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An Icelandic Revenue Perf! 
 
Paul A. Nelson of the American Revenue 
Association, Scandinavian Collectors Club, 
California, recently found me on-line with a 
translation of an article from FRÍMERKJAbla›i› 
(Stamp News) 7(1): 17; 2003. This full color journal 
is published by the Icelandic Philatelic Federation in 
conjunction with Iceland Post. This translation is 
reprinted with permission.  
 
Grei›slumerki are revenue stamps that were required 
on receipts for payments made in Iceland from 1935  
 

 

or so. This stamp, a 10 aur value, was issued in 
1935. It has a 12 3/4 comb perforation. Later 
printings of the same design were printed in 1938, 
1940, and 1941, with line perforation 11.  
 

      
 
This receipt, from the Shell Oil Company in Iceland 
(Shell á  Íslandi) is the first time this perfin has been 
reported to philately. The date of the receipt is 
January 8, 1936. The location of the company was in 
Ísafir›i. To my knowledge, in fact, there have been 
NO other perfins from Iceland reported on any 
stamp..

 
 

Spotted in Auction 
 

Lee Bastien (#3165) reports that Ron Leith Philatelic 
Auctions has again knocked down perrfins lots of 
interest. On September 21, 2002 five lots were 
hammered down as follows. 
 
Lot #154 – 3,000 USA used stamps 1853-1943 

which included ‘HNB’ perfin on US #834 – Est. 
$100 this lot sold for $140. 

Lot  #189 – Australia #5ca dieI and die 2 pair used – 
Est. $300 this lot sold for $140. 

Lot #1601 – 1940 registered money letter with 
atlanta Federal Reserve Bank perfins on US 
#570, #814 and #830. Est. $125 this lot sold for 
$140. 

Lot #1610 – 1940 Brazil matter 1 1/2c rate with 
James Mm Rhodes perfin on US #805 and 
Rhodes Colossus Magazine illustrated logo. Est. 
$100 this lot sold for $110. 

Lot #2279 – 27 Canada OHMS perfin covers 
19380146 – all are 4-hole perfins. Est. $100 this 
lot sold for $55. 

And from William Shields (#2951 comes word of 3 
e-Bay lots of Schermacks as follows: 

 
Item # 3307646405 // Scott #383 with Schermack 

control perfin. Stamp is fault free. Has a light 
pencil number on reverse. [Ed. Note: Des. 90-
18]             Sold on January 26, 2003 for $52.76. 

 
Item # 3307645587 // Nice used example that shows 

a "major" plate flaw in the "U" of US Postage at 
the top. Great item for the specialist!! Stamp is 
fault free. [Ed note: 9 hole Schermack Des. 90-
1]                         Sold Jan 27, 2003 for $53.55. 

 
Item # 3306409555 // Control Perfin [Des.] 90-65 

probably Scott 344 from the 1910 cancel 
although it could be a very early 384. From a 
very specialized collection. Superb in every 
respect.                Sold Jan. 24, 2003 for $26.55.
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