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McI (Ml280.01) Mclver or Mclntyre or both 
 

Maurice Harp 
 
 

A very common die which probably appears in virtually everyone's 
collection is Mel (M1280.01).   The die is a Sloper die and has been  
recorded from 1871 to 1877 although I am sure these dates can be  
extended in either direction. 
 

In the Tomkins catalogue the die is given three 
identified users: 
 
1. Malcolm Mclntyre & Co., London EC 
2. D & C Mclver, Liverpool 
3. Burns & Mclver, Liverpool 
 

For all three users the die was recorded on pre 1d lilac stamps.  
Inspection of over fifty copies of this die has shown that they are all used  
in Liverpool except for one rogue copy used in Queenstown, Ireland.  
None are used in London. 

 
 
In the January auction a cover with identity is for sale used by D & C 

Mclver in 1877. In the 1877 Kelly's, Malcolm Mclntyre is recorded under 
Gibb & Mclntyre (Insurance and Shipping Agents) based at 7 Benedict  
Place, London EC which in turn by 1885 may have become Maclntyre 
Brothers at Leadenhall St., EC. At no time is there any reference to  
Mclver or Liverpool. I wonder if the association of die M1280.01 with 
Mclntyre is an error as this user used a similar die Mc.I (M1290.01). 

 
Can any member confirm the Mclntyre identity or provide a  

link between the two users? Details on the companies business, dates of  
use, cancellations etc. would also be of great interest. This is one question 
where every member can dig into their collection and provide a bit of feed- 
back. 

 
M1280.01 
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Rue Scribe, Paris.' So T3240.01 and T3250.01 did belong to two  
different offices of the same company. 
 
"But the connection with W C Rigby of Adelaide, South Australia (who 
incidentally supplied most of the text books when I was at secondary  
school) is in question. In the 1893 Directory, there is no entry for W C  
Rigby having their own office in London, as many Australian companies  
of the time did. My guess is that Thomas Meadows & Co were, at least in  
this instance, acting on their behalf and forwarding the envelope to Messrs 
Richard Bentley & Son. I do not know who might have made this  
amazing die for W C Rigby: I saw no mention of any of their dies in the 
Sloper books when I went through them in 1993." 
 
JOHN NELSON sends the same description of MEADOWS, Thomas & Co, 
from his early Kelly's Directory. He goes on to say:- 
"As for the W C Rigby envelope, how about this for a possible scenario. 
Early in 1893 Rigby wished to place a number of orders for books,  
required by his customers, from publishers in London, including Richard 
Bentley & Son of 8 New Burlington St., London W. The thin green 
envelopes containing these orders were not sent from Australia  
individually but were, under a standing arrangement between Rigby and 
Thomas Meadows & Co, despatched, unstamped, in a single package to 
Meadows at 35 Milk Street, London EC. When the package arrived on  
19th June 1893, each green envelope including that to Bentley & Co, was 
backstamped by Meadows, one of their own perfins (T3240) was affixed  
and the orders were posted off on the same day." 
 
'McI' - McIver/Mclntyre?   Bulletin 292/16 
 
JOHN NELSON says it would seem that only McIver is the correct  
identity and that Mclntyre is an error, having been confused with  
M1290.01. He has 10 examples of M1280.01 on stamps up to 1d  
Venetian red and 9 of these have Liverpool postmarks. The other one, a 
rogue to join Queenstown, is B47 (Llandudno). 

 
D & C Mclver were Liverpool Shipowners and proprietors of the Beaver  
line which plied between the U.K., the United States and Canada. 




