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1d Plates Reported 
 
146, 171, 177, 179, 
181, 185, 186, 187, 
190, 192, 194, 195, 
199, 200, 201, 205 
 
Broken pin “&” -
normal in odd 
rows, inverted and 
reversed in even 
rows. 

 
The study work that has been carried out so far by Roy Gault and myself in 
determining die configuration has only scratched the surface of a very large 
iceberg (apologies for the mixed metaphor).  The work to date has raised 
more questions than answers.  Question such as: 

1. When did Sloper start using 12 x 1 dies? 
2. Are there other die configurations such as 2 x 2, 3 x 2 etc? 
3. What sort of die configuration was used for perfinning bantams – 

surely 1 x 2 dies couldn’t be used for sheets of 480 stamps? 
4. What sort of die configurations were used by Sloper’s rivals – 

Braham and Alchin? 
5. What are the most common configurations used by Sloper and for 

sale to his customers in the early period? 
To answer these questions will take time, material and perseverance using all 
the tools in our arsenal - broken pins, large blocks and minor variations in the 
die positions. 

 
BELGIUM PERFIN 

 
Gary Shayler has sent in a photocopy of a Belgium mini-sheet, which has 
been perfined with a crown.  The mini-sheet appears to commemorate the 
opening of the Queen Elizabeth Music Chapel.  Can any member provide 
more information on this piece – date of issue, significance of the crown etc. 
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Inscription reads  

Chapelle Musicale de La Reine/  
Muziekkapel van de Koningin Elisabeth 
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