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ANOTHER TOBACCO RELATED PERFIN   By Rosemary Smith. 

Bulletin 261/7-9; 262/6-7; 263/20-22. 

Since W.W.I the social desirability and acceptance of smoking has  
gone from one extreme to the other. 

During both world wars our troops were actively encouraged to  
smoke as a means of relaxation and easing tension and fear. This  
was particularly so during W.W.I when many charities were started  
to send 'smokes' out to the troops. 

The following postcards show how two such charitable organisations 
collected money for the Tobacco Fund and the involvement of  
MARTINS LIMITED, Cigar Shippers of 210 Piccadilly, London W.I. 

The picture side of the first postcard showed the actress Dorothy  
Langley who, like many artistes, sold her photograph for "The  
Performer" Tobacco Fund. The words on the bottom of the card read  
"A special arrangement has been made with Martin's Limited, 210 
Piccadilly, London W., to pack and despatch these 1/- parcels duty  
free from in bond - - - " 

The second card shows a soldier lighting up his pipe on the battle  
field and the caption reads "ARF A 'MO' KAISER!" This card is  
from "The Overseas Club" and that too had a Tobacco Fund in the  
1st World war. Part of the printing reads "Every 1/- provides a  
2/9d gift parcel for a man in the fighting line, viz.:- 

¼lb Tobacco 
50 Cigarettes 
A Box of Matches and a 
Postcard addressed to the donor" 

This second illustrated item was one of these cards, addressed to  
New York and bears the perfin M/Ld of Martins Ltd. 

It is also interesting to note that the following are named as  
Patrons of this Tobacco Fund, giving their blessing to the 'evil  
weed'. 

Lt. General Sir Robert Baden-Powell, Chief Scout. 

General Booth of The Salvation Army. 

Rev. and Hon. Edward Lyttleton, Headmaster of Eton. 

*          *           *           *         * 
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SEEM IN AUCTION 

ALASTAIR WALTER spotted this in Arthur Ryan's Private Treaty List:- 

Mint Block of 4 of the CROWN/B.T perfin - on the 1912 GV Typo 2d.  
Clearly a fake - but described as "Fine and Scarce" - offered at £30!  I have no 
room here to illustrate the block but the 4 stamps have been folded into one 
and perfined through all 4 in one operation, giving upright, reversed etc. 
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