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colours are used to send Christmas cards and New Year greetings,  
so the stamps take on a range of additional colours. The  
purpose of the holes was to contribute to the festive character  
of the stamps."" 

(Ed:- and we had been looking for deep and significant meaning  
when the answer was so simple!) 

*     *     *      *     * 
GREGORY, ROWCLIFFE & CO  Bulletin 278 Pg.18-19.  
From JOHN NELSON. 

"I have spent some time having a close look at my Gregory 
Rowcliffe etc. perfins after reading the Dave Hill/Rosemary Smith  
article. I have never heard that country solicitors were not  
allowed to set up practice in London. The reason why they appoint  
London agents is so that they do not need to give up the time and  
have the expense of coming up to London whenever they are required  
to appear at preliminary Court proceedings or to carry out  
completions of property sales and other routine work. 

"Solicitors always stored their correspondence and papers  
for as long as they could but with the closing down and amalgam- 
ation of small practices and the increased cost of storage space  
there has more recently been a tendency to clear these papers out  
and for the covers to find their way on to the stamp market. A  
good case in point is the firm of Greg & Procter of Kirby  
Lonsdale who used Gregory Rowcliffe as London agents and to whom 
quite a lot of the London firm's perfin covers now in the hands of 
collectors were addressed. 

"I can contribute the following additional dates to those in  
the article but these are just on stamps and not covers:  

G0970.05 -   30-11-94  
G1005.01 -  13-07-87 
G4290.01 -     2-10-64  (3d Forth Road Bridge with 2 strikes)  
R1060.01 - 15-11-87 
"In the mid 1960's I contacted Gregory Rowcliffe about their 

perforating press but they were very secretive. All I was  
able to get out of them was that it was very old, was round in  
shape and was operated by pressing a large circular knob at the  
end of a handle.  I asked if I might be allowed to call in and
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have a look at it but was told that this would not be possible as  
it was kept in the ladies lavatory (an excuse of convenience if  
ever there was one!!). 

"Some years later when it came to my notice that they were  
using a franking machine I contacted the firm again but was told  
that the press was no longer there and no-one seemed to know what  
had become of it. 

"The indication that the press was round in shape could mean  
that it was of a kind known to have been made by Sloper which was  
fitted with more than one die and by revolving the operating  
handle the die required could be selected." 

*    *    *    * 
"DUFF" PERFIN  Bulletin 277/2; 278/11. 

TONY SWALES says that Whitaker's (1914) lists Duff (William) & Co. 
Merchant Bankers & Newspaper Proprietors, 113 Cannon St., E.C. 
Established 1793: staff about 100: specialities- Metal, Drugs and 
Chemicals, Textiles,  Paper, Glass. The firm are proprietors of  
"The British Trade Review". 

*     *    *    * 
MEMBERS' QUERY RE RBC/B - RANDALL  Bulletin 276/16. 

Again from the 1914 Whitaker's Red Book of Commerce, TONY 
SWALES found the following reference. Randall Brothers of 19, 21 & 23 
Lichfield Road, Aston Cross, Birmingham. The firm was established  
in 1899 by W. Randall & F. Randall. By 1914 there was a staff of  
nearly 100. The firm's occupations were Letterpress Printers,  
Paper Bag Makers and Account Book Manufacturers. 

Tony says Aston is not near Moseley so maybe this is not connected  
with Stephen Steere's postcard. 

*     *    *    * 

PERFIN "St&Co"  Bulletin 271/18; 274/16; 275/5. 

A summary of the information in the notes. Usually seen diagonal;  
is known on GB stamps from 1902 to 1918 with Manchester postmarks; 
found on an ARGENTINE stamp postmarked ROSARIO c.1897; known 
on a URUGUARY stamp of the 1899 Electricity issue; known on 
PARAGUAY issues. The Perfins Club 'World Perfins Catalogue' lists the 
user as STAUDT S CO.  Can anyone research this company in Manchester? 

*     *    *    * 




