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THE PRIVATE PERFINS OF SWITZERLAND 
 

A New Perfin Catalogue 
 

Through the good offices of Philip E Robinson, who lives quite near to  
me, and who translated the German Introduction into English, I have a  
copy of this new Swiss Catalogue. I am grateful to Philip for giving me  
one of his complimentary copies. 
 
The catalogue is publication No.4 of the SGSV (Schweizerischen 
Ganzsachen Sammler Verin) [Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society] 
and is the product of the Perfin Research Group of that Society. The  
author is MARTIN BAER. 
 
It has 240 pages: has the same size pages as this Bulletin; the introduction, 
text and symbol explanation are in German, French and English. There is  
an introduction to the early use of perfins, Sloper's invention and some  
other private perforator machines and stamp-affixing machines. The 
catalogue gives pictures of 800 different dies and information about more 
than 600 users. 
 
The catalogue can be bought from Martin Baer, Hohmoos 10, CH-8051 
Zurich. The price is Sfr. 35,000 incl. postage. 
 

*     *      *     *     * 
 
SNIPPETS FROM YOUR SECRETARY         Dave Hill 
Following my article on the P.O.Archives, since the closure of King  
Edward Building, The P.O.Archive has the 'Phillips Collection' but parts  
can only be viewed by appointment: so much for Phillips gift to the nation  
- which included, I'm sure, money for the building.   I do not see any 
philatelic magazines so can anyone say if there has been any complaints 
from philatelists? 
Since I wrote my piece on Early Ads for Perforators in the last Bulletin, 
'RH/&/JP has been possibly identified as Robert Henry and John Pearson 
Ltd, ironmongers of Notting Hill and Kensington. 
For collectors of Railway Philately there is TRAINS 1999 at Wembley  
15th to 18th April, organised by Francis Kiddle, with I think, backing by the 
BPT. It is a pity our Railways Perfin Catalogue is not up-dated for the  
event. 
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