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More on Kurt’s ‘B’ Perfin 
Paul Mistretta (LM#111) 

 
 

 

Those of you who knew Ed Haack, know that he was 
extremely active in creating and using personal perfins.  
Ed also found at least this Cummins machine – and used 
it on a limited basis. This letter from Ed (the bottom of 
which was blank and over which I am now typing) came 
(almost) immediately to mind when I saw Kurt’s letter 
‘B’ perfin.  
 
Originally on an 8.5 x 11 inch sheet of paper, this 
reproduction has been cropped at the bottom and 
slightly shrunk to fit the printed page. However, the 
information which I wanted to show – the shape of the 
B and the orientation of the pins - is unaffected by this 
slight shrinkage.  
 
It appears to me that the ‘B’ which Kurt has shared is 
from a Cummins machine – and clearly (due to pin and 
pattern size) from one designed for a use other than that 
of perforating stamps. 
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To complete the picture of why I suspect a Cummins 
machine, Ed had punched three additional letters at 
the bottom left of the page. The ‘c’ in the set 
reproduced below is of particular interest since it 
suggests that he height of letters could also be 
somewhat manipulated on this machine. 

 
 

The patterns here an d on Kurt’s stamp are illegal 
size (as noted above – both as to pin size and also to 
pattern size’.  
 
All this having been said, I show below the envelope 
in which the letter was delivered – and the punches 
in the four stamps used to frank it. Recognizing that 
these were ‘favor’ punches, I have not submitted 
them for inclusion in the US Catalog. I really don’t 
think they belong except maybe in a new ‘favor’ 
listing. 
 
One last detail – the picture of the perforator which 
Ed mentions. It is a Polaroid and I was unable to 
enhance it so that it would reproduce well. Sorry.

 
 

e-Bay Watch 
Bill Shields (#2951) 

 
Here are two more lots spotted at auction on e-Bay.  
 
The first item has, once again, quite a price...don't 
think that anyone will bid on this: 
 

eBay item 2932325173 (Ends Jun-07-03 
15:41:32 PDT ) - 1946 $2 Prexie Perfin 7X 
Rate>Belgium RRR -- Starting Bid $475.00 
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