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Louisiana Documentary 
Law Stamps Cut Out 

Designs 
Chuck Spaulding (#2355) 

 
The Rev-Perfs project has been discovering a lot of 
cut out (punch) designs in revenue stamps. Most of 
them have been found in the stamps used by 
stockbrokers. So far, we have documented about 400 
different designs and we plan to include them in the 
final catalog. They will be included with the cut out 
letter and number designs in a separate catalog 
section. 
 
With the help of Club members and members of the 
State Revenue Society we have been able to 
document an interesting series of cut out designs that 
are only found in Louisiana documentary law 
stamps. The state issued the stamps in 1880 and 
discontinued them in 1897. They issued seven 
documentary stamps in different colors in 
denominations from five cents to five dollars with 
portraits of Louisiana Governor Wiltz on the cent 
values and Chief Justice Bennudez on the dollar 
values. Many state revenue collectors place a high 
value on a complete collection of these stamps. 
 

 
 
The stamps were mainly used in the Orleans Parish 
in Louisiana that was a complex of state 
governmental offices. I've found these stamps on 
mortgages, deeds and court documents. To date, we 
have discovered thirty-three different perf designs in 
these stamps. It seems that all the important people 
who worked in the Louisiana Orleans Parish 
governmental courts and offices had their own 
perforator. All the examples of these cut outs that we 
have seen only had one design type in each stamp. 

  
 
Jack Brandt (LMI4) submitted the only example of 
two different designs in the same stamp. This is a 
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rare perf. There must have been two different 
lawyers working on the same legal problem. 
 

 
 
If you have copies of these stamps please check 
them for cut out designs that we haven't shown. 
Designs 16, 17 and 18 were found in an e-Bay 
auction and we need exact copies of them. A 

complete collection of these cut out designs should 
be a nice addition to ones collection of perfs. 
 
While looking for these cut out designs please check 
the cut out designs you have in other stamp types. 
They are common in early state and federal stock 
transfer stamps. They are also found in early 
documentary and other stamp types. We even found 
one in a cigarette tax stamp. Study the stamp faces 
for indications of the users of the perfs. The 
cancellations on the stamp faces can sometimes 
reveal a lot of valuable data. Please send me copies 
of what you discover and we will include the new 
designs in the final catalog with a credit for your 
help. My address is on the back cover. 

 

C&P of Washington, D.C. 
Bill Moore (#3011) 

 
In the 1978 Catalog of US Perfins I came across 
pattern C&P (C405) identified only as from 
Washington, D.C. My sister worked for them – the 
Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Company – in 
the early 1930s. This company became part of Bell 
Telephone of Washington DC. Enclosed are some 
papers which show the location of this company as 
Washington DC. I do not have a stamp on cover, but 
the address is clear.  
 
[Editors Note: I have not reproduced the 
letterhead included with this letter since we do not 

currently have a “provisionally identified” category 
for anecdotal information such as this. The address 
on the letterhead [930 H Street, N.W.; Washington, 
D.C.20001] and the period of usage reported in the 
current U.S. catalog [1926-1938] are clearly 
consistent with Bill’s memory. With memories of 
the 1930s becoming fewer all the time I feel that the 
Bulletin is the appropriate place for these anecdotal 
reports. They clearly form the basis for future 
research. Often, when we know where to look we 
find what has been there all along waiting to be 
found. So, lets find that C&P cover!!] 

 

Member’s Ads 
 
Wanted: Canada on cover: OCE3, OCE4, OAE7, 
OAE9 and any non-OHMS special delivery perfins. 
Bruce Nesbitt (#3699), 76 John St., Ottawa, ON, 
K1M 1N4 Canada or nesbit3@attglobal.net. 
 
Wanted:  Canal Zone perfins – any and all. Please 
send availability and price wanted to John Chase 
(#3667), 1E East Desert Sky Rd. #24, Tuscon, AZ  

85737 or e-mail john-panama-chase@msn.com. 
 
I am willing to swap perfins! All countries except 
USA and GB. I have many duplicates of any 
country. Please contact me: Jaap Manssen, Laan der 
VN 31, 3844AD Harderwijk, The Netherlands. e-
mail: jaapmanssen@hotmail.com 
 

 
Advertisements are published without charge for members on a space-available basis. Members are entitled to one free ad per 
year. Additional ads will be accepted at the following rates: one insertion at 10¢ per word (do not count membership number and 
heading); three consecutive insertions of the same ad at 20¢ per word; six insertions of the same ad at 40¢ per word. Paid ads 
relating to perfins are accepted from non-members. Non-member rates are 15¢ per word for a single insertion, 30¢ per word for 
three consecutive insertions, and 60¢ per word for six consecutive insertions of the same ad. Neither the Perfins Club nor the 
editor accepts responsibility for the validity of the advertisements. Payment for the ads should be made payable to ‘The Perfins 
Club’ and sent to the editor with the request for insertion.  
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