
 

The Perfins Bul letin – January 2004 – Page 13  

PERFINS OF THE SPANISH PHILIPPINES 
By Don Peterson 

 
Three business firms are known to have created 
perfins during the Spanish period. The perfins were 
created by punching holes into the stamp -usually 
applied to the front of the pane. The purpose was to 
prevent theft of the stamps. The perfins are found on 
loose stamps, but none are known on cover. These 
firms and a description of the perfins are listed 
below.  
 

Smith. Bell and Company 
 

Company Background: This British firm was 
founded in Liverpool, England in 1846. It opened 
an office in Manila in early 1847, and later 
expanded to other Philippine cities. During the 
l870s and l880s, when its perfins were in use, this 
firm had branch offices in Cebu and Iloilo. Smith, 
Bell and Company has a major business role in the 
Philippines. It was a shipping agent for many key 
agricultural exports, such as sugar and hemp; and 
it was a marine insurance agent. During the 20th 
century it was acquired by Filipino interests. This 
firm continued through 1898 and is present today 
in the Philippines under its original name  

 
Description of Perfin: The S.B & Co perfin is two-

lined with ‘S.B’ on top and the ‘& Co’ on the 
bottom. It has a period after the ‘S’ but not after 
the ‘B’ This perfin is known to occur in Scott #43 
(earliest known Philippine perfin), 52, 56, 72, 78-
80, 81, 87 and  
88. It also occurs inverted and 
reversed (punched from the 
back of the pane). It was used 
on Smith, Bell and Company 
mail from the 1870s through 
the 1880s. 

 
R.R. and Company 

 
Company Background: Little is known about this 

firm, including its nationality and true name. This 
firm was present in Manila from the 1870s through 
the 1880s. 

 

Description of the Perfin: The ‘R.R & Ca.’ Perfin is 
two-lined with ‘R.R’ on top and ‘& Ca’ on the 
bottom. It has a period after the first ‘R’ but not 

 after the second. This perfin 
is known to occur in Scott# 
63, 67, 71-73, 75, 89, and 
116. It was used on R. and 
R. and Company mail from 
the 1870s through the 
1880s. 

 
H. and Company 

 
Company Background: Little is known about this 

firm, including its nationality and true name. This 
firm was present in Manila, and possibly Iloilo, 
from the 1880s through 1898. Some have 
speculated that it is Heacock and Company which 
was located in Manila in the 20th century. 
However, there is no confirmation to that claim.  

Description of Perfin: The "H. & Co" perfin is 
believed to be in a straight line. It is known to 
occur on 1898 issues only, including Scott #s 201, 
204, and 204 (used imperforate) There is no 
evidence this perfin was continued under the U.S. 
Administration. No complete illustration of this 
perfin is available. 
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Editors note: The above article was forwarded to 
me (with the author’s permission to publish it) by 
Harvey Tilles (LM-7). It is [?speaker’s notes?] from 
a talk given by Mr. Peterson at StampShow’03. I 
have replaced the original photocopied illustrations 
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with Photoshop produced illustrations of the 
patterns. The photocopies would not have 
reproduced at all well and they were enlargements 
but, as a result, the size of the patterns shown is not 

1:1 with the original pattern. The patterns discussed 
are all shown in the Asia section of Bob Schwerdt’s 
World Perfins Catalog. They are A4 – H&Co, A6 – 
R.R/&CA, and A7 – S.B/&Co. 

 
Perfins as Postal History #4 

Rudy Roy (#1124) 
 

While reading the June issue of TPB I noted that in a 
"Spotted Elsewhere" feature on page 90 that a recent 
Linn's "Stamp Market Tips" feature mentioned the 
U.S. 1911 registry stamp. In it author David Kols 
was quoted as noting " Perfins of F1 are also 
extremely rare. I have never seen one on cover." 
 
Accompanying this article is a cover with a perfins  

F1 (S-284) and 4 cent Washington-Franklin. This 
registered cover, weighing over 1 ounce, was mailed 
from St. Louis on Feb 21, 1917, and received in 
Barre, VT on Feb 23. Additionally, as the handstamp 
indicates, a return receipt was requested. There was 
no additional fee required at this time for return 
receipt service above the basic registry fee of 10 
cents. 

 

 
 
While I don't know how rare an F1 perfins is on 
cover, I recall seeing one other in an exhibit once. 
 
For those who are interested in perfins patterns 
found on F1, a checklist was published in the NOV - 

DEC 1981 issue of TPB, pg. 125. Only 15 patterns 
were listed (and S-284 was not included). Perhaps 
someone can update the list and publish a revised 
checklist. 

 

Word Collectors Alert! 
Bob Schwerdt (505L) 

 
The "SIT" of Singapore became (by accident?) another 
collectible issue for you word buffs. Obviously, the "S" of 
the first "SIT" is missing, and the “I" and "T” of the second 
"SIT" are also gone--not even a hint of any of the missing 
letters. Now you lexicogs will need to decide if ‘IT’ deserves 
a place in your collections. The stamp is the 4¢ Elizabeth 
with twa-kow boat design. 
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