
Dig out your Canadian and try
to help Mike Behm in this study

Lyding's Bulletin article wins
literature award at BALPEX
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As editor, Lt. Col.
Cassidy resurrected the
Philatelist after a lapse
of several years. The re 
newed publication won
so many award s in the
1950s th a t Cassidy was
often selected as a lit
erature judge in order to
remove the Baltimore
journal from the compe
titian.

The award con sists of
a scro ll and the re cipi
ent's name and article
title are engraved on a
wall plaqu e at the Bal ti
m ore Philatelic Society's
clu bhouse in Baltimore.
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During the Baltimore
Philatelic Society's an
nual BALPEX banquet
in August, Society
President Robert Gib
son announced that
John Lyding is the
2001 recipient of the
Lt. Col. Mark M.
Cassidy Award for the
best article in The Bal
ti more Philatel is t. Th e
award was presented
by Lt. Col. Cassidy's
widow who provided
funding for the award.

The cited article was
a reprint of Lyding's
April 200 1 Perfins
Bulletin article on per
forators.

:Vince McDermott comes up with some m- :
• teresting items whenever he starts prowl- •
• ing through old postal cards. This one is a •
• two-part card , unused, half of which is addressed to •
• The Literary Digest and carries a copy of the F234
• perfin of Funk and Wagnalls Company, publishers of •
• the Digest. It's the back of the card that 's interesting, •, .
• however. It's a "Secret Ballot" presidential preference •
• poll trying to get a feel for how readers feel about
• presidential contenders Calvin Coolidge, John Davis , •
• H. F. Faris, W. Z. Foster, Frank T. Johns, Robert M. •
• laFollette, Gilbert O. Nations, and William J. Wal-
• lace. Now, trivia fans, just which presidential election •
• was this-what year did all these gentlemen toss, .

their names in the hat for president? •
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According to the Canadian handbook, the In
tem ational Harvester Company of America
a t London, Ontario , received Post Office per

mission to operate a pe rforator on January 8 ,
191 2 . The handbook states that
this re fers to the 13 perforator, but ...-----..
goes on to say that matching the
13 perforator to this approval may
be in accurate .

The 13 perfin has a rarity factor
of F, wh ich means that there were
between 300 and 1,000 copies re -
ported by the 57 members of the ...~_..........~
SNAPS Perfin Stu dy Group in the
early 1980s. Given tha t it is a fai rly common pat
tern, it might be possible to determine if this perfin
really was used in London.

Going throu gh my collection of this pattern look
ing for town cancels, I fou n d the following pattern
of usage:

Town Cancels on Perfin 13
Swift Current, SK June 5 , 1929 Sc. 110
Swift Current. SK -- 1929 Sc. 154
Swift Curren t, SK Oct. 17 , 1930 Sc. 164
Swift Cu rre nt, SK Oct . 22, 1930 Sc . 164
Swift Current, SK Jan. 6, 1932 Sc. 167
Swift Current, SK -- 7, 1932 Sc. 167
Swift Current, SK Nov. --, 1932 Sc. 174
Swift Curren t, SK Nov. 30, 1933 Sc . 204
Swift Current, SK Jan. 10, 1936 Sc. 195
Swift Current, SK •• 8, 1937 Sc. 237
Regina, SK Sept. 22, 1937 Sc. 223
Toronto. ON Nov. 1, 1938 Sc . 232
Toronto Carleton St., ON Sept. 25, 1938 Sc . 233
Toro n to Carle ton St., ON Sept. 25 , 1938 Sc . 235
Toronto Carle ton St., ON May 27,1939 Sc. 223
Toronto, ON May 2x, 1939 Sc. 235
Toronto, ON -- 1940 Sc. 241
--, ON·· 1954 Sc . 337
Newmarket, ON -- (1955) Sc. 35 1
Newmarket, ON -- (1962) Sc. 403

Thi s suggests that the perforator was used in
Swift Cu rren t, SK, from a bou t 1929 until 1937,
then was moved to Toronto around 1938 . While it
is tempting to think that the perforator might then
h ave been moved to Newmarket (which is just
north of Toronto) around 1955 , more examples of
town cancels from the 50s and 60s are required.

If you have information to share , e-mail me at :
mjbehm@kw.igs.net or wri te me at 39 Rosl in Ave
nue , Sou th Wate rloo, ON N2L 2G 7 Canada.

Updates to Behm's list will be posted on a new web page:
http: //www.kw.igs.netl-mjbehm/i3perfin.htm.
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