
• Is it possible that this perforator moved
around to a variety of owners due to take-
over by similar types of businesses?

[Editor’s Note: Later in this issue of the Bulletin
Vince McDermott pulls a lot of speculation into a
unified theory of what may have happened with this
pattern.]

W103 User Identification
Contributed by Vince McDermott (#1787)

Below is shown a cover documenting the (unknown till now) user of US pattern W103 – WHO. Clearly seen is
the printed return address of the White Haines Optical Company of Columbus, Ohio, wholesale opticians. In an e-
mail prior to mailing the photocopies of his new cover, Vince observed that this cover turned up in a local club
auction. Thanks to Vince for his sharp eyes!

Some thoughts on the S&F (S344) Mystery
Vince McDermott (#1787)

Jacob Kisner provided some valuable clues to the
solution of the S344 mystery in the Jan.-Feb. (2002)
issue of the Bulletin. His information, combined
with previous data published in articles listed in the
Index to Perfins Bulletin Volume 55, plus some
guesswork, leads to the following speculation.

Arthur F. Simionescu was a stamp dealer living in
Hackensack, NJ, in the first quarter of the 20th
century. He dealt in perfins, had a perfin machine,
and used his perfin on his correspondence. He used
self-addressed-stamped (with perfins)-envelopes,

some of which were pre-printed. He sent these
envelopes, along with stamps for sale, to his
customers. Remittance and unwanted stamps were
returned to him in them. He might also have sent
perfinned postage to customers or other dealers as
payment for stamps being purchased or for other
reasons. This would account for the variety of covers
bearing the S&F perfin being used by persons other
than Simionescu.

The ‘F’ in the pattern might refer to his middle
initial, the first initial of a partner (if he had one), or

The Perfins Bulletin • May 2002 • Page 56


	INDEX



