FRANCIS A HANCOCK - PERFORATOR OF POSTAGE STAMPS

JOHN MATHEWS has spent some very useful hours in the National
Library of Australia, near to where he lives, looking through the
London Directories. One of the references tied in with a piece of
information in John Nelson's "The Handbook of British Perfins". John
Mathews writes:-

"In his book, John Nelson talks of Francis Hancock, printer and
stationer, of the Wood Street (EC) Post Office; who later co-
founded The Initial Perforating Co. Limited. Hancock's half page
advertisement in the 1878 London Directory (see below) contains
much interesting information, and the coat of arms! His offer to
perforate free of charge indicates the competitive nature of
business amongst the various postmasters in the EC postal district. "

1878.] - LONDON ADVERTISEMENTS. 139

IMPORTANT NOTICE oo™, POSTAGE STAMPS.

FRANCIS A. HANCOCK, Printer.and Stationer,
WOOD STREET (@ M ¥, I8 SUPPLYING POSTAGE
POST OFFICE, : - AND OTHETL STAMPS
Egrqsﬁcﬁ% PERFORATED

WITH THE INITIAL GF AXNY FIRM, X

FREE OF CHARG.

FOR PERFORATINC.

Wrond the valie Dt L 3y~ which can

LL]

TERMS :(—Firms ming,?i'.’o montaly o charge whaterer is made
be had not less shan £35 &t one time. i

SMALL CONSUMERS OF STAMPS can be supplied on the following wrme—a ciarec is made fr the die on frsy onder,
et 1o, mceariing . the nutber of legters.  Stamps can be supplicd pot less than £3 wortiut a time (a~ottad o desired) ac the

EXTRACT FROM “BRITISH POSTAL GUIDE.” pages 20 and 21.

& L eopsoqaence of representations made to the Post Uffice by various Pirus x_h:u The e 5 fuason u-'_!-:i. :"-..1: t"n.':r RN
“stamps werc prrininel by porsons in their ciplay, the Departincot has r-commtnd@ ezl_bn:rt.hl_t the nane of Finus, L.;«‘.. tme printad nn| ’m_-
back OF e stainges, oof T initials fnrfomtel through the stazaps b3 meins of 3 machice deci-t e the purpo<e: £a LARL m..‘ sute o
roier rendered dimicult (Postmasters baving bt inntnicid nol W purei-2 any of thewm), there may e e o

valat of the slatige wtll.

sued st beotns gier-y re

§oL loinptation §eostead Pn, - - — i 7

I THi. ADVANTAGES OF THE ABOVIE SYSTEM ABRE, o — i .

[ smis-appropriation or purloinlng. It prevents the Sale of Stamps so pe-forated. It is recognised

It p::t’:?.:‘:é’;‘;:iféﬂheapby G.v.0. autnorities. Ttis an advertisement. It can be apphied to Receipt Stamps,
Forcign Bill Stamps, Postage Wrappers, Post Cards, Postage Envelopes, Telegraph Staups, %c,

——;H Orleea £ St eaps must \;' accmup-uli-.hl by Cashoor a4 Leque parable in Londeg, orems 8 2001V BadR, o rthe .,,.,!,,r ot PraNces
A HaANCGR, 6 arrangeinelt may be made fur payincut on delinery,  Unlers racivet by Firt Moming Poetwal e dedivend Ly weon
the follonin g Jday. -

Sheald veon e ato
s fortation Uhat inay io requined, . B ) o
The “ Wood Street Post Office,” 37 & 38, Wood Street, E.C., & Steam Printing Works, Moor Lane.

T TS ENTLERE NT WITH ARGl FIRMS, MACHINE PREINTING Firt ‘THE TRADE.
CONTRACTS ENTERED X ' : F. A. HANCOCK, Propriotor.

:‘:r.fu.ﬂ:r.- atove plan, please sond pame and aidress, aod ¢ ir vey reseatative wili wait nyonyen and pive any furtier

Receipt Stamps (o\'::l'prinlqd with the pame of the inn PREE ¥ CHARGHE (ju sccordunce with the special mstructions fromn the
1.0 \HD Ul-‘-l.\'l..\..\'ll REVENUE), Five Pounds ut a time iing orderel.
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"The perfin shown in the ad. (F.A.H) does not appear in the New
Illustrated Catalogue but there is a very similar one, FAH
(F0125.01), which might have been his own. Are there any of these
known with "Wood St" postmarks?

In the 1880's and early 1890's, amongst the tenants at 37 Wood St,
the London Directory lists "Hancock Bros, printers" and "The
Initial  Perforating Co.Limited". Is it possible that H.B.s..
(H0805.01) and IPC°/LTD (12055.01) were their respective perfins,
produced by Francis Hancock?"
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