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Great Britain LF has
Masonic connections

The BuUetin of The Perlin Soci
ety of Great Britain re ports on a
new Masonic perlin-new in
1984, tha t is.

Member Steve Dunderdale
provided in fonnation about the
LF pattern of
Great Britain (it's
L2160.03 in their
catalog). It was
created for use
on November 19,
1984 , to com-
memorate the
centenary of the Lodge La
France of the Engli sh Freema
sons.

Apparently the perfin exists on
only a couple of values (the 12 'f.z
and 17p values of the Machins) .
The 12 lhp value was originally
perfinned for use on commemora
tive covers cele brating the Lodge's
annive rsary but postal rates in
creased before the covers could
be issued.

Du n derdale says the organiza
tion told him they h ad used all
their mint stamps and did not
further perforate postage for
regular use.

You might be on the lookout
for what appears to be a rather
scarce modem Briti sh pe rfln.

Meet Gary Hendren
Perfins collector and the new president
of the Precancel Stamp Society

P erfins Clu b me mbe r Gary Hendren was elected president of the
Precancel Starnp Society at the grou p's annual meeting in Albu 

querque in August. He is a veteran
collector of both precancels and
perflns and also has a thriving
business a s a dealer in precancels.

Although precancels are a first
priority for the Maryland Heights,
MO, resident, he has gradually got
ten more involved in collecting per
fins. Current perfms interests in
clude Missouri, general U.S., Swit
zerland and Denmark-the latter
reinforced by a collection he and
Doug Turner recently bought to 
gether and spent time at Albuquer
que sharing.

Hendren is also a Missouri
postal history collector and founder
and first president of the Missouri
Postal His tory Society. He's a mem
ber of more than 30 philatelic or
ganizations and ac tive in most of
them.

Hendren is a member of the or
gan.i.zi.ng committee of the annual
St. Louis Stamp Expo, next June Hendren
he will host the Missouri Precancel
Society when it meets in St. Louis, and in 2002 he will serve as gen
eral chairman of the Precancel Stamp Society's convention in St.
Louis.

He is a re tired h igh school mathematics teacher, coach, and ath
le tic di rector. His wife, Lynda, still teaches mathematics in the Patton
ville School Dis trict near St. Louis . Hendren has two child ren by a pre
vious marriage.
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P erforators were commonly used as canceling devices before-and after-they were used as postal security de
vices. This 1951 "service test card· is frem the coIlectioo of Joe Laura Jr. (#1238). It's a record of the United

States National Bank of Redmond, WA, annual certificat ion that its
perforating dev ice
used to mark paid
checks was work
ing properly. It
shows a perforator
date of September
1, 1951. The card
was mai led to the
American Perfora
tor Company with
a September 4
postmark .
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