
How many of those
$$ value perfins in
your collection?

Steve Endicott is do­
ing a checklis t of perfin s
on U.S. dollar value
stamps: the $ 1, $2, and
$ 5 values of the regular
issues. Just how com­
mon are such perfms?
They we re heavily used
by some banks and
othe r bu sinesses, but
they 're still not com­
mon. Check your collec­
tions and send a list of
the dollar-value perfins
you have to Endicott. He
will compile a list and
share it with Bulletin
readers. Inclu de the per­
fin pa ttern, catalog
number , and Scott # of
the s tamp it appears on.
Se nd your list to Steve
Endicott at 20 Green s­
burgh Lane , San
Anselmo, CA 94960.
You can al so e-mail
Steve a t SEn di­
cott@.Fai rlsaac.com.

Michigan postage
dues also have
perfin/precancel

PSS president Dave
Smith says he has seen
19 17 issu e postage dues
with the state of Michi­
gan perfin and with
straight-line crayon can­
ce ls , su gges tin g possible
silent precance l/perfin
use. Does anyone have
an example ei ther on or
off cover? Does anyone
know any more about
this item. Please contact
the Bulletin editor or
Smith (at 125 West 6 th ,

Rochester, IN 46975) .

Francis A. Hancock: competitor to Joseph Sloper

For a number of years , Joseph Sloper and h is firm had a virtual monopo ly on
perfins in Grea t Britain. Sloper's cleve r negoti ations with the Bri tish post office
made it next to im po ss ible for anyone else to sell either postage stamp pe rfora­
tors or perfins themselves to users. Th at monopoly was broken frnally and nu­
merous other firms got involved in the m a n u -

~~~~ure and sale of postage stamp perfora- POST~2TAI6PS piRFORATE-~
-.-..a.u:u Olr'o~ lJi

One such firm was Francis A. Hancock, .. Jll. ' J
printer and stationer, of 37 & 38 Wood ... ..!~~ IlANeOex l
Street, in Cheapside in east central London. _.::." "oem ft..~ _ ~
The advertisement shown here is from a~ .F:.l i!:'5£:;J";?~i:--';;;Z::':~i-;';;;'" '(
trade directory, date unknown, but proba- i ,..,:"~ :i:.~;;;"2:,siJ€:'li:E3FiiJ· .;J
bl f h 1880 found .y....... ~~~=n::::!;-:;-- - for Iy rom t e s . It was roun by a . ::•..::.i!:==-=>.:::~E~:: _ "
member of the British Perfins Society and~. . f€"t~~%~~~~~~
illustrated in the February issue of their Ip F?r: ~;;:;.e..;:=.~~--=== ;Q :~

.. __..~• • •~.~ f h
Bulletin. :.~~_=~~ :;:: If

ff "" -~- ...~.. 03 I-I
Hancock 0 ers to perforate s tamps free USE HANeo '. _ - ,.., . i

of ch arge . The user of the perfin was ex - .. .u.. ~~S PE:RFO~ATOii'./jfor th . - 1II:r_..,, '-!IQr Al.~no... . ' \)peeted to pay .lor t e perfin die , of cou rse , ~ ......., ... --. ...__
hi h Id be tai d b H k A -<lb •• • ' " • z.. ~~ .w c wou , re arne y ancoc. s ' ... "~. :,,:,,<:.:1::1'( i :.);:: 1::.<: _:;-. I

the user required perfins, Hancock wou ld '. ~orftI>u..~ •••~.~ l
perforate them and provide them at the 1'4:./1' j',n:·,-::,·,,;,:.'. :".: ,.. If. ',[ 'I
face value of the stamps. Dr. Harvey : ::" i::':'.,:. ' " " " ,~-,>,i/ '
Tilles says Hancock wou ld make ex tra , - ' ..,. "';·~·J.,i I
money by buying postage in large qu an- CF:NCE! i i~i1 I::::/: n·... ..,;.~~ I
tities at a discount from face . --.:;;;;:...... : i'·'. ' ,.j o~;':' I

As the illus t ra tions in the advertise- ~IIA"'IRfbl-.Jl#ttll ~."...... -t:..i::.r.' ,
.~. ·~mm . ~ ,I

ment show, Hanco~k offered a variety of "'cGn''''tn~ H4Jf ," 4It·:':=~::~lJ:r

perforators for vanous uses. The para- : '~: i . I
gra ph in the ce nter of the advertisement ,', . i
reproduces an article from the Daily Telegrap h of March I

23, 1880, about a 14-year-old cle rk being h auled before a magistrate on suspi­
cion of s tealing a qu antity of postage s tamps from a wine merchant in Fen­
chu rch Stree t. The point, of course , is that the theft could h ave been prevented
had the s tamps been perfinned.

At that time in England, po stage s tamps we re co mmonly accep ted as pay­
ment for small amounts in shops and the post office would re-pu rchase u nu sed
stamps from the public . For a 14-year-old clerk at the time , a few pennies was a
lot of money. Whether it was worth jail time is another story.eugene 0, Alpe rn (#2049) found this cut strip which p rovides an identifi­

cation for U.S. pa ttern S I82.5 , which isn't identified in the new U.S.
catalog. The user is Texas Cement Plaster Company of Oklahoma City.
It's possible, if not like ly , that there are other users of the pattern still to

be found since the SMG doesn't seem to h ave much to do with the Texas Ce-
ment Plaster Company-at least not a t first glance , It's possible tha t
the company was using a stray stamp or that the com-
pany acquired the perforator durin g a
merger. . Can anybody provide any

background about the
company? The 19 29
cancel reads Let's Go /

__----~ Citizen's Military/Training
Camps.
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