
John D. Rockefeller, Standard Oil, and 3¢-a-barrel crude oil
Floyd A. Walker

I f you want to
understand in
flation. supply

and demand, antitrust,
monopoly, competition,
and some other econom
ics terms, you need look
no fu rther than a com
pany once known as
Standard Oil.

The oil business was
in its infancy and auto
mo biles were ju s t an
idea when John Daviso n
Rockefelle r , at the age of
23. formed Rockefelle r ,
Andrews & Flagler, a
partnership whose ace
in -the-hole was Samuel
Andrews' invention of an
inexpens ive process for
refining crude oil into a
fuel that cou ld be
burned for heat and
power generation.
Eight years later Rocke
fe ller , Andrews & Flagler
ch anged the name of
their com pany to Stan
dard Oil. In 1872,
Rockefeller helped fonn
a business known as
South Improvement
Company, an
"association" of the oil
re finers in Cleveland,
OH. Rockefeller was able
to work deals with rail
roads to give "re bates"
on freight rates to mem
bers of the South Im
provement Company
while othe r refiners h ad
to pay much higher
prices to ship their prod
u cts to the major mar
kets of the east and mid
west. For many, the op 
tion was to sell out to
Rockefeller's Standard
Oil Company-at pen
nies on the dollar.

By 1878. Standard
Oil h ad acquired n early
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that Exxon, Mobil, Chev
ron , Ame rican, Mara
thon, Esse, and other
major oil marketers were
c reated.

That same year,
Rockefeller retired as
president of Standard
Oil. He died. in 1937 , at
age 98, in Onnand
Beach, Florida . At vari
ous ti mes during hi s life ,
he was revi led a s a vi
cious cutthroat but also
praised a s a grea t phi
lanthropis t. He had a
personal fortune of more
than a billion dollars
(those are 1900 dollars!! )
and gave about half of it
to charity. His name
lives on in the Rockefel
ler Foundation and in
New York City's Rocke
feller Center. His c rea
tion , Standard Oil , lives
in perfms history
through more than 80
different varia tion s on
the SO pattern (S 195),
which was used in Stan
dard Oil operations from
Neodesha, Kansas, to
Joliet, Illinois , Billings,
Montana, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, Jacksonville ,
Florida, and Keokuk,
Iowa--everywhere there
was a Standard Oil re 
finery or shipping and
marketing operation.

Forming a collection
of Standard Oil perfms
just S 195 and its varia
tions alone--can be
quite a challenge .

Of the 82 different
patterns with the SO
pattern, only one is an
E-rate and that's the
one used in Newark,
New Jersey . Ten of the
patterns are A-rates , an-
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CHATTANOOGA 2001 : A precancel and perfin odyssey
Jim Callis, Precancel Stamp Society

Rockefeller & Standard Oil

Thank you for not
groaning too loudly

at the headline, but this
year's psS/Perlins Club
meeting in Chattanooga
will be our annual
stamp- based odyssey,
whether your tastes lean
to precancels or perfins,
or for those who wish
the maximum experi
ence, precanceled per
fins (or pe rfinned pre 
cancels, depending on
which came first , the
holes or the overprint) .
So, having captured
your attention , we offer
a few reminders should
Tennessee be on your
calendar for this August.
Where and When: The
Cha ttanooga Clarion Ho
tel, 407 Ches tnu t Street,
Chattanooga, TN, 1\1es
day, August 14, through
Saturday, August 18.
There is a special PSS
rate of $74, for up to
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another 20 are B or B+
rates, 24 are rated C or
C+, and 27 are rated 0
or 0+. Finding them on
cover is even more of a
challenge.

Forming a collection
of perfins used by other
oil com panies . refineries.
shippers, and related
businesses can be an
even greater ch allen ge.
Howeve r, if you formed a
collec tion of perfins used
by companies that were
not connected to Stan
dard Oil in some way, it
will be significantly
smaller.

four persons in a room.
Reservations should be
made directly with the
hotel at 423-756-5150.
Beceter Bucks: Dona
tions in support of the
convention are always
welcome and may be
sent to Jim Callis at
621 North Saint Asaph
Street, #404, Alexan
dria, VA 223 14- 1929.
Bourse Tables: Tables
are going fast . By the
time this is in print,
there are likely to be
few, if any, left. Please
con tac t Jim Callis
about availability. His
telephone number is
703-566-5700.
Donation auction:
The Capital Precancel
clu b will hold a dona
tion auction. Commis
sion lots will also be
accepted. Lots may be
submitted in advance
to Jim Callis at the ad-

Most of the infonnation
for this art icle was

drawn from Intemet re
sources. The article it
self was suggested by

an article in the Decem-
ber/January 2001
American Heritage

magazine. There have
been numerous books

written about Standard
Oil and John D. Rocke

feller. You can find
them listed on the Inter

net at Amazon.com, or
on the shelves of your

10001 public library.

dress above, or may be
given to J im at the
conven tion.
Scheduled Events:
The general plan is
that the bourse will
run from 8:00 a.m. to
11:00 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday.
There will be no formal
early-bird session.
Thi s does n ot mean
that there will not be
an informal gathering
la te in the day on Mon 
day, just tha t the con
vention starts on Tues
day. The PSS will hold
business meetings at
10:00 a .m. on Wednes
day and Thu rsday . The
Perfine Club will hold a
business meeting at
5:00 p.m. on Friday.
The convention photo
graph will follow the
Thursday PSS busi
ness meeting. The auc
tion will take place
Thursday afternoon.
Grou p tours, which are
not finalize d yet, will
be planned for
Wednesday and Friday,
so as to not in te rfere
with the convention
photo. The Capital
Precancel Club is
sponsoring a reception
on Tuesday, with a
ca sh bar. The banquet
will be held Saturday
evening.
Hawaiian shirt com
petition: Jim Callis
and George Gilinsky
were thinking about
holding a loudest shirt
contest, but decided
against it when they
were told by thousands
(?) of people that (11
they al re ady own the
winni ng shirts, and (2)

they are so cute that
they look like twins. So,
to spare the feelings of
potential losers, Jim and
George abandoned their
plans.

Perfins
Primer

Q :Sh ou ld I use
hinges or s tamp

mounts when I put my
perfms in an al bum?

A:That' s very much
a matter of choice

and pocketbook. Fortu
nately pe rfins have es
caped the current rage
for MNH examples, so a
hinge mark isn't going
to detract from the
value of most perfins. If
you're collecting general
U.S. perfins. you could
well wind up spending
more on the 6 ,000 or so
stamp mounts than on
the perfms themselves.
However, using stamp
mounts with black
backgrounds does help
s how off the perfln pat
tern and can lead to a
pleasing display on cus
tom-made pages. One
hint. Ifyou do use
stamp mounts, try
sticking them down
with a hinge or a remov
able glue rather than
the glue that is on the
mount. That will allow
for easy removal---end
reuse--of the mounts.
Liquid Paper makes a
removable glue called
DryLine that is applied
with a small roller and
works well .

Samuel Johnson Boswell
The Answer Man
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