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More on the Northern Trust Company’s Perfin 
Chuck Spualding (#2355) 

 
In the May 2003 issue of the Perfins Bulletin (p. 66) 
Ian Longley stated: “As yet Northern Trust has been 
unable to shed any light on why the perfin would be 
‘2-15’ (Num 15). Based on our research for the 
Revenue perfins catalog the perforated number that 
we have been finding in their bank checks and 
documents is 2-15. We believe that the perfin design 
is the Federal Reserve control number that was 
assigned to The Northern Trust Co. of Chucago. We 
came to this conclusion based on the control 
numbers that the Federal Reserve assigned to other 
Chicago banks. Known Chicago bankk control 
numbers include: 
 
 
 

Fed Res # Bank 
2-1 First National Bank of Chicago 
2-3 Continental Bank & Trust Company of  

Chicago 
2-7 American National Bank & Trust Company  

of Chicago 
 

The ‘2’ identifies the Chicago area and the second 
number is a number assigned to the bank within that 
area. In the proposed revenue perfins catalog we 
plan to have a detailed discussion of the Federal 
Reserve numbering system. 
Incidentally, using the same logic, we believe that 
perfin design ‘1.23’ (Num. 9) is the Federal Reserve 
control number assigned to the National Bank of 
Commerce of New York City. 

 
Channel Islands Perfins 

Bob Schwerdt (#505L) 
 
Two of the Channel Islands, Guernsey and Jersey, 
have a well-known bovine connection. We 
collectors, of course, are more interested in their 
perfins than their cows. 
 
I felt that it was time to organize my Channel Islands 
perfins which had been housed in several locations. 
The following chart with comments is an attempt to 
collect and put in chronological order what has been 
reported through the years regarding the two largest 
and most important of the Channel Islands. Much  of 
the following information has been obtained from 
the Perfin Society Bulletins of April and August 
1985, October 191, and August 1992. My material is 
listed in heavy print. 

Hopefully, members of the Perfins Club will make 
Additions and Corrections to the chart. Illustrations 
are not available for all of the perfins because they 
are not in my collection. British catalog numbers 
have not been used due to the co-existence of two 
catalogs, one as yet  unfinished. To make the 
arrangement chronological I have divided the 
material into manageable periods. Kodak types and 
paid punches have been included. 
 
Thanks to the following PC members who have 
contributed to this project: Jack Brandt, Joe 
Coulbourne, Joe Laura, Kurt Ottenheimer, Rudy 
Roy, Jerry Soutar, and Magnus Werner. 

 
Jersey 

 

                 
Pre World War II British stamps – ‘Jersey’ cancel 
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