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The dictionary gives the meaning of “STUFF” as 'any woollen fabric', 
which would fit with a letter 'S' for 1892 but is this too tenuous? 
 
What Is It? – POKO Label – Bulletin 344/4 
 
Alfred Wirth of the German Perfin Society has also confirmed that the 
label was used for testing and adjusting POKO machines. There are seven 
labels known - 10pf red, 30pf violet, 40pf lilac, 40pf red-orange,  
60pf brown, 80pf black-blue and 100pf yellow. 
 
GNR Perfin with “Examined” Cancellations – Bulletin 345/32 
 
Mike Hempsall has written in reference to the purpose of the 
EXAMINED cancellation might have been put. 
 
“'BRITISH POSTMARKS A Short History and Guide' by R. C. Alcock 
and F. C. Holland has a long section on the subject of Examiners' and 
Inspectors' postmarks (pages 203-211).  The Post Office had been losing 
considerable revenues through wrongly charged and illegally carried 
letters.  Checking marks are recorded as early as 1862, the earliest being in 
the form of various large crowns.  In 1715 the Treasury approval was 
obtained to the appointment of three surveyors.  However, they were not 
paid travelling allowances and affected little improvement, especially in 
the bye-posts.  In 1786, John Palmer was made Surveyor and General 
Comptroller of the Mails - a position that was independent of the 
Postmaster-General and directly under the Treasury.  He divided England 
into six districts, appointing a surveyor for each one with an additional one 
to go wherever he was needed.  This resulted in the checking of postal 
charges becoming much more efficient. 
 
The practice continued through into the twentieth century and was still in 
use when Alcock and Hollands' book was published in 1960. It was also 
employed in the Railway Sorting Offices.  Many of us will be familiar 
with the various lettered triangular marks (sometimes inverted) found on 
the earlier stamps of the last century.  However, there is no reference to the 
use of worded cancellations such as the one in question. 
 
Nevertheless, it does seem possible that some large local RSO or Post 
Office may have produced a one-off EXAMINED cancellation.  Its large 
size would certainly have eased the cancellation of the larger frankings of 
heavier parcels.  Perhaps some local philatelic societies near to GNER 
offices would have a record of the use of such a cancellation?” 
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