
Canadian crash cover brings back memories
of one of nation's worst air disasters
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Endicott has new
E-mail address

If you've been trying
to send Steve Endicott a
list of you r dollar-value
perfms by e-mail, you
haven't been having
much luck of late.
That's because Endicott
changed his e-mail ad­
dress in April and forgot
to tell anyone. His new
address is
perf~uno.com.

If you have U.S. per­
fins on any of the $1,
$2 , or $5 value stamps,
le t Endicott know. He'll
share his checklist with
BuUetin readers later
this year. Ifyou don 't
have e-mail, you can
send hi m your lis t by
snail -mail at Steve Encii­
cott , 20 Greensburgh
Lane, San Anselmo, CA
94960,

ThePerfins
Bu lle tin won a silver
med al in the pe riodical s
division of the literature
competition at OKPEX
2000, the annual phila­
telic exhibition of the
Oklahoma City Stamp
Club, OKPEX is an APS
World Series of Ph ilately
event.
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ways
in Van­
couver. That cover bears
a CNR meter and was
mailed in Toronto.

The o ther cover,
which bears a partial t
CPR perfin of Canadian
Pacific Railways , was \
mailed April 7 in winni-
peg, Manitoba, to Dave ....
Seaton at the Hotel Vancouver. .-----
Ins ide the cover is a letter from an assistant mana ger at the Royal Alexandra
Hotel in Winnipeg asking for help securing a room at the Vancouver hotel for a
friend.

What makes the cover mo re fascinating to Whyte is that the slogan cancella­
tion on the cover promotes the British Empire Games held in Vancouver in Ju ly
and August 1954.

It was at those games that Bannister & Landy both broke the four-minute
mile, a fea t which earned them a statue in Vancouver. You may recall that
Bannister had been the first to run a four-minute mi le in May 1954 in London .

The other markings on the cover tell the cra sh story.

I
t isn't often that crash covers with pe rfins wind up in the hands of
collectors, but Ron Whyte (#2586) of Britis h Colombia has shared
one such cove r, along with the fascinating history of the crash in­
volved.

A Trans-Canada Airlines four-engine passenger plane with 3 1 passengers and a
crew of fou r wa s on a flight from Montreal to Vancouver. It was running four
hours la te and flyin g at abou t 15 ,000 feet over Moose Jaw, Sa skatchewan, on
April 8 , 1954, when it wa s s truck in mid air by a Royal Canadian Air Force
training plane doing ae rial acrobatics.

All 35 people aboard the plane died a s did the two airmen aboard the RCAF '-T:--:--::-----­
trainer. Wreckage from the two plane plummeted to the ground, s triking three
houses and damaging a nearby golf cou rse.

Amon g those killed in the cra sh were a member of the Canadian parliament
and his wife and several prominent businessmen.

The fligh t carried a quantity of Canadian mail and much of it was recovered ,
although most was seriously damaged by the crash and the fire tha t engulfed

- ~ -- the plane on the way
_ ~ down.

:::-: \' White ha s two cov­
• ers re -covered from

; the flight.
One of them was

addressed to his la te
father who was a

Jfre ight agent for Ca·
• nadian Natio nal Rail -

(Coft(lnllid Oft page J16j

The Pet-fins Bulletin-July/ August 2000-Page 107



CPR perfin on Canadian crash cover

How did the St. Joseph Lead Company
get from St. Joseph to Bonne Terre?
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(Com'nueJ from page /07)

A red rubber stamped mark on the front notes that it was salvaged fro m the
TCA wreck and red rubber stamp marking on the back carries
the endorsement of the Moose J aw District Post Office Inspector ..-­
and an April 8, 1954 date .

At the time it wa s the worst accident eve r involvin g a sched­
uled airline r in Canada. It wa s front -page news al l ove r the na­
tion.

The CPR perfin is Canadian pattern C52 , position 1, with
four pi ns mi ssing from the pattern at bottom right. It is on Scott ...............,
#288, which is a scarce s tamp with the C52 pattern on it com-
pared with other stamps in the 284-288 serie s. Whyte says the only co py he
has in his collection is the one on this cover.

In a recen t club auction, he purchased a cover bearing two co pies of 8159 ,
postmarke d Bonne Terre , MO, with a printed corner card saying "Mter 5 days
return to Box 32, Bonne, Terre , MO, and with a rubber stamp comer card read­
ing St. Joseph Lead Company, Bonne Terre, Missouri .

In wha t way are the Bonne Terre Fanning and Cattle Company and the St.
Joseph Lead Company connected?

It 's worth noting that St. J ose ph , the origination point of the famed Pony Ex­
pre ss , is in the northwestern part of Missouri , just north of Kansas City. Bonne
Terre , on the othe r hand, is in the sou theastern part of the state, south of St.
Louis . They're not exactly close.

Does anyone else have any of these three patterns on cover? Does anyone
know of a connection between the three patterns?

Attempts to find a St. Joseph Lead Company in either St. Joseph or Bonne
Terre have so far proven unsuccessful.

T he editor needs help solving a mystery involving the small town of
Bonne Terre, Missouri. The mystery revolves around three U.8. perflns :
8 159 (SJLj COj , 8 160 (SJRjCO) and 8283 (8TJ jLCO).

The 8159 pattern is identified in the U.8. catalog as that of the Bonne Terre
Farming & Cattle Company. The 8160 pattern is identified only with a Bonne
Terre postmark. 8 283 is identified as the pattern of the St. J oseph Lead Com­
pany of St. Joseph. That 's where the mystery comes in.

The average price
paid for an A-rated per­
fin in Auc tion # 17 was
$2.88. Th e average B­
rated perfin went for
$2. 12. Sch ennac ks in
the au ction brou ght an
average of $3. 1 1. Dr.
David Bennett con tin ­
u ed his upda te of the
listin g of perfins on the
U.S. offset issu e of
191 8 41 920 . And the
1975 July/Au gust dou­
ble issue of the Bulletin
in clu de d a lis ting of
members and t heir co l­
lectin g specialties.

How many
perfins are there
on Columbians?

Are perfins on the
Columbians that
scarce? In the January
issue, president Bob
Szymanski offered to
put together a list of the
known pe rfins on the
1893 Colum bians. So
far only a couple of
members h ave indicated
they have any of these
perfins . Over the years ,
we have heard reports of
more th an just a few of
the Columbians with
perfins . If you have one
in you r collection, share
the de tails with
Szymanski so we can
get a decent grasp of the
num ber that actually
exist. Szymanski's ad­
d re s s is always on the
back cover of every is ­
sue .
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