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Exposition cancels (Bomar 'SF15-03) (presumably 
used by someone in the Service Building.) A similar 
cover is shown in the Perfins Bulletin #274; it bears 
a P188 perfin tied with a Model Post Office cancel 
(SF 15-02) dated 6/29/1915. 
 
On June 21, 1915, the PPIE commemorative coins 
were minted, and on June 28th they began to be sent 
by mail. The coin and medal mail would probably 
have borne the PPIE parcel post cancel SF15-05. 
This latter cancel continued in use at least until 
March 4, 1916, long after the closing of the Expo on 
Dec 4, 1915. The official closing of the Model PO 
was on March 31, 1916; the building housing the 
post office (Palace of Mines & Metallurgy) and the 
Service Building were torn down by the end of Jan 
1916. This means the cancel, a post office clerk, and 
the perfins must have followed the move of the 
Department of Coins and the Expo guards to the 
Palace of the Fine Arts on or about Dec. 4, 1915. 
The Palace remained open until May 1, 1916, at 
which time the coins were only available by mail 
order. 
 
In 1916, only $3,076 of postage was purchased. 
Army Capt. Edward Carpenter was commandant of 
the Exposition Guards which was 295 strong. About 

Jan 1, 1916 the need for the guards diminished and 
they began to be dismissed, by Feb 28 only 100 
remained. In March the Commandant distributed 
1500 honorable discharges and bronze Exposition 
medals which somewhat resembled the Panama 
Canal service medal. These medals were sent out by 
registered mail, but not all the stamps were 
perfinned at least on these heavy letters. Many of 
these letters were returned as the guards, to a man, 
were all ex-military, and many had already reentered 
the service with war clouds gathering. The last 
known use of P188 is March 9, 1916. 
 
This author has noted the use of P188 from past 
editions of the Perfins Bulletin on the following 
stamps: Sc#s 332, 374, 377, 379, 397, 398, 399, 
400A, 401, 402, 403, 406, 414, 427, 430, 438, 439?, 
Q4, Q6 and Q8. 
 
Bibliography 
 
Todd, Frank Morton. 1921. The Story of the 
Exposition. 5 Vols. 
 
Savadge, David. 1997. Postal Markings of the 
Panama-Pacific International Exposition.  

 
 

Two Bits of New Information From Covers 
Blair Stitt (#3035) 

 
Apparently I am the only one reporting what I find 
in covers from Jim Mehrer's auctions, which always 
feature advertising perfms on cover. I am usually 
successful in bidding for items. 
 

Most recently I was successful bidding on a cover 
franked with a T86 (TR/OW) perfinned stamp that is 

catalogued under the name Trowe General Directory 
Co., NY My copy has a corner card of Asphalt 
Ready Roofing Co., 9 Church St. NY. Perhaps the 
directory company offered return mailings for 
client? [Picture is cropped from the submitted 
cover illutration.] 
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Another purchase appears to be franked with a stamp 
perfinned S58 (a D+ pattern) which is listed as 
having been used by the Saenger Amusement Co. of 
Dallas, TX. However, the corner card shows Sanger 

Brothers, which is shown as the user of S57.5 (an A 
pattern). The patterns are extremely similar which 
suggests that the spelling of the company name for 
pattern A58 in the US Catalog is in error. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New US U76 Information 

From notes by: Joe Laura (#1238), Bill Driscoll (LM#71) & Pat Callis (#2383) 
 
Bill Wrote to Pat: This cover identified by Joe Laura 
as franked with a stamp perfinned U76 is one of 
several he sent for me to sell. I can’t find this city of 
usage in my catalogue. If this is a new usage please 
let me know.  
 
And Pat replied: Yes, it is. I have added it to the 
A&C pages.  

It also extends the period of use to 1936. Thanks for 
the information. 
 
[Ed.: So we have a ‘two-fer’ (two for the price of 
one) – a new city and extended usage period – on a 
single cover, and it is available for sale through the 
Club’s Sales Department [a flagrant ad!]- see back 
page for Bill’s (the Sales Dept.’s) address.] 
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