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USED ON THE OPPOSITE SIDES OF THE WORLD? By John Mathews 

Machine number 644 7 in the workshop ledgers of  
Joseph Sloper and Co. has a strike of the  
letters "O.K" and, from dated entries either  
side of it, must have been made late in 1884. 

I had identified it with an Australian perfin  
known to have been used over the period 1890 to  
1974, and had been curious why no dated example 
could be found earlier than 1890. 

Now, in the New Illustrated Catalogue of GB  
Perfins, I notice the identical pattern with a catalogue number of  
O0960.01 and a period of usage on GB stamps of 1885 to 1890! 

The Australian user is known to be Harrold Bros, and its successor 
companies Harrold, Colton and Co., and later Colton, Palmer and  
Preston Ltd., ironmongers and hardware merchants, of Currie St., 
Adelaide, South Australia. The GB user is not identified but  
these GB perfins are known with "London EC" postmarks. In Kelly's  
Post Office London Directory of 1889, the firm of Harrold Bros., 
merchants, is listed as occupants of 29 Great St. Helen's, E.C.  
(Great St.Helen's is a short thoroughfare opposite the eastern end  
of Threadneedle Street.) 

"O.K" was one of the company's main trade marks. 

*          *           *          *          * 

MARK LANE, LONDON E.C.3.  By Roy Gault. 

From information received for the catalogue, I have begun to  
wonder quite what went on in Mark Lane, London EC3. 

From the perfin evidence we have Bone Crushing and Glue Making at 
various times at numbers 26-28, 30 and 34 (Tomkins Numbers section 
0270.01 and .01a, and probably 0270.02 and .03) 

Also connected with animals would be Sidney Smith Ltd. at No.52  
with his Flour, Feed and Grain (S0010.04M) and to cap it all we  
have 'The Tail Waggers Club' (POKO T4960.01 TW/C) at No.58! 

Presumably the tail wagging has something to do with cows. I  
wonder if anyone knows the area well enough to comment or should  
we draw a veil over what actually went on? 

 




