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Item 260080331144 -- Switzerland / Schweiz - 1888 
15c orange Numeral # 63Ad. Very rare shade, has a 
Kimmel photo-certificate. Description: Switzerland - 
1888 15cts yellow-orange Cross & Numeral with 
G.V. Perfins, used – WINTERTHUR 2 XII 1888 
cancel, no thins, tears or bends. Has a Kimmel 
photo-certificate. A nice example of a very rare 

shade. 18 bids -- Winning bid: US $663.78. 
[Stephen: Pattern is actually G.V (no final period).] 
 
Item 110085297913 -- BRITISH GUIANA ,1c fine 
used, PERFIN SPECIMEN , SHIP.  3 bids -- 
Winning bid: GBP 4.77 (Approximately US $9.32). 
[Stephen: Scott 104, issued with the perfin 
SPECIMEN to prevent fraud, since it was typeset.] 

 

It’s a Bosnian Revenue Punch 
Bob Szymanski (LM-145) in response to the note on p. 39 of last month’s Bulletin) 

 
Here are copies of the obverse and reverse of 
three copies of Serbian Revenues of which I 
have over 100 copies including one poorly 
punched copy in a document that won't scan 
well. 
 
The punch is so long that it is just about 
impossible to get the whole punch on one 
stamp, even on the larger revenues pictured. 
These are the best copies I possess, that show 
the most of the punch.  Interestingly, on most of 
my copies, the punch was used crosswise with 
two intersecting punches. Overkill! There was 
little chance these would ever be used a second 
time. 
 
It is my understanding that these were used as 
cancel punches in documents. I have never seen 
one on a letter. The punch on the document that 
I have goes through both the stamps and the 
document as would be expected. I do not know 
of this patterns use outside of Serbia or Serbia 
as part of Yugoslavia but the copy shown could 
indicate that it may have seen revenue use in 
Bosnia as well. 
 

 
 
Ed: At this point I couldn’t leave well enough 
alone – my Photoshop compulsion kicked in. 

Below are the five punched patterns isolated 
from the three stamps shown above. They are 
presented, I hope, in the same orientation. 
 

 
 
The complete pattern which emerges from these 
stamps is “ПОНИШТЕНО”. At least 
two dies of this pattern are seen above. The top 
pattern differs significantly from the other four 
in both the size and shape of the characters. 
Note that a partial of this item is presented in 
Schwerdt’s The World Perfins Catalog – 
Europe Section under Serbia, without further 
discussion. 
 
Anyway, an answer – and yet another 
opportunity for further research.  
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