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December 14, 2005 
5-hole OHMS: 54 (incl. -S, -X, var. orientations, -Z) 
4-hole OHMS:  78 (incl. -X, various orientations, -Z, 

se-tenant with -X) 
Canada prepers:  30 
Newfoundland:  1 (AYRE & G-K) 
 
This pattern has continued into the first two mail 

sales of 2006: 
 
January 25, 2006 
5-hole OHMS:  32 lots (incl. -S, -X, -XX [triple 

punch], se-tenant with non-punched, and mint) 
4-hole OHMS:  8 lots (incl. -X) 
Canada checks with revenues:  1 lot (incl. 1 check 

with rev-perf.) 
Newfoundland revenues:  2 lots (plate proofs with 

security punch) 
 
March 15, 2006 
5-hole OHMS:  39 lots (incl. -S, -X, -SX, se-tenant 

with -S, various orientations) 
4-hole OHMS:  43 lots (incl. -X, se-tenant with -X, -

Z, double punches with distinct orientations) 
4-hole covers:  2 lots (incl. 1 with apparently illegal 

usage) 
Canada prepers:  1 lot 
Canada commercial perfins:  1 lot (500 stamps) 
Newfoundland :  2 lots (AYRE & G-K) 
Newfoundland specimens:  2 lots (1 large 
(S)PECIMEN in strip of 3, 1 with security punch) 
British Columbia revenue:  2 lots (D punch cancel)  
 
In sum, Eastern Auctions provides a steady diet of 
perfins.  Their postal address is P.O. Box 250, 
Bathurst, NB E2A 3Z2, Canada.  Its URL is 
www.easternstamps.com, and the e-mail address is 
easternauctions@nb.aibn.com. 
 
 

Schermack Closeout (Maybe) 
 
Thanks to several of you who had kind words about 
my Schermack effort earlier this year. However, 
along with that good stuff, there was a totally 
different type of good stuff asked. 
 
Bob Schwerdt (#505-L) wrote to ask if anyone is 
aware of, or has, a Schermack affixing machine, His 
point is that were such a machine in existence, we 
could check to determine if the pins in the perforator 

head were easily replicable or not. This single piece 
of information would be priceless with respect to 
understanding the creation of recognized patterns, 
the potential to repair broken dies as needed, and the 
potential for the discovery of new patterns. 
 
And Stephen J. Tauber (#2949) wrote the 
following: 
 

the proposal to renumber the patterns to an 
ascending order sounds reasonable, but is it 
necessary for these few number of perfins? We 
should note the possibility of extra patterns, but I 
don't think we should formally recognize new 
patterns unless/until we positively identify their 
usage.  Forgeries on Schermacks just seem too 
easy to produce. 

 
I agree with Stephen’s statement that we should not 
list all of the possible patterns in the Catalog of US 
Perfins! Only those actually confirmed should be 
listed there. My only point with respect to an overall 
renumbering was that it would be nice to have a 
group of perfins for which a consistent numbering is 
done for all possible patterns, with the numbers of 
unknown patterns being reserved for later. In the 
Schermacks we have the possibility of the 511 
possible patterns being numbered without a single 
decimal point being needed.  
 
Thanks for the encouragement and questions! 
 

 
Mint Perfins Revisited 

 
With respect to collecting mint perfins versus 
cancelled ones Bill Donle, Jr. (#1356) wrote: 
 

This is how I obtained a couple of mint 
perfinned stamps. A number of years ago I 
would write to different corporations inquiring 
about their perfin usage, etc. with mixed results 
as far as responses go. With a response from a 
General Electric Co. office in New York, NY, 
however, was included 2 pairs of mint-attached 
stamps, 4 stamps total. They were GE perfin, 
Perfin Catalog #G72-2A on Scott Catalog #C60. 
I was certainly pleasantly surprised with this 
response. Whether the sender of the stamps 
would technically have pilfered the stamps to 
send them to me I don't know. As I recall I had 
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enclosed a SASE for the reply but am assuming 
the reply was sent from the GE office. 

 
 
And, with the exception of illustrations of some 
covers for later use from Vince McDermott, a 
possible article (subject matter only right now) from 

Bill Shields and another from Dave Cooper (which 
needs a permission to reprint which I am pursuing) I 
think I have caught up on my “old” file. To those of 
you whose information has finally made it into print 
here – THANKS for your patience and your input! 

 

Auction Watch 
 
Lots of lots of interest this month. 
 
Rudy Roy (#1124) spotted the following 
impressive lot. 
 
Item 5671096025 -- Rudy Roy (#) spotted the 
following lot346 SCHERMACK EXPERIMENTAL 
CONTROL PERFIN 4x4 Description   A nice, clean, 
extremely rare piece. 15 bids -- Winning bid:
 US $187.50.  
 
Rudy notes “...a nice price... paid for this item. In 
addition to being a scarce perfin pattern I also 
believe that the stamp is a scarce Schermack as well 
- the 4 cent values were not prepared and used in the 
machines too often. My ‘95 Scott Specialized lists a 
single 346 with Schermack control holes, in italics, 
for 1250.00. Current value may be less, but it was a 
nice buy.” 
 
Chris Rueger (#1834) spotted the following lots 
in a Nutmeg (#113) auction. 
 
1326 RN-T3 EF used Boston and Worchester 
Railroad Corp Stock Certificate, light vert file folds 
do not affect design, Very Attractive vignette of a 
village scene Cat $100.  Sold - 130. 
 
1327 RN-U1 EF, unused Chicago &: South Western 
Railway Co of Iowa &: Missouri Stock Certificate, 
ABN engraved vignette of Train, Soldier and Flag 
along w/Bear w/Shield, Fresh and Choice quality 
Cat $35.  Sold - 55. 
 
1330 RN-X7d, Vertical VF used check from Union 
Nat'l Bank of Troy, NY/Jan 20,00, Scarce Cat $85.  
Sold - 100. 
 
1331 EPH RN-D1, 183 Checks all from 
Massachusetts National Bank 1873, Fine-VF Cat 
$360.  Sold – 105. 

1789 France C6b, "E.I.P.A.30" Inverted Perfins VF, 
Fresh stamp w/ inverted perfins in R mgn (YT #6c, 
€575=$690) Cat $325. Sold - 300. 
 
2743 Venezuela Mi #189-203,205-23, Official 
Perfins Fine-VF, NH, Group of 34, Airplanes 
(€208=$250). Sold – 130. 
 
Bill Shields (#2951) noted the following e-Bay 
items of interest. 
 
Item 5667097710 -- GB QV 1d LILACS +PERFINS 
+CANCELS STUCK DOWN 250 stamps from an 
Old Time Unchecked Find. Description - Old time 
stock; unseen for 60 years; unchecked; stuck down 
on old sheets. At least 35 perfins, plus shades 
varieties blocks etc. Anything possible. 1 bid  - 
Winning bid: GBP 14.99.  
 
Item 5668792460 -- Lot 16F Rare Railroad Perfin 
US Stamps Early1900's. 2 bids -- Winning bid: US 
$19.95.   
 
Item 5668792499. -- Lot 16E Rare Railroad Perfin 
US Stamps Early1900's. 4 bids -- Winning bid: US 
$15.51.   
 
Item 5668792576 -- Lot 16C Rare Railroad Perfin 
US Stamps Early1900's. 4 bids -- Winning bid: US 
$15.51. 
 
Item 5668792623 -- Lot 16B Rare Railroad Perfin 
US Stamps Early1900's. 3 bids -- Winning bid: US 
$20.51.  
 
Item 5668792645 -- Lot 16 Rare Railroad Perfin US 
Stamps Early1900's. Description - These stamps are 
from a old collection of railroad perfin stamps my 
father had put together in 1930's.  This page of 
perfins is from Duluth & Iron Range. Most of the 
stamps are perforated 11.  The stamps are used and 
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