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A Perfin from Armenia 
William Lesh (#3718) 

In the recent private Perfin Auction #21 conducted 
by Bob Szymanski, a perfinned Armenian stamp 
appeared as lot #216.  Pictured is Armenia old Scott 
#273, one of a set of 10 that was printed by the 
Chassepot Printing Works in Paris.  This set was 
ordered by the First Dashnak (Nationalist) 
Government of Armenia early in 1920.  The first 
printing of this issue was delivered to Yerevan 
(Erivan) in November 1920, but not in time to be 
issued before the resignation of the government on 
December 2, 1920.  The first printing that was 
delivered was small.  The second, larger printing was 
refused due to lack of foreign currency to pay for it. 
 
The stamp in question is a 25ruble value, the inland 
letter rate in November 1920.  It reads ARMENIA at 
the bottom and Armenian Republic (in Armenian) at 
the top.  It also bears a hammer and sickle over 
Mount Ararat, which was the coat of arms of the 
Armenian SSR, formed on November 29, 1920.  
This first Armenian SSR existed until February 18, 
1921, when it was ousted by the Second Dashnak 
regime.  This second Dashnak regime only lasted a 
few days since the Armenian SSR returned on April 
2, 1921.  This Armenian SSR then became part of 
the Transcaucasian SFSR on March 12, 1922 and 
was subsequently incorporated into the USSR on 
December 30, 1922. 

 
It is my presumption that the handstamped 
Chassepot issue came into use during the first 
Armenian SSR, where it was used as a fiscal.  The 
Second Dashnak government did not make use of 
them as postage (no longer available?), but continued 
overprinting Czarist stamps. 
 
The perfin appears to be a common fiscal type use in 
the Czarist regime.  It is a cross pattern, possibly 
inspired by the Czarist naval ensign.  It reads in 
Russian letters:  “Ye” (revan) “K” (ontara=office) 
and “P” (. . .).  I do not have a clue what the “P” may 
represent.   A 5ruble (#270) fiscal is known, but it 
has no perfin.  It is thought that some perfins in 
Russia were used as cancellations.  Could this be 
one? 
 
[Perfin Club member Dick Scheper (#3311) offers 
the following information.  The perfin E.K.P. 
(Э.К.П.) was used by the Chamber of Finance in the 
Armenian capital of Yerevan.  The characters stand 
for:  Erivanskaya Kazennaya Palata.  Besides the 
usage of this perfin in Russian revenue stamps, it is 
also used from 1919 onward in stamps of the then 
independent republic of Armenia.]                     

Auction Watch 
Rudy Roy (#1124) recently spotted 
the Iceland revenue perfin shown here 
on eBay.  There were 13 bids and the 
winning bid was $133.50.  Bob 
Schwerdt (#505-L) reminded the 
Editor that this perfin was discussed 
in March 2003 issue of The Perfins Bulletin (57:43).  
From that article, this stylized S.A.I. design was 
used by the Shell Oil Company in Iceland.  Such 
perfins are very rare  and this may the only Iceland 
pattern reported.   

Stephen Tauber (#2949) reports that, as of 
February 14, 2009, StampWants lists 1,156 lots 
with “perfin” in the title or description.  There 
appears to be an excellent mixture of U.S. and 
foreign perfins in these auctions.  Starting bids 
are as low as 35 cents and range to several 
hundred dollars.   
 
Stephen also noticed that Ocean Park Stamp 
Auctions had at least a dozen Canada perfin lots 
listed as of February 22, 2009. 
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