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"It’s Time to Book Your Cruise" 
Through the Magic of Perfinned Advertising Postcards! 

Bob Szymanski (LM-145) 
 
In two past articles in this series on postcards with 
perfins, I have discussed the service and 
manufacturing companies of Barber Asphalt Paving 
and Johnson Service Company. In this article I 

explore the world through the picture postcards of 
the Hamburg-American Lines, user of US perfin 
pattern H-18, and the Holland-American Line, which 
used pattern N-21. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Having cruised in the Caribbean, along the Alaskan 
and British Columbian coastline, and to Bermuda, I 
must admit that cruising is a most leisurely and 
pleasurable vacation. But, remember, that this is 
2006 not the early 20th century! I can certainly 
question whether my attitude on cruising would have 
been the same then as it is now. If affordability is 
considered, today's cruising might be affordable for 
most of us but that could hardly have been said for 

most people 100 years ago. Safety is another matter. 
We take for granted when booking passage on a 
cruise ship that we will return alive and in one piece! 
Would that have been as true 100 years ago? 
 
The following represent perfinned postcards from 
the aforementioned cruise lines of which I possess 
examples. There could be others of which I am 
unaware. 

 
Hamburg-American Line 1910 West Indies Cruise Ship 

   
01-26-10 #331 St. Thomas, Virgin Islands "Moltke" 

   
00-00-10* #331 Havana, Cuba "Moltke" 
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Hamburg-American Line 
(Cont.) 

1910 West Indies Cruise Ship 

   
03-12-10 #331 La Guayra, Venezuela "Moltke" 
03-14-10 #331 Port of Spain, Trinidad "Moltke" 
03-15-10 #331 Bridgetown, Barbados "Moltke" 
03-16-10 #331 Fort de France, Martinique “Moltke" 
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The above dates/cards probably represent three 
different cruises. Naturally, as you will have already 
noted, since all stamps and postmarks are US, they 
were mailed as cruise advertisements, nice 
enticements from the Company Headquarters (see 

Figure 1) in New York to various individuals. 
 
* The printed postcard dated 00-00-10 is cancelled  
on the reverse 02-25-10 and is on a light green stock. 
All others are on white or cream colored card stock. 

 
 
 
 
 

Hamburg-American Line 1913  Around-the-World-
Cruise 

Ship 

   
02-12-13 #405 Honolulu, Hawaii "Cleveland" 
03-20-13 #405 Manila, Philippines "Cleveland" 
04-03-13 #405 Rangoon, Burma "Cleveland" 
05-12-13 #405 Naples, Italy "Cleveland" 
05-15-13 #405 Gibraltar "Cleveland" 
05-19-13 #405 Southampton, Great Britain "Cleveland" 
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Hamburg-American Line 1914 Around-the-World-
Cruise 

Ship 

   
01-28-14 #405 Gibraltar "Cleveland" 
03-07-14 #405 Colombo, Ceylon "Cleveland" 
03-23-14 #405 Jaffa, Ottoman Empire "Cleveland" 
04-05-14 #405 Genoa, Italy "Cleveland" 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

pualmistretta
Face of card illustrated here should be switched with that illustrated 2nd next as "Genoa"
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Holland-America Line 1929 Mediterranean Cruise Ship 
   

02-18-29 #634 Cadiz, Spain "Rotterdam" 
02-21-29 #634 Naples, Italy "Rotterdam" 

  " 
03-11-29 #634 Haifa, Trans-Jordan "Rotterdam" 

   
03-29-29 #634 Naples, Italy "Rotterdam" 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

paulmistretta
Rectangle

pualmistretta
This face should be switched with the card illustrated as "Colombo" two cards back
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The breaks/spaces between the various entries 
indicate probable different cruises.  I would love to 
hear from others who may have perfinned cards to 
fill in these cruise itineraries. 
 
Why did the around-the-world cruises and 
Mediterranean cruises end?  I suspect that World 
War I in the summer of 1914 and the 1929 Stock 
Market collapse and ensuing depression greatly 

curtailed them. 
 
You can see the world from your arm chair.  You are 
not bombarded with postal advertising.  In fact, if 
you need to ask the price, you probably couldn't 
have afforded these trips! This is the type of 
advertising postcard that I enjoy.  I hope you, also, 
have  enjoyed them. 
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