
does:

Having just finished the latest set of updates for
the curre nt Illustrat ed GB Cata log I can report that
some 21,450 different pen ems are now known on
GB postage stamps. This large number of patterns
coupled with the long lives of some of the GB
issues led me to believe that Joseph's total could be
beaten, but could I prove it? The simple answer is
no, not yet, but I could at least make a reasonable
prediction .

2. QV Id Lilac
3. E7 Definitive
4. G5 Typograph
5. G5 Typograph
6. G6 Dark Colour
7. G6 Dark Colour
8. QV Jubilee
9. G5 Typograph
to. G5 Photograveure
11. Downey Head
12. QV Jubilee

(1881-1902) Id 382(5226)
(1902-1911) sd 330\4514)
(1913-1934) Yo<! 275[37621
(1912-19340 Id 271[3707]
(1937-1942) l Yo<! 258)3529J
(1937-1941) Yo<! 248[3393J
(1887-1902) Yo<! 187)2558J
(1912. 1934) lr.d 184(2517)
(1934- 1936) rsd 182t2490)
(1911-1913) Id 181(2476)
(1887-1902)2Yod 178(2435)

Rece ntly I have been recording detai ls of stamp
issues, denominations, postmarks, etc. for a number
of GB perfin leiters in readiness for the New series
of Illustrated Catalogues planned to start in 1994.
The initial batch for which I have detailed
information covers 1,568 dies, and represents abo ut
75% of the dies known on those particular lette rs,
and so should form a reliab le guide as to what can
be expected from the remaining lett ers. Tabulated
below are the results of an Issue count of these
dies. The figures in square brackets are the pro­
rata predictions for all 21,450 GB patterns.

QV Id Red
QV Id Lilac
QV Jubilee
E7 Definit ive
G5 Downey Head
G5 Typograph
G5 Photograveure
E8 De finitive
G6 Dark Colour
G6 Light Colour
G6 Changed Colo ur
E2 Wilding
E2 Esd Machin
E2 Ep Machin

90
382
254
618
254
535
282
192
461
222
83

172
44
41

(1231)
(5226)
(3475)
(8454)
(3475)
17318)
(3858)
12627)
(6306)
[3(37)
(1135)
12353)
1602)
1 561)

Thus, the most per finned G B stamp is likely to be
an Edward VII one penny, in usc for just under
nine and a half year s. However, we will not have
confirmation of this until the new series of
Catalogues is comp lete in about ten years time so
Joseph's reco rd may well survive into the next
millennium!

In complete contrast. I recently came
across a perfinned copy of the definitive
sized GB stamp commemorating the 46th
Inte r-Parliamentary Union Conference held
in londoo in 1961. The stam p is perfioned
T.B.B (T03Ti'O.OI) and is the ftrst per fmned
example on this issue that I have see n in a
decade of perfm collecting.

Is this a true reflection of it' s scarcity as a perfin
or have I just not been looking hard enough? I
would be pleased to hear from anyone who knows
of other per fins on this issue.

MSU - Pattern

William C. Allen (#629)

So it would seem that over half of these issues
have the potential to surpass the 2c Washington
tot al., which the inland tener ratc of the day a likely
candidate for the most common value. Encouraged
by these figures, I carried out an other analysis on
the 1,568 dies, but this time against each issue I
kept a tally of each value encountered. Although
this proved to be somewhat tedious, it did provide
some inter esting figures. The 'Top Dozen' results
for this Value count are shown below, with the pro­
rata predictions in square brackets.

I. E7 Definitive (1902-1911) Id 429[58691

On page 194 of the October 1993, issue of TIle
Pofins Bulletin the re was. an article on patt ern
M242-253 by Doug Cutler.

The ten device perforator is in my possession. I
purchased it years ago from the MSU salvage
depart ment. The changing of the device was done
by the maintenance shop not by students.

The C was drill ed in an att empt to make a
complete circle C. This was done by hand with a
drill press not the machinery theyhad. Once the
holes were dr illed, the top pins of the circle were
removed in an atte mpt to make a "U". However,
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the results were less than desired. None of the
boles were so ldered shut. Some were damaged by
ncw drill boles in trying to even OUl the U.

Years ago, I sent proofs of the compl ete Circle
design and then one of the "U" to show the
transition and possible position of each U for those
wanting to plate the strip of ten . I sent it to Mr.
Louge, the old catalog editor. There is not one
pattern that will work for the "U" as each of the ten
letters "U" are individual and identifiable design....
Editors note: I ha'o't: asked member Allen to send
me a proof strip on plain paper. It will be
published in The Bulletin, when received.

Assistance Provided and Help Wanted

An article by Douglas Cutler entitled, "Bank of
Italy - Me zzogiumo" on pages 152-157 of The
July/August issue of The Bulldin, brought this
explanation fromone of our ncw members, Georges
L Robijn (#3197).

The card is a receipt confirmation to be returned,
' Ricevuta di ritomo", for an insured object, "oggetto
essicurato". In this case the object was sent,
"spedito", by the post office Napoli 23. to Mrs (1)
Michelita Purtrarairano. The phrase"Uscetoscretc,
etc." translates into "The undersigDed declar es to
ba'o't: received the insured item mentioned above.

The post card is an official document, which I
think was pre-addressedfor a highvolume customer
and prestamped by the sender.

As a good perfineest, I have taken the opportunity
of this letter to ask if any member would like to
exchange perfins with me. I collect France and the
Netherlands and ba'o't: more than 100,(0) perfms
available for swapping, mostly of Europe, of course.
You may write to me at: Kon. Juiliaealaan 12, Nt.­
1Z141K Vnorl>oug, Netherlands,

Want Ads and Notices

Want Ads and Notices are published
witbout charge for Club members on a space
available basis. Items submitted by non-members
may be accepted if space permits and tbe item is
considered of interest by the Editor. Neither the
Perfins Club nor the Editor can be held responsible
for want ads or notices.

If you wish to place an adve rtise me nt or
notice in the Bulletin , please mail it to the Editor :
John Lyding, PO Box 3342, Crofton, MD 21114­
3342, USA.

WANTED· Perfins and precancels on the Albert
Einstein stamps. In fact, I collect anything relative
to Einstein or his equation E . mc2. Harry Flower
(# 3158), 3 Wheaton Center Apt. 315, Wheaton, IL
60187.

WANTED - Musical instrument perfins on stamps
of exhibit quality from any country for inclusion in
a musical instrument top ical collection. Also
needed mint non-US stamps without perfms that
have either trout, salmon, or cactus flowers. Jim
Davenport (#2316), 901 G arrison Drive, Cortez,
CO 81321.

TRADE & SELL - Acquired a large collection of
US perfins andwouldlike to trade for my hard to
find perfms for your hard to find perfins. Would
like to exchange wantlists. I will also sell perfies to
those who are unable to trade. I will also search
for yourmissing topicalsand special collection item s
(i.e., PC-perfins, parcel post, air mail, etc.). For
beginners, I will search for the hard to find E's and
D's while they last . Send your wantlist and
instructions to Chuck Spaulding (#2355), 48
Strathmore Lane, Rockville Centre, NY 11570.

By: Bowman (#1279)

By: Bowman (#1279)

By: Bowman (#1279)

The Seaetary's Report
The Secretary is Ralph W. Smith, R.R.l Box 5645

Dryden, ME 04225

NEW MEMBERS:
3200 Huss, Leland L; 3123 Hull Ave.. Des Moines, IA 50317

US & Great Britain, Beginner
3201 Barker, Robert E.; PO Box 888063, Atlanta, GA 30356

US ,Beginner
3202 Long, Rosa E.. 368 Norwood Ave.. Buffalo, NY 14222

US,1legUme<
3203 Damschroder, Mary; 1m N. Strange Rd .; Graytown, OH 43432

Worldwide, Beginner . .. .. ....• By: Ottenheimer (LM86)
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