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A Corrected ID 
Chuck Spaulding (#2355) 

 
The US Catalog lists the confirmed user of perfin 
pattern S331.5 as ‘Steelman & Birk’. Recently our 
research for the US Revenue Perfin Catalog found a 
1933stock slip that confirms the user (at least at that 
time) as ‘Steelman & Birkins’. As shown in the 

illustration, this pattern can be found in Federal 
Documentary, Federal Stock Transfer, and NY State 
Stock Transfer stamps – at least. This pattern is only 
relatively common in revenue stamps (D or D+) but 
is an A rate in postage stamps.  

 

 
 
 

A Note on the Canary Islands and Their Stamps 
 
Writing about the note from Bob Szymanski in the 
July August 2003 Bulletin (p. 99) Christian Rüger 
(#1834) writes that “...the Canary Islands belong to 
Spain (Europe and not Africa...) Gran Canaria (4 
hour's from Nuernberg), Fuerteventura, Teneriffa, 
La Gomera are west of Africa about 100 km - but 
have Spanish stamps and money (pesetas), and now 
euro's, like we all in Europe.”  
 
Editor’s note: The Canary Islands use unoverprinted 
Spanish stamps and identification of use there is by 
cancel and not stamp vignette. Thus we have a prime 
example of the ongoing geographical vs. political 

decision faced by all who catalog items. Rodriguez, 
in his catalog of Spanish perfins, and Christian, in 
his comment above, correctly (politically and 
economically) interpret these islands as Spanish. The 
two Bob’s (Szymanski and Schwerdt) have chosen 
the geographical explanation: recognizing that these 
islands are located south of Casablanca and even 
Marrakech in Morocco they have relegated them to 
Africa and the African catalog. This problem with 
politics and geography is the prime reason I chose to 
publish the “Counting the Catalogs” information in 
alphabetic order rather than trying to keep either the 
geography or the politics of the world unscrambled. 
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