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Closed Album:  Dick Mewhinney (LM#60) 1924 - 2009 
Bob Schwerdt (#505-L) 

A prominent member of The Perfins Club, Richard 
L. Mewhinney, died on November 23, 2009. 
 
Many things can be said about Dick:  Eagle Scout, 
Scoutmaster, World War II Tank Commander in 
Europe, industrial arts teacher, principal, model 
maker, scroll worker, family man. 
 
In attendance at his and Leona’s 50th and 60th 
wedding anniversaries, I enjoyed their happy 
celebrations.  Dick died just a month before their 65th 
anniversary. 
 
A prime mover in The Perfins Club, Dick was a long 
time Secretary (7 years) before becoming President 
for ten years (1982 through 
1993).  He produced two 
editions of the Irish perfin 
catalog, wrote a history of The 
Perfins Club, won the Hallock 
Card Award in 1973 and 1992, 
and earned countless and 
lasting friendships. 
 
Dick and I first met at the 
NOJEX exhibition in New 
Jersey in the 1970’s.  Twenty 
years later he was of great 
assistance when I needed 
technical help for catalog 
work.  He managed layout, 
typ ing  and  publ i sh ing 
arrangements. We worked 
together to produce most of 
the World Perfin Catalog 

series.  Dick introduced me to the Precancel-Perfins 
conventions, driving me to New Hampshire in 1990 
for the first visit.  We shared lodgings at several later 
conventions. 
 
“Dedication” describes Dick in all of his activities.  
He was a good man, a fine friend, and, I, like many 
others, shall miss him while remembering his 
friendship and all of the good philatelic times we had 
together. 
 
For a thumbnail sketch of Dick see page 105 of the 
November/December 1981 Bulletin [34:105]. (If 
anyone would like a copy of that sketch, please 
contact the Editor.) 

Defense Issue Checklist Update - Continued 
Francis Stunzi (#2665) 

Following are the last three+ pages of the current 
update of the National Defense Issue (Scott #899 - 
901) checklist.  This update is the result of a 
significant response from club members to the 
original version published in 2008.  Thank you very 
much for all of your help and input.  This completes 
this update. 
 
If you have any further additions, please send them 
to Francis Stunzi, 37 Smith Street, Rouses Point, 

NY, 12979-1602; email:  fastunzi@primelink1.net.   
 
[Editor’s note: The first two pages of this update 
were published in the September/October 2009 
Bulletin [63:122-124].  The next four pages were 
published in the November/December 2009 Bulletin.
[63:150-153]. The updates are indicated as a larger, 
bold asterisk,*.  If any member would like an 
electronic copy of this checklist in Excel® or a hard 
copy, please contact the Editor.] 

Bob Schwerdt, Bob Szymanski, Dick Mewhinney, Ed Linn, Doug Turner (l - r) 
Pittsburgh 2003 Convention 
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Pattern 899 900 901 Pattern 899 900 901 Pattern 899 900 901

N145A * * P43 * * * P201 *
N147 * * * P44 * * P202A * * *
N151 * * P47 * * * P205 * * *
N153 * P52 * * * P206 * * *
N154 * * P53 * P209 * *
N158 * P55A * * P210 *
N162 * * * P55.1 * P215 * * *
N163 * * P55.2 * P220 * * *
N165 * * * P55.3 * P223 * *
N172 * P55.6 * P224 *
N176 * P55.7 * P227 * *
N180 * * * P55.8 * * P230 *
N182 * * * P55.11 * P236 *

N182A * * * P56 * * P243 *
N184 * * P56.16 * P246 * *
N188 * P56.17 * P254 *
N189 * * P56.18 * Q6 *
N196 * P58 * R39 * *
N197 * * P59 * R43 * *
N198 * * P63 * * R47 * * *
N204 * * P70 * * * R71 *

N204A * * * P73 * * R75 * *
N205.2 * * P78 * * R75.5 * * *
N206 * * P80 * R87 *
N213 * * * P94 * * * R87.5 *
O12 * * P96 * R97 *
O14 * * P99 * R98 * *
O17 * * P117 * * R105 *
O22 * P118 * R110 * * *
O31 * * * P123 * R111 *

O36.5 * * P124 * * R112 *
O39 * P125 * * R115 * *
O48 * * * P130 * * R121 *
O49 * * P132A * * * R126 * *
O61 * P146 * R128 * * *
O68 * P147 * R139 * *

O68B * * P148 * * * R143 * *
O103 * P151 * * S2.3 * * *
P12 * P154 * * * S2.4 *
P15 * * P174 * S2.4A * *
P17 * P179 * * S2.7 * *
P19 * * P181 * S2.11 *
P25 * * P196 * * * S2.16A * *
P40 * * * P197 * * * S4 * *
P41 * * P198 * * S9 * *

National Defense Issue Checklist (cont.) 

Note: Pattern R139 was listed in error as R138 in previous checklist 
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S10 * S195‐9 * S363 *
S15 * S195‐14 * * S368 *
S16 * * S195‐16 * * T4 *
S25 * * * S195‐25 * T6 * * *
S27 * * S195‐35 * * * T7 *
S28 * S195‐43 * T10 *
S29 * * * S195‐52 * T14 * * *
S34 * * * S195‐54A * T17 *
S38 * S195‐61 * T23 *
S50 * S195‐64 * T24 * * *
S55 * S195‐66 * T25 * * *
S59 * S196 * * * T34 * * *
S61 * * * S202 * T35 * *
S62 * * * S204 * * * T36 * * *
S63 * S215 * T40 * *
S66 * * S216 * * * T44 *
S68 * S232 * * * T45 *
S73 * S233 * T47 * * *
S78 * * * S234 * * * T56 *
S83 * S238 * * * T65 *
S97 * S241 * T71 *
S99 * * S245 * * T76 *
S102 * * S247 * T77 * *
S103 * * S254 * * T78 *
S115 * * S272.9 * T81 * * *
S120 * * S273 * T81C * * *
S121 * * * S273.5 * T82 *
S122 * * * S274 * T91 * *
S128 * S276 * T105A * *
S141 * * S277 * * T105B *
S143 * * S283 * * * T106 * *
S151 * * S284 * T119 * * *
S154 * * * S285 * T121 *
S155 * * S287.5 * * * T125 * * *
S157 * S294 * * U2 *
S159 * S304 * U8 * *
S162 * * * S308 * * U11 * *
S167 * S310 * * U23 * * *
S170 * * S318 * * * U29 * * *

S170A * * * S320 * * U35 * * *
S186 * S338.2 * * U36 * * *
S172 * S338.5 * * U39 * * *
S191 * * * S338.8A * * U41 * * *

S191A * S341 * * U41A * * *
S194 * * S343 * U43 * * *

Note: Pattern T106 was listed in error as T016 in previous checklist 

National Defense Issue Checklist (cont.) 
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Pattern 899 900 901 Pattern 899 900 901 Pattern 899 900 901

U47 * * W2 * W72.51A * *
U49 * W4 * W72.53 * *
U53 * W6 * * W72.55 * *
U54 * W7 * W72.56 *

U55.5 * * * W7.1 * * * W72.66A * *
U57 * * W7.3 * * * W72.70 *
U59 * * * W7.4 * W72.73 * * *
U61 * W7.9 * * * W72.79 * * *

U61.5 * * W7.11 * * * W72.83 * *
U62 * * * W9 * W76 * * *
U63 * * W10 * * W78 *
U66 * * * W12 * * * W84 * *

U72A * W13 * * * W85 *
U73 * W13C * W85A *
U74 * * W14 * * W92 * *

U75.3 * * * W20 * * * W101 *
U75.3A * W22 * * * W102 * *

U76 * * * W25 * * W111 * * *
U77 * * * W26 * * W112 * *

U77.3 * W35 * * W120 * * *
U82‐1 * * * W38A * * W142 * *
U82‐3 * * W39 * * W142.1 * * *
U82‐4 * * W42 * * W142.2 *
U82‐5 * * W44 * W142.3 *
U82‐6 * W52 * W143 *
U82‐7 * W56 * * W147.5 * * *
U82‐8 * W59 * * W150 *
U82‐12 * W59.5 * * * W153 *
U82‐13 * W60 * * W154 * * *
U82‐14 * * W69 * * W155 * *

U83 * * W72.1 * * W161 *
U91 * W72.1B * W166 *
U92 * * W72.3 * W170 *
U98 * * W72.6 * W178 *
U99 * * W72.7 * W196 *
U100 * * * W72.12 * W197 * * *
U101 * * W72.13 * W199‐1 * *

U104.4 * * * W72.31 * W199‐2 * *
V1.5 * W72.37 * W199‐3 * * *
V5 * W72.38 * W199‐3.5 * * *
V6 * * W72.38B * W199‐4 * * *
V17 * W72.43 * * W199‐8 *
V24 * * W72.44A * * W199‐9 * * *
V28 * W72.47 * W199‐11 * *
W1 * * * W72.50A * W199‐16 * *

Note: Pattern W25 was listed in error as W225 in previous checklist 
          

National Defense Issue Checklist (cont.) 
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Pattern 899 900 901 Pattern 899 900 901 Pattern 899 900 901

W199‐17 * * * Y5 * * * Num18 * *
W199‐24 * * * Y12 * Des18 * *
W199‐26 * * * Y13 * Des28 *

W205 * * Z1 * Des30 * * *
W207 * Z4 * Des36 * *
W226 * * Num13 * Des43 * *

National Defense Issue Checklist (cont.) 

Another Closed Album:  Joe Laura, Jr. (#1238)  
Bob Schwerdt (#505-L) 

Word came in mid-October that long-time Perfins 
Club member Joe Laura of West Wareham, MA, had 
died.  Our condolences to his survivors:  two sons, 
two daughters, a brother, and many grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 
 
Joe was a retired barber and a man of many talents 
including bowling, gardening, raising rabbits, and 
philately.  He had been a major precancel collector 
before he found a penchant for perfins.  Prepers 
probably led him to collecting perfins. 
 
After World War II, in which Joe served as a Marine 
in the Pacific Theater, he corresponded with 
European stamp dealers and collectors exchanging 
U.S. dollars for perfins.  As a result, Joe amassed a 
huge amount of these “holey” items, and had 
probably one of the largest accumulations in the 
United States.  What a pleasure he must have had 
receiving those nearly daily shipments! 
 
I recall an incident that on one occasion I wrote to a 
British perfin collector seeking to augment certain of 
my specialties by swap or purchase.  The collector’s 
response was that he had sold all of his duplicates to 
Joe Laura! 
 
Joe’s table at several Precancel/Perfins conventions 
was usually the focal point of activity -- “frenzy” 
might be a better term, since he often sold a myriad 
of desirable philatelic goodies.  He was generous 
with his time and with his duplicates.  Years ago 
when I served as Foreign Catalog editor, Joe 
contributed much information adding lots of new 
patterns for our catalog work.  He was also a 
contributor to our Bulletin furnishing articles and 
checklists, particularly of U.S. perfins.  His huge 
inventory made for impressive lists! 

Because of ill health a few years ago, Joe sold the 
bulk of his perfin accumulation.  As his health began 
to improve, he missed his collections so much that 
he started to collect perfins once more.  I am 
uncertain how well he progressed with his perfin 
collection, but it was gratifying to learn that he had 
received the Hallock Card award for 2009.  The 
award made him a very happy fellow. 
 
Citing from the September/October 2009 Bulletin 
Hallock Card notice:  “Joe has been without peer in 
perfin circles” [63:103].  How true!  Joe will 
certainly be missed by many Perfin Club members. 

Joe Laura (left) receives the 2009 Hallock 
Card Award from President Bob Szymanski  

July 2009 




