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Perfinned Christmas Seals 
Bob Schwerdt (505L) 

 
Do Denmark and the United States lead in the 
number of Christmas Seal perfins? Right now – yes. 
 
One might expect owners of personal perforators to 
perfin other than postal stamps - such as Christmas 
seals. Ed Haack is one collector who did just that. I 
have his "Ed" (E 22.5 P) in a 1977 seal and would 
not be surprised if all of Ed's perfin types appear in 
Christmas seals several years running. The few other 
U.S. perfinned seals in my collection are not of the 
personal variety (see chart on next page). The U.S. 
and Denmark seals are about equal in number. Even 

those Danish seals show evidence of company rather 
than personal perfinning. The lone French Christmas 
seal perfin was reported over ten years ago by Jim 
Estes. I am not aware of any further reports. No 
doubt many more Christmas seal perfins from 
countries other than those listed are residing in 
collections here and abroad. Whether they prove to 
be personal or business perfins is yet to be seen. And 
perhaps Denmark and the United States will lose 
their numero uno position when more reports are 
forthcoming. 
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Country 

Year of 
Seal 

Perfin Pattern User Location 

United States 1933 Kodak? ----- ----- 
 1939 B153 (BLC) The Bankers Life Co. Des Moines, IA 
 1963 H76 (HF/M) Henry F. Mitchell Co. Philadelphia, PA 
 1964 H76 (HF/M) Henry F. Mitchell Co. Philadelphia, PA 

Denmark1 1904 C18 (C.F.K.) Christian F. Kehlet Københaven 
 1917 H54 (HP) Holger Petersen Københaven 
 1920 C57 (C.S.F.) C. Schous Fabriker A/S Københaven 
 1935 S45 M[S]) Sørensen, Madsen & Co Københaven 

France2 1928/29 B195 (B.V.R.) Blais Mousseron Lucien 
Villeminot 

Paris 

 
 1 – Hansen, et al. 1990. DPS Katalogudugvolg... 
 2 - Dedecker, R.D.; Herbert, M.; Janot, R. 1993. ANCOPER: Timbres Perfores France. [in French]  

Supplement 1993. Aniche, France: ILP. 44 p. 
 

 
 

Bavarian Census 
A Correction by your Editor 

 
In the September Bulletin, in a note from Alan 
Sandy, I mis-generalized a statement made by Alan 
and wound up giving serious misinformation. In the 
article announcing the new Bavarian census – under 
the two conventions to follow – I misquoted Alan 
and stated “Keep separate counts for unoverprinted 
Bavarian stamps and for those overprinted 
‘Deutsches Reich’. The word unoverprinted 
misstates the intent of this request. What was  

intended was to separate into two listings: a) those 
Bavarian stamps overprinted “Deutsches Reich” and 
b) all other Bavarian stamps whether overprinted or 
not. Please see the September Bulletin for the details 
of what is needed. 
 
All data is appreciated - no collection is too small! 
Our purpose is to help Rainer von Scharpen develop 
good scarcity ratings for these perfins. 
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