
CPR perfin on Canadian crash cover

How did the St. Joseph Lead Company
get from St. Joseph to Bonne Terre?
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(Com'nueJ from page /07)

A red rubber stamped mark on the front notes that it was salvaged fro m the
TCA wreck and red rubber stamp marking on the back carries
the endorsement of the Moose J aw District Post Office Inspector ..-
and an April 8, 1954 date .

At the time it wa s the worst accident eve r involvin g a sched
uled airline r in Canada. It wa s front -page news al l ove r the na
tion.

The CPR perfin is Canadian pattern C52 , position 1, with
four pi ns mi ssing from the pattern at bottom right. It is on Scott ...............,
#288, which is a scarce s tamp with the C52 pattern on it com-
pared with other stamps in the 284-288 serie s. Whyte says the only co py he
has in his collection is the one on this cover.

In a recen t club auction, he purchased a cover bearing two co pies of 8159 ,
postmarke d Bonne Terre , MO, with a printed corner card saying "Mter 5 days
return to Box 32, Bonne, Terre , MO, and with a rubber stamp comer card read
ing St. Joseph Lead Company, Bonne Terre, Missouri .

In wha t way are the Bonne Terre Fanning and Cattle Company and the St.
Joseph Lead Company connected?

It 's worth noting that St. J ose ph , the origination point of the famed Pony Ex
pre ss , is in the northwestern part of Missouri , just north of Kansas City. Bonne
Terre , on the othe r hand, is in the sou theastern part of the state, south of St.
Louis . They're not exactly close.

Does anyone else have any of these three patterns on cover? Does anyone
know of a connection between the three patterns?

Attempts to find a St. Joseph Lead Company in either St. Joseph or Bonne
Terre have so far proven unsuccessful.

T he editor needs help solving a mystery involving the small town of
Bonne Terre, Missouri. The mystery revolves around three U.8. perflns :
8 159 (SJLj COj , 8 160 (SJRjCO) and 8283 (8TJ jLCO).

The 8159 pattern is identified in the U.8. catalog as that of the Bonne Terre
Farming & Cattle Company. The 8160 pattern is identified only with a Bonne
Terre postmark. 8 283 is identified as the pattern of the St. J oseph Lead Com
pany of St. Joseph. That 's where the mystery comes in.

The average price
paid for an A-rated per
fin in Auc tion # 17 was
$2.88. Th e average B
rated perfin went for
$2. 12. Sch ennac ks in
the au ction brou ght an
average of $3. 1 1. Dr.
David Bennett con tin 
u ed his upda te of the
listin g of perfins on the
U.S. offset issu e of
191 8 41 920 . And the
1975 July/Au gust dou
ble issue of the Bulletin
in clu de d a lis ting of
members and t heir co l
lectin g specialties.

How many
perfins are there
on Columbians?

Are perfins on the
Columbians that
scarce? In the January
issue, president Bob
Szymanski offered to
put together a list of the
known pe rfins on the
1893 Colum bians. So
far only a couple of
members h ave indicated
they have any of these
perfins . Over the years ,
we have heard reports of
more th an just a few of
the Columbians with
perfins . If you have one
in you r collection, share
the de tails with
Szymanski so we can
get a decent grasp of the
num ber that actually
exist. Szymanski's ad
d re s s is always on the
back cover of every is 
sue .
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