WK 09 
----------------------------- 

EDWARDS  CATALOGUE. 
When I send the batches of Edwards Catalogue pages to U.K.  

members I enclose a statement of what is owed. This is not  
possible for overseas members since it would break the rules for  
despatch at "printed paper" rate. So I note on the envelope  
immediately at the end of the address how much is owed (in  
pence): that is unless I forget, so if there is nothing to see  
there, wait until next time! 

J.M.R. 
----------------------------- 

LONDON  MEETING - MAY 5th. 
 

For such a beautiful sizzling hot day, there were as many  
members present as usual. Arthur Smith and Harry Dobson were not  
well enough to attend, but we had new members to take their  
place. 8 members took part in the friendly competition and David  
Scott took the prizes with a display of Railway Perfins which  
included hand drawn maps of the routes of the Railways depicted by  
the perfins. 

----------------------------- 
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