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Burmese Perfins 
Brian Dennis (#2581) 

 
I recently included a section on my Burma perfins in 
an Indian exhibit to the Royal Philatelic Society, in 
Cape Town. This prompted me to study the 
philatelic history of Burma, the small print in 
Werner's catalogue, and material in my own 
collection and that of a colleague of mine.  
 
The list in the March 2003 Bulletin lists 8 perfins for 
Burma, based on Werner's catalogue. However, he 
cataloged  only those stamps which actually have 
"Burma" on the stamp, either printed or overprinted 
on stamps of India.  
 
Prior to 1937, Burma was a province of the Indian 
Empire and stamps from India were used there. The 
only way to recognize these stamps is to check the 
cancellations, of which Rangoon is by far the most 
common. Studying cancels is more difficult, but 
looking at Werner's catalogue for usage in Rangoon 
or other Burmese towns, plus reviewing additional 
examples from my own collection, expanded the list 
of perfin patterns used in "Burma" far greater than 
the eight reported. I have listed twenty four 
additional perfin patterns (and six of the eight were 
also used on Indian stamps prior to 1937). Thus the 
list of perfin patterns "used in Burma" is actually 
thirty.   
 
All perfins in my records are of postal use, except 
for one "CBI" perfin on a KGV Foreign Bill 
revenue. Also, they are generally from the periods of 
"British" administration. However, I do have one, 
with a "C.B.I." pattern, of the Chartered Bank of 
India, used on a stamp from the 1949 First 
Anniversary of Independence set. At the other end of 
the chronological spectrum, the earliest stamps were 
actually from "East India". At least five patterns 
have been recorded on such stamps from this very 
early period.(about the 1880's) used in Rangoon. 
Thus the perfins of Burma make a very interesting 
small study. I can send a list of these perfins to 
anyone contacting me (bdennis@mweb.co.za or 28 
Pyracantha St, Heldervue, Somerset West 7130, 
South Africa) and would welcome dialogue with any 
other collector." 

 

Help Wanted – U.S. 
Revenue Catalog 

Chuck Spaulding (#2355) 
I am currently working on the perfins section of the 
proposed revenue catalog. So far, this section will 
contain 1,012 perfin designs with all the revenue 
data associated with them. 648 designs have been 
found in postage and are shown in the Catalog of 
United States Perfins. 
 
While analyzing these designs I discovered that 75 
of them do not have any detailed revenue data. Some 
of them came to my attention based on the "R " that 
the U S Catalog editor used to indicate that they 
were found in revenue stamps. Others were reported 
to me, but the reporters failed to provide me with the 
types of revenue stamps in which the perfins were 
found. 
 
Revenue perfins have been found in all types of 
State and Federal stamps such as, documentary, 
stock transfer, future delivery, proprietary, wine, 
liquor, narcotic, silver tax:, tobacco, playing cards 
and oleomargarine. It is important that the proposed 
revenue catalog shows this type of data. 
 
I have prepared a graphic listing of the perfin 
designs in which we need confirmed revenue 
information. Please check your collections and 
accumulations against it. You may have a revenue 
copy as a space-filler in your collection that you plan 
to replace when you acquirer a copy in a postage 
stamp. Please check the stamp face of the designs 
shown in the listing. 
 
In your duplicates and accumulations a revenue 
stamp can easily go unobserved, especially in low 
rated perfin designs. Please check the stamp faces. 
Based on our past experience, scarce revenue perfins 
are usually found in documentary stamps. If you find 
any, your efforts will be rewarded because many of 
these low rated perfins become high rated in revenue 
stamps. 
 
I will need a photocopy or a scan of both sides, or 
you can loan it to me and I can check it out, copy it 
and return it the same day! We will include the new 
data in the final catalog with a credit for your help. 
My address is on the back cover. 
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