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White Pass & Yukon Route 

Canadian Pattern W11 - U.S. Pattern W171 
Conrad Tremblay (#1786) 

 
Question - asked by Michael Dicketts: Is it a 
Canadian user punching U.S. stamps - or vice versa?  
 
That question was first asked in the July 2000 issue 
of The BNA Perforator (No.110) and in the U.S. 
Bulletin No. 113. 

 
 This WP/&YR perforator (Fig. 1) was used at least 
until 1918. . To confirm this, I do own a perfinned 
War Tax stamp issued in Canada in July of 1918, the 
MR51 issue.  

 

 
 

Figure 1.  Canadian pattern W11 of the White Pass Yukon Route as illustrated in Johnson & Thomasson’s 
Canadian Stamps with Perforated Initials. 

 
The user's name: Looking at the time table 
reproduced in the Canada's Gazetter & Shipper's 
Directory (Fig. 2) published in 1973, the user's name 
is “White Pass & Yukon Route”. Its route started 
from Seattle, Wash., passed by Victoria or 
Vancouver, B.C., then to Skagway, Alaska by ocean 
steamer service, and finally by train to Whitehorse, 
Yukon, Canada. Fig. 3 shows the company’s legal-
size envelope and postcard with the corporate  name.  
 
The user's location: At the head of the time table 
(Fig. 2), you will find the user's name, the name of 
the president, and the location of their head office 
(Seattle, Wash.) and their Canadian office 
(Vancouver, B. C.)  
 
Location of the perforator: The perforator was 
located in the head office in Seattle, where finance 
and transport was controlled. They would perforate 
stamps for their own use and also perforate Canadian 
stamps to be used by the Vancouver office, and for 
the post offices in the different steamers in service 

 Skagway. Figure 2 shows that the same pattern was 
used in both U.S. and Canadian stamps. It is also 
interesting to see a couple of oval R.P.O. cancels 
from the steamers (Figs. 4 and 5).  
 
The railway time-table (Fig. 2) gives the name of the 
company’s President (in 1973) as Mr. A.P. Friesen 
who operated from his office located in the Joseph 
Vance Building in Seattle. The same table gives the 
name of their main office in Canada, Vancouver, B. 
C. It is from this office in Canada that the CN and 
CP steamers (B. C. coast service) operated the 
service to Skagway, Alaska during the navigation 
season, a distance of 1043 miles (Fig. 6).  
 
The time table also shows that from the steamer the 
railroad track passed by White Pass, Alaska, 20 
miles away, going to White Horse, Yukon It stopped 
17 times for passengers, supplies and mail. The trip 
took an average of 7 hours, and the return trip takes 
8 hours and 15 minutes covering a distance of 111 
miles (Fig. 2).  
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Figure 2. Time-table of the White Pass and Yukon Route showing the 10 a.m. departure from Skagway 
with arrival in Whitehorse at 5 p.m. Also shown is a variety of other information about the company and 

services offered. 
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Figure 3. White Pass and Yukon Route corner card and post card, with examples of the (same) 

Canadian (W11) and US (W171) perfins used. Span of known stamp use in Canada is 1903 – 1922.

Caribou swimming across the 
Yukon River near White Pass 
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Figure 4. Cover mailed to recipient on Prince Edward Island, Canada from Juneau – at least. 
From the cancels we know that on September 1st the steamer left Juneau, Alaska. It received the 
Vancouver & Skagway R.P.O. cancel on  September 20, 1907  and a September 22  machine 
cancel at Vancouver 

 

 
 

Figure 5. A second R.P.O. cancel showing use on the Princess Louise enroute from 
Vancouver to Skagway. 
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Figure 6. Advertisements for steamship cruises sponsored by the Canadian Pacific and 
the Canadian National Railway steamships.  

 
And as is always the way one question brings 
another one.  
 
Was the rail division of the White Pass & Yukon 
Route sold to the Canadian National Railway in 
the 1950s? I found in my perfin collection two 
stamps with CNR perfins, both cancelled White 
Horse, YK. 
 
 A complete cancel is shown the block of four 
and it is the same cancel as seen on the two 
single stamps: The 10¢ indians drying skins 
stamp (Sc#301) has a CNR perfin from the CNR 
office in Montreal (C46) and was cancelled in 
1955. The 20¢ papermaking stamp (Sc#362) has 
a pattern C45 from Winnipeg, MB office and 
was cancelled in 1959. Did the CNR have an 
office there or were these stamps used 
‘unofficially’ by a CNR employee? Do you have  

in your collection a CNR perfin with a White 
Horse cancel? 
 

 
 

 Figure 7. Cancels on stamps perfinned 
CNR (C45 and C46) are suggestive of 
the fact that The CNR may have 
purchased the WP&Y Route possibly 
during the 1950s. 
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