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FALSE  PERFINS.   By J.M. Rucklidge 
 
Please have a look at the following perfins in the numbers  
section: (for those with no illustrated catalogue, I have included  
the illustrations from Edwards'. Ed.M.R.S.) 
 

    TILLES       EDWARDS    LEGEND 
  -   0060.02   1 
  7   0070    10 
  -   0075    10 
  9.1   0090.01   11 
  9B   0097    12 
  -   0160.02   2 
  25   0230    3 
  40.1   0400.01   5 
  46   0460.01   6 
  55   0550    7 
  -   0600    8 
  61   0610    8 
 
These perfins all fit in a matrix of two six pins by three pins  
rectangles and could have been produced on such a device by  
selecting the appropriate pins. They run from 1 to 12 (except 4  
and 9). There is, so far as I know, no identity for any of them. 
 
This does to some slight extent confirm my suspicion that these  
are not true perfins but a month number (hence the restriction  
1 to 12) perforated by the recipient as a dating or security  
device. The superfluous hole in 0060.02 is perhaps a slight  
confirmation of this, as may also be that in 0610. 
 
Design 0960 and 0990 in Edwards could also have been produced from  
this set of pins, but it is not clear what these are intended  
to be. 
 
(I suspect 0160.02 will become 0160.01 in the next edition) 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO THE NUMERAL PERFINS. 
 

In Bulletin 164  (July/August 1976),  MIKE BURROWS wrote that, 
"because of the numeral system used by Kodak in their film 
processing laboratories, there is a tendency to ignore numeral  
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perfins on the stamps after the reign of KGV, with the  
exception of those used by Council or Hospital authorities. 

 
Recently (i.e. 1976) two stamps, SG463 and 464 (GVI dark  
colours) were accidentally soaked off pieces in error. It was 
apparent that they were perfins proper, the 1d perforated 9  
(or 6) and the l½d with a 4. The perforation was not through  
the backing piece; The 9 (or 6) and 4 are based on the 18 pin  
matrix covering an area of 4½mm x 10mm." 

 
The illustrations in Bulletin 164 are not accurate - they have  
been enlarged - but the 9 (or 6) and the 4 are exactly the same  
shapes as 0460.01 and 0340 respectively. Michael Rucklidge does  
not think 0340 (Number 4) fits into the same 18 pin matrix of the  
12 dies he has pin-pointed. 

--------------------------- 
MEMBERS'  WANTS. 

 
DK.R.POWELL, 1 WINDMILL WAY, LYDDINGTON, OAKHAM, 
LEICS., LE15 9LY, is earnestly seeking a perfin (any perfin) on the 
Canadian Map Stamp of 1898. If you can help, write direct to Reg. 
 
MK.OLAV HAAKONSEN, BOX 1591, 5035 SANDVIKEN, BERGEN, 
NORWAY, is seeking any Norwegian perfins - loose or on cover. He is 
willing to buy or exchange for any world perfins. Write direct to Olav. 
 
PETER E.J.COX, 71 RUNNYMEDE AVE., BEARWOOD, 
BOURNEMOUTH BH11 9SG wants any Penny Red Perfins where the 
corner letters are "Q H". This is for a specialist study. Write direct to Peter. 

-------------------------- 
MEMBERS'  QUERIES.  
 
IBHL  Rosemary Smith. 
 
Having acquired a number of Foreign Bill Stamps, on which were a  
variety of perfins, I found that all the dies were identified in  
Tomkins or Tilles.  However, one begs a question. I1300 IBHL  
6,16,13,7 6½mm is identified as International Bank of London Ltd.  
Can anyone throw any light on the letter 'H' in this perfin? Not  
identified in Tilles or Tomkins is another I.B.H.L with stops  
between and much smaller, so presumably the 'H' was there at one  
time to serve a purpose. 




