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Paquebot Cover with Perfin 
John Lyding (LM#116) 

Paquebot is French for “packet boat”.  The term was 
adopted by the Universal Postal Union in 1891 and 
in 1896 was clarified in the regulations for mail 
posted on the high seas aboard ocean-going ships.  
That treaty and the service still exist today.  
   
Section 763.1 of the USPS International Mail 
Manual  states: “Mail posted aboard commercial 
vessels on the high seas may bear postage stamps of 
the country whose flag the vessel flies.  On arrival at 
the port, an office of that ship must give the mail to 
the post office of the foreign city.  That post office 
must cancel the stamps and dispatch the items.  If the 

stamps are foreign, the Post Office facility must use 
a special Paquebot postmark or apply the word 
“PAQUEBOT” to the envelope in ink or with a 
rubber stamp.”   
 

Here is what I was able to determine about the cover 
illustrated in Figure 1 above and its various 
markings, starting with the smaller of the two 
cancels and going around the cover in a clockwise 
direction: 

 CDS West Sacramento, CA 95691 6 May 1979 
- West Sacramento is a city in Yolo County, 
California.  It is contiguous with Sacramento, 
but the two cities are separated by the  
Sacramento River. 

 CDS Sacramento, CA (ZIP Unreadable) date? 
1979 - No one that I could reach by telephone  

 at this office was familiar with PAQUEBOT mail.   
 Canal Zone 15¢ deep green 1978 Towing 

Locomotive Ship in Lock (Scott #165) - Actual 
information goes well with the 1979 postmark. 

 Perfin Christmas Tree - Perfin pattern Des. 44.5P 
owned by Joseph Balough.  Joe was a member of 
the Perfins Club and he, along with his wife 
Dorothy, prepared the first Catalog of United 
States Perfins in 1979.   

 Addressee - George Consentini is a postal 
historian and APO/FPO expert.  In addition to 
being a frequent philatelic exhibitor, Consentini, 

along with Norman Gruenzer, 
is the author of United States 
Numbered Post Offices 
Assignments and Locations 
1941-1944. 
 Circular  PAQUEBOT 
marker West Sacramento, CA 
Posted at Sea 95691 - The ZIP 
code of that Post Office.  
 
 
 

 PAQUEBOT MAIL SS “KEYSTONER” STEAM 
TANKER NO. 266730 - The number 266730 is 
the United States Coast Guard Documentation 
Number for the ship that was originally owned by 
the Keystone Tankship Corporation.  That 
company was eventually purchased by a shipping 
subsidiary of EXXON ending the trail of 
Keystoner. 

 

Unfortunately, the current level of mail posted 
aboard ocean-going ships is very low and today  
PAQUEBOT mail is virtually unknown. I attempted 
to use PAQUEBOT mail during several cruises to no 
avail.  In general, cruise ships make stamps of their 
next port available for the use of the passengers and, 
unlike the movie Titanic, modern day cruise ships no 
longer have post offices or carry mail.   

Figure 2 
Stamp from Cover (actual size) 

Perfin darkened 

Figure 1 
1979 Paquebot Cover with perfin (80% of actual size) 

Continued on page 35 



 

 
 

The Perfins Bulletin - March/April 2010 - Page 35 

Paquebot Cover with Perfin (cont.) 

During the peer review of this article, it was pointed 
out that club members outside of California may not 
realize that Sacramento is nearly 100 miles inland 
from San Francisco.  The Sacramento River, which 
flows into the northern arm of the San Francisco 
Bay, is a significant navigable river that has been 
and is used for transporting grain and other farm 
produce from California’s prolific Central Valley to 
worldwide markets.  So, this PAQUEBOT cover 
involves an inland port that some might be surprised 

is used by large oceangoing vessels. 
 
I dislike attempting to write about anything until I 
know all of the facts.  Fortunately on those occasions 
when I have really barked up the wrong tree, an 
eagle-eyed editor or reviewer has saved me from 
becoming a laughing stock.  This perfin cover took 
me down some interesting alleys and added several 
postal history facts to our perfin collecting 
knowledge. 

Help Needed - Perfin Club Cover Sales  
Millard (Bill) Driscoll (LM#71) 

Over the past several weeks, sales of  covers by the 
Perfin Club Cover Sales Division have been virtually 
non-existent.  The primarily reason seems to be due 
to the fact that the current inventory of available 
covers have already been seen by members wanting 
this type of material.  Also, the number of members 
requesting perfin covers is limited.   
 

How can I help you may ask.  If you have any 
surplus perfin covers that you no longer need, send 
them to me.  I will price them if you desire or you 
may price them yourself.  You will receive payment 
quarterly from the club Treasurer for all of your 
covers are sold during that quarter.  A flat fee of 
20% of the sales price goes directly to the Perfins 
Club. 
 

If you have not purchased perfin covers from Club’s 
Cover Sales Division in the past, give it a try.  Let 
me know what areas you are seeking.  If what you 
are looking for is not currently available, your 

information will be kept on file.  When a cover 
comes in that meets your requirement, you will be 
contacted.   
 

Many covers are priced at $1 to $5.  More expensive 
ones are frequently available.  All covers are sent to 
you on approval, with the buyer paying postage and 
insurance both ways.  Photocopies of particular 
covers can be made and mailed to you if that is 
desired.  For those with computer access, covers can 
be scanned and the picture emailed to you.  This is 
especially helpful for our members that live outside 
the U.S.  Every effort will be made to make your 
purchase easy. 
 

Give the Perfins Club Cover Sales Division a chance 
to help you fine tune, develop and/or expand your 
collection while helping the club at the same time. 
Contact Millard J. (Bill) Driscoll, 301 Driver 
Avenue, Summerville, SC  29483-2961, email:  
mdriscoll@sc.rr.com. You will be glad you did!!   

Convention Planning 
Bob Szymanski (LM#145) 

Usually, at this time of year I present all the reasons 
why every member should try to get to the annual 
convention.  This year's convention will be held in 
Burlington, Vermont - reason enough for everyone 
not familiar with this part of God's earth to want to 
come.  Likewise, there are many perfin collectors to 
meet and perfins to be added to your collections as 
well.  Well, this year I won't give you all the reasons 
to attend the convention. 
  

What I will ask is that members who think that they 
can make the convention submit any size list of 
perfins that they would like to see at the convention 
for sale or trade so that other members who will be 

attending will be certain to bring loads of these 
perfins for them.  Please send your list to the Bulletin 
editor by April 1, 2010.  Don't miss out because in 
the next Bulletin there will be a list (without names) 
of all the types of perfins - countries, topicals, 
revenues, covers, "A" rated, "E" rated, U.S.  material 
and everything in between.  I am betting that 
when you know collectors will bring the kind of 
material you want - you will be there too!  
 

Naturally, if you just want to come to have fun or to 
meet all the Perfin Club members who do so much to 
keep our club "humming", that is perfectly 
acceptable!  I'll be looking for you there!   




