
Are A-rated periins
really A-rated?

Have you checked
your A-rated U.S, pe r­
fin s to help determine
the accu racy ofthe rat­
ings in the 1998 U.S .
catalog? Catalog editor
John Randall wou ld like
to make certain that the
A rated perfins in the
catalog really are A
rated-that is , there are
ten or fewer copies of
them actual ly in exis­
tence . One way to de­
termine that is for you
to list the A-rated per­
fins you have in you r
co llection and send that
census along to the
pre siden t of the Perfins
Club, Bob Szymanski.
Szymanski will compile
a coun t of each reported
A-rate d pattern and
su bmi t that to the cata­
log ed ito r to be added to
the data base. You can
send your cou n t by
regular mail or e-mail.
Szymanski's address is
always on the back page
of the Bulletin.

Schermack coil
machine in auction

Patrick Fetta (#312)
sends a long a clip from
a Dutch Country Auc­
tions (Wilmington, DE)
sale offering a s tamp
vending machine de­
scribed a s a "WWI Vin­
tage Schermack
7"by7"byI3" Used w/
Coil Rolls Some Paint
Loss/ Ru st Top Glass
Replaced Back & Lock
Missing in Working Or­
der Nice Appearing &
Interesting!" It carried
an est ima ted selling
price of $ 100 to $175
but we haven't learned
the actual selling price .

New perfin from Finland-the first on revenue
Jacob Kisner (#2168)

Speaking of perfins

Local stamp clubs always need programs!

P
erfins Club members sometimes get asked to talk about
their hobby at local stamp clubs or other
gatherings. If you get such a request, be ;..--;;
sure to le t president Bob Szymanski t,

know. He may have some materials and no-cost IJ
handouts you can use to spice up your program.
Presentations at stamp clubs are a good way to
recruit new members, too. Vice president Rudy Roy
can supply brochures and application forms to
hand out to prospects. Let the Bullet in know if
you do speak somewhere abou t pe rfins .
We'd like to pass on the de tails.

Editor's note: The newS perfin is actually the 13'" Finnish perlin.
The World Perfins Catalog also lists a philatelic perlin,

ABOEX/84, issued fora stamp exhibition inTurku,

T he new LAPE 2000 Finland Specia lized Catalog, a tome covering 648
pages of in-depth in formation about the postal issues of Finl and, the
Aland Is lands , and re lated areas for the first time includes three pages of

in formative fac ts about all known Finnish perfin patterns.
As expected, Finland's ten perfin pa tterns are listed, illu strated , and ar­

ranged as to rarity with dates of u se and owners identified . A surprise en try is
an eleven th pattern, a W which is listed with the qualifying s ta te men t that
"information on this pattern is in secu re, as no postal ite m has been found to
this day."

The W perfin, a pattern first brought to my attention by Perfins Clu b mem­
ber Joe Laura , is believed to h ave been owned by the Waldhof Company of
Kakisalmi, a town located at the time of

J~.. _=...,=.,.=.=._~~~~=..=.,=..,=. ,~,
use in the 1930s in Finnish Karelia.
When Karelia was absorbed by Ru ssi a ••
afte r World War II, the town acquired a -ELOKUVAlI •• U-E~G~ A F B' LJ E TT-
new Russian name, Priozersk . It is 10 - :; , .: --=:-:- ;:-~ (" . ;;'_.

cated about 75 miles north of St. Peters- f p~V~1 39 .11k litP~...61.FT
burg. • • ' ~'" · ,r l .
. However, one Finnish pe rfm not listed I _ .!:;~ . .._
~n th~ LAPE catalog-a pattern [ have I •... ' . -.:2, .
Ju s t discovered-s-is a large 12-hole S , not Ii , AA5Y"' AKSU UN ~ 1 5 A lJYY lE I~AYE 'O 35;;

to be confuse d with the al ready known llitf =,I='N=T=RA=O=E=SA=V=C=' f=TE=N='=' G=_="=S=TA=",=.=HrS_kA_TI_ 3_5-"-1J
smal l S. pattern of Finland's Sampo J.
Company. My new Finland perfin is illu stra ted here.

••••The large S pat te rn is in a 1950 cinema tax stamp, listed a s #8 in _--
B .-E . Saarinen's Fin land Revenue Stamp Cata logue. _ _-.-It is difficult to co njecture just what the large S patte rn stands for :
or who its owner was. There is a possibility that the large S might be '------'
for the first letter of Finland's government printers, Setelipaino, who printed the
cinema tax stamps.

In any case , we h ave a new disc overy of not only the twe lfth Finnish pe rfin
pattern, but what surprisingly is the first perfin ever fou nd on a Finnish reve­
nue stamp.
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