
 

The Perfins Bul letin – October 2003 – Page 150 

 
After 1954, and until 1963, the territory’s stamps 
were identified as Rhodesia and Nyasaland. Records 
show only one postally used perfin at that time, the 
UM perfin of Umtali Municipality. No postal perfins 
have been reported from the modern states of 
Zambia, Malawi, and Zimbabwe. 
 
Apart from the above, there are a number of fiscal 
cancels of the “PAID/DATE” style and such types 
are recorded from S. Rhodesia, Rhodesia & 
Nyasaland, and N. Rhodesia (now Zambia). Kodak 
cancels are known on more recent stamps from 
Zambia, Rhodesia & Nyasaland, S Rhodesia, and 
Rhodesia (post Federation). The Catalogue lists a 
partial “D.O/?” under the Nyasaland Protectorate. I 
have also seen a King George V high value revenue 
from Nyasaland with a perfin cancel but could not 
record details. Can anyone comment and add to 

these, or provide good images of these last two 
uncommon patterns? 
 
Since the Catalogue more perfins have been 
recorded and identified, and some of the background 
on how they were used has been established. Can 
anyone comment or add to this before it is turned 
into a re-write for the next Catalogue?  
 
Dave Morton of the Rhodesia Study Circle is also 
opening up an awareness of these perfins amongst 
their members and more information could come 
from this source. My thanks, also, to Peter Maybury 
for his input into this article. 
 
If any member can comment, clarify, or add to this 
information please contact me at 
bdennis@mweb.co.za or 28 Pyracantha St, 
Heldervue, Somerset West 7130, South Africa or via 
the Bulletin.  

 

TIGER! TIGER! 
Bob Schwerdt 505L 

Tiger! Tiger! burning bright 
In the forests of the night 

II Wm. Blake 
 
In the reduced living areas of the wild, tigers are not 
burning brightly; rather, they are fading away - some 
species are on the road to extinction. Perhaps in zoos 
and in perfin albums, tigers will continue to have a 
happy existence.  
 
Speaking of perfins, I examined the catalogs 
containing Federated Malay States (FMS) tiger 
perfins. The chart on the next page shows the 
comparative entries for three catalogs: Giffen’s 
Perfins of British Malaya, Schwerdt’s World Perfins 
Catalog (Asian section), and Lavender’s Perfins of 
Malaysia. Catalog numbers, number of issues 
reported, and postmark information are listed. 
 
The earliest FMS stamps, also tiger designs, were 
those overprinted from Negri-Sembilan and Perak, 
but none with perfins have been reported by 
Lavender. I have a few of the early ones with date 
punches. 
 
Other Malay states show tigers on more modern 
stamps. However, we are concerned in this article 
with only those small, horizontal FMS issues 
depicting the full, magnificent beast on the attack! 

These are the stamps that fascinated pre-teen 
collectors who had never heard of perfins. 

      
 
The Scott catalog indicates that the FMS tiger 
stamps were issued from 1901 through 1934 on 
ordinary and on chalky paper with three different 
watermarks. Only Lavender lists the known issues 
using Gibbons catalog numbers. The FMS stamps 
were a sort of interim project between the earlier and 
the later individual states issues. Political changes 
created many name changes in the Malay peninsula. 
 
Both Giffen and Lavender illustrate a 
"CANCELLED" punch, but do not attribute it to 
FMS stamps. I have a smaller (9mm) item on the 
tiger issue (see illustration). This freak was caused 
by a paper fold before punching.  
 
Like the tigers themselves, there are a limited 
number of FMS tiger perfins. Both deserve to be 
preserved! 
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Giffen Lavender Schwerdt Pat 
Cat # # iss Cat # # iss Cat # 

Postmarks Notes 

B+Co No List --- B3b 2 A1 Penang 1  
B+Co 

Ltd 
B4 6 B4a 7 A2 Kuala Lumpur 

Port Seetenham 
 

CBI C5 8 C5 12 A3 Kuala Lumpur 
Singapore 1 

 

Cbi C4 --- C4 --- A3.5 Penang 
Kuala Lumpur 1 
Ipoh 1 

Neither Giffen nor 
Lavender list this type for 
FMS  
A3.5 rounder C than A3 

MBI M5 13 M5 17 A4 Kuala Lumpur  
ORI 
ENT 
AL• 

O1 5 O1a 7 A5 Kuala Lumpur Giffen catalog illustration 
shows no hole in the ‘O’. 
Both others show it 

S.T.C. S10 --- S10b 3 A6 Singapore & Branches 
Kuala Lumpur 2 

Giffen does not list for 
FMS 

S.T.Co. S11 5 S11 5 A7 Ipoh 
...borend2 

 

W& 
Co 

W1 17 W1 28 A8 Klang (Kelang) 
Penang1 

 

 
1 – Listed in World Perfins  

Catalog 
2 -  Schwerdt collection 
 
 

General: 
Selangor State: Kuala Lumpur, Klang, and Port Sweetenham 
Perak State: Ipoh 
Malaysia: Penang 
Crown Colony: Singapor

 
e-Bay Watch 
Billl Shields (#2951) 

 
Item number: 2946065651 – “AUSTRALIA, 1926-30 sg 
0106b Small Multiple Wmk p13.5 x 12.5 KGV 3d Deep 
ultramarine Die II perfin OS with ERROR, 'THRIE PENNY' 
fine used & rare.” Won for the single bid of US$400. 

Item number: 2944532994 – “483 3ct 
Schermack Pair Used W/Perfin ‘Low’.” 5 
bids begun at $14.99 went to a winning bid 
of $102.60. 

 

And a Nutmeg Auction Item 
Chris Rueger (#1834) 

 
Spotted in the September 4, Nutmeg (of Danbury, 
CT) auction. Lot 935 (67th Sale) – “Australia to 
California (Australia #28 flts), "ED&:Co" perfin, 
tied by Sydney NSW "Empire Exhibition" repeating 
slogan  machine  cnl  to  cover  addr  West  Berkeley 
California, Edwards Dunlop c/c on face, ED flag on 

reverse, 50 centimes short, the rate was 4d for a brief 
time (Feb 1922 to July 1924) which led to the high 
postage due of 10 cents on this interesting cover, 
pair of 5c dues affixed, VF.” Sale Price appears to be 
$55 from Nutmeg’s website. 
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