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A search of the Internet1 confirms the information on 
the previous page.  In 1917 (the postmark date of the 
cover) Mr. Charles Gibson was the sole owner of 
Gibson-Snow Co., Inc., Albany, NY.  Gibson had 
started working as an office boy for the original 
company, A. McClure & Company, in 1870 and 
rapidly advanced to membership in the firm in 1883.  
In 1892 the firm was renamed Walker & Gibson 
with Gibson’s lifelong associate, Mr. W. J. Walker, 
as his partner.  Upon Walker’s death in 1904, Gibson 
became the sole owner of the firm.  It continued 
operation under Walker & Gibson until 1917 when 
the business was incorporated under the firm name 
of Gibson-Snow Company, Inc.   
 
Under Gibson’s leadership the business rapidly grew 
with branches in several New York cities; all 
handling drugs, druggists’ supplies, chemicals, and 
essential oils.  In 1927 it employed 500 people and 

did business over an area of 75,000 square miles.  
 
Copies of this information have been forwarded to 
the new U.S. Catalog Editor, Steve Endicott. Steve 
agrees with the above analysis and will list Gibson-
Snow Co., Inc., Albany, NY as an alternate user for 
pattern W211 in the next Additions & Corrections to 
the U.S. Perfins Catalog.     
 
So, in the end, I still do not have a copy of pattern 
W212 in my collection and the user for that pattern 
remains unknown.  However, I did find a new 
alternate user for pattern W211 and was reminded 
that “You Really Do Need to Look Inside”!   
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You Really Need to Look Inside (cont.) 

A “Whatisit” Solved 
Another Bogus Perfinned Overprint 

Tony Stanford - GB Overprints Society & Maurice Harp - G.B. Perfin Society 
[Editor’s note: Jerry Soutar (LM#68) recently sent 
the item shown in Figure 1  to Bob Szymanski after 
reading Bob’s article “British Bechuanaland” in the 
September/October 2009 Bulletin [63:107].  We then 
forwarded it Maurice Harp, G. B. Perfin Society and 
Tony Stanford, GB Overprints Society for 
assistance.  Many thanks go to both of them for 
sharing their expert knowledge with us.]  
 
Tony Stanford states that the “BRITISH” overprint  
(Figure 1) is completely bogus. It is on the 2½d  
value, Scott #114, with “WHH/& Co” perfin, pattern 
W3640.02.  Walter H Hindley & Co., Jute and 
Canvas Manufacturers, located at 62/63 Queen 
Street, Cheapside, London is the recognized user of 
this perfin.   By comparison, the stamp shown in 
Figure 2 is the another 2½d value with a genuine  
“BRITISH” overprint in similar small characters, for 

use in the Oil Rivers Protectorate region of what is 
now Nigeria.  
 
The cancellation on the bogus overprint appears to 
be one of the London hooded cancels illustrated in 
Figure 4. Also, he suspects that close inspection will 
reveal that ink from this overprint has penetrated into 
the perfin holes. 
 
Maurice Harp adds that he would guess that Figure 1 
is a home made production.  When he was a child 
there was a toy on sale in Britain called the “John 
Bull Printing Set”.  It was comprised of a supply of 
rubber letters which could be mounted on a plastic 
holder.  The child would sit for hours picking up 
little rubber letters with tweezers and trying to fit 
them into the holder.  He would then stamp his work 
on an ink pad, print the result and then proudly show 

his parents what he 
had done.  A number 
of the fake overprints 
that appear on British 
stamps were produced 
by children using these 
printing sets and this 
may be one of them.  Figure 1 
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