
Perforated France (Scott #) C6b
By Dick Mewhinney (LM-60)

Many perfins collectors have felt that perfin
collecting was not only an inexpensive collecting
field, but also was a field free of counterfeiting.
Unfortunately, any time monetary values of items
make it worthwhile, counterfeiting takes place.

Perhaps the best known high value perfin is the
French pattern EIPA30. Stamps with this perfin,
(only France Scott #C6) were sold exclusively at
the International Air Post Exibition (Exposition
Internationale Philatelique Arienne) in Paris,
November 6 – 20, 1930. They were sold at face
plus 5 francs, which included entrance fee. Later,
more of the stamps were printed and sold to the
general public, but without the perforated initials.

Genuine Counterfeit

This is one of the very few Scott listed perfins –
presently valued at $450.00 mint and $300.00
used. I have an expertised copy, plus an
unexpertised copy on the selvedge that matches

the expertised copy exactly. Also, I have a
counterfeit in which the letters forming the
pattern are larger. I know of two other collectors
who also have counterfeits – with punching
different from mine. Evidently there is more than
one source of the counterfeits of this pattern;
there are at least three different counterfeit dies.

Western Philatelic Library – An Invitation

We have received an open invitation from the
Western Philatelic Library to collectors of railway
perfins to use their resources. I quote from a
recent letter from David W. Ribble:

“Recently the Western Philatelic Library
was donated a large collection of railroad
books and journals..

“Enclosed is a list of the donation of
Oliver Atchison, editor of The
Dispatcher, a publication of the Casey
Jones Rail Road Unit of the American
Topical Association.... Perfins

collectors of railway stamps are
welcome to visit the library and
examine the new railway books.”

The library is located at 1500 Partridge Ave.,
Building 6/Room 6, Sunnyvale, CA 94087-2219.

Also enclosed with the letter was a complete
listing of the donated material (15 pages) which
I can either reproduce for individuals (5c per
page + 7% for the governor) or, if demand is
great enough, publish in a couple of installments
in the Bulletin. Collectors railroad perfins please
let me know your preference.
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