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Punched Postal Card Preview of Perfins?
By Dick Mewhinney (LM-60

Here are front and back views of a postal card I
picked up from a private local source. It was the
only ‘perfin’ among various items of this period. It
was not in the hands of a stamp collector. Note that
the postmark is Sep 2, 1902. Perfins were not legal
until 1908, but here is an example of an earlier one. I
doubt that it was punched at a later date.

I remember Bush and Bull. They were one of two
fine department stores in Easton. I believe that they
closed during the 1940s, as there were no family
members to carry on. The design does not exactly
match des#33 in the catalog or my copy of that
design. It is really close, but not exact.

AN ADDITIONAL LOCATION FOR MI 58
John F. Lyding (LM#116)

The Catalog of United States Perfins lists the user of perfin pattern M158 as the Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company located in New York, NY. There is a supplementary listing that notes the Manhattan Life Insurance
Company of New York and Staten Island, NY also used the pattern.

Patterns M159, MI60, and MI64 also used by the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company are shown with New
York, NY and San Francisco, CA addresses. None of these indicate that there were additional field offices. The
cropped illustration demonstrates that there was an important additional location that used pattern M158. Note
that the corner card lists the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company Sanatorium, Mount McGregor, New York. So
here is a new location for our new US Catalog Editor’s first Additions and Corrections pages.
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